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Introduction  

 

In the summer of 2012 Brenda Lake, a member of the Library Board of Trustees for the 

Readfield Community Library, contacted the University of Maine at Augusta’s architecture 

department to talk about the possibility of working with the board and librarian of Readfield, 

Maine.  The idea was to get students involved to analyze and design new ideas for the 

existing Community Library.  For years this group has worked to envision what a 

reconsidered library could be and mean to their community. 

 

Along with other members of the Library Board, a meeting was held with faculty of the 

UMA’s Architecture department.  At once it could be seen that the goals of both groups were 

closely aligned.  The Board wanted to explore a wide variety of possibilities for their project; 

the Architecture Department wanted to expose its advanced design students to a “real” 

project within a living, active community. 

 

Using the Design Brief (see following) as a starting point, the students, working individually, 

spent a total of seven weeks on the project.  Starting with site and program analysis, they 

came up with design intentions.  These intentions are the basis for what guides any successful 

design project.  The intention is the “why” of any project; it directs the designer on a specific 

conceptual path.  With intention in hand, the students begin by approaching the design 

problems from the vantage points discovered thought the analysis. 

 

I can say that the process, both from the vantage point of Readfield, and definitely from the 

point of our UMA students, was a resounding success.  The possibilities of the library have 

been expanded greatly, and the students are now better familiar with the inner workings of 

client relationships, and the spirit of collaboration.   

 

The students completed their work by making a presentation to members of the Board in 

December of 2012.  What follows are the results of their collaborative efforts. 

 

Eric Stark, Associate Professor of Architecture 

University of Maine at Augusta 
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ARC	
  305/fall	
  2012	
  
LIBRARY	
  –	
  A	
  PLACE	
  OF	
  INFORMATION+COMMUNITY	
  	
  

	
   	
  
Project:	
  Design	
  of	
  Town	
  Library	
  for	
  Readfield,	
  ME	
  
	
  
“A	
  great	
  building	
  must	
  begin	
  with	
  the	
  unmeasurable,	
  
must	
  go	
  through	
  measurable	
  means	
  when	
  it	
  is	
  being	
  
designed	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  end	
  must	
  be	
  unmeasurable.”	
  
	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Louis	
  Kahn,	
  architect	
  of	
  Exeter	
  Library	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Library:	
  Traditional	
  Definition	
  

library	
  |ˈlīˌbrerē;	
  -­‐brərē|	
  
noun	
  (	
  pl.	
  -­braries)	
  
a	
  building	
  or	
  room	
  containing	
  collections	
  of	
  books,	
  periodicals,	
  and	
  sometimes	
  films	
  
and	
  recorded	
  music	
  for	
  people	
  to	
  read,	
  borrow,	
  or	
  refer	
  to	
  :	
  a	
  school	
  library	
  |	
  [as	
  adj.	
  
]	
  a	
  library	
  book.	
  
	
  
ORIGIN	
  late	
  Middle	
  English:	
  via	
  Old	
  French	
  from	
  Latin	
  libraria	
  ‘bookshop,’	
  feminine	
  
(used	
  as	
  a	
  noun)	
  of	
  librarius	
  ‘relating	
  to	
  books,’	
  from	
  liber,	
  libr-­	
  ‘book.’	
  

	
  
Library:	
  Today	
  

The	
  primary	
   goal	
   of	
   effective	
   library	
  design	
   and	
   space	
  planning	
   is	
   that	
   the	
   facility	
  
must	
   respond	
   to	
   the	
  needs	
  of	
   its	
   service	
  population.	
  Once	
   the	
  needs	
  of	
   its	
   service	
  
population	
  are	
  determined,	
  the	
  library	
  building	
  must	
  include	
  flexibility	
  in	
  the	
  design	
  
of	
  its	
  interior	
  and	
  exterior	
  spaces	
  and	
  elements	
  in	
  order	
  for	
  the	
  library	
  to	
  effectively	
  
address	
  the	
  immediate	
  and	
  future	
  needs	
  of	
  its	
  design	
  population.	
  

Since	
   the	
   late	
   1970s,	
   advanced	
   technologies	
   and	
   alternative	
   methods	
   of	
   how	
  
libraries	
   deliver	
   services,	
   i.e.,	
   distance	
   learning,	
   electronic	
   media,	
   continue	
   to	
  
develop	
  rapidly.	
  Before	
  the	
  late	
  1970s,	
  housing	
  print	
  media	
  was	
  the	
  main	
  function	
  of	
  
a	
  library.	
  Today,	
  Internet	
  access,	
  electronic	
  media,	
  computer	
  technology,	
  and	
  other	
  
forms	
  of	
  modern-­‐day	
  advancements	
  have	
  had	
  a	
  profound	
  effect	
  on	
  the	
  function	
  and	
  
design	
  of	
  libraries.	
  As	
  a	
  result,	
  library	
  design	
  must	
  take	
  into	
  account	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  issues	
  
that	
  may	
  affect	
  its	
  use	
  in	
  the	
  future.	
  Incorporating	
  flexibility	
  and	
  adaptability	
  in	
  the	
  
design,	
  planning,	
  and	
  construction	
  of	
  libraries	
  is	
  essential	
  in	
  order	
  for	
  the	
  library	
  to	
  
serve	
  the	
  immediate	
  and	
  future	
  needs	
  of	
  its	
  community.	
  

A	
  general	
   rule	
  of	
   thumb	
   is	
   that	
   the	
  program	
  should	
  project	
   the	
  space	
  needs	
  of	
   the	
  
library	
   for	
   20	
   years.	
   A	
   library-­‐building	
   consultant	
   can	
   also	
   help	
   to	
   prepare	
   the	
  
building	
   program.	
   Library	
   design	
   is	
   most	
   effective	
   if	
   the	
   program	
   is	
   developed	
  
before	
  beginning	
  the	
  schematic	
  design	
  phase.	
  

-­‐From	
  the	
  Whole	
  Building	
  Design	
  Guide	
  (online)	
  
http://www.wbdg.org/design/libraries.php.	
  	
  

	
  
In	
  addition,	
  the	
  library	
  today	
  (and	
  certainly	
  in	
  the	
  case	
  of	
  Readfield)	
  exists	
  as	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  last	
  
free	
  public	
  spaces.	
  	
  For	
  this	
  reason	
  its	
  meaning	
  and	
  use	
  to	
  the	
  community	
  is	
  essential	
  to	
  a	
  
successful	
  design.	
  	
  Understanding	
  the	
  varied	
  uses	
  and	
  constituencies	
  (children,	
  teens,	
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adults)	
  and	
  how	
  they	
  necessarily	
  overlap	
  or	
  are	
  kept	
  separate	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  focus	
  of	
  your	
  
programmatic	
  research	
  and	
  analysis.	
  
	
  
The	
  American	
  Library	
  Association	
  publishes	
  an	
  annual	
  “design	
  showcase.”	
  	
  This	
  not	
  only	
  
shows	
  some	
  interesting	
  design	
  work,	
  but	
  also	
  establishes	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  current	
  topics	
  
under	
  investigation	
  and	
  discussion	
  related	
  to	
  libraries	
  today.	
  	
  Topics	
  such	
  as	
  youth	
  spaces,	
  
flexibility	
  and	
  technology	
  will	
  help	
  give	
  you	
  a	
  better	
  understanding	
  of	
  issues	
  facing	
  library	
  
today,	
  and	
  Readfield	
  Community	
  Library	
  in	
  particular.	
  	
  Please	
  read	
  the	
  article	
  found	
  here:	
  
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/librarydesign12.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Also	
  remember	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  clients	
  and	
  specialists	
  ready	
  and	
  willing	
  to	
  help	
  with	
  input	
  
and	
  information.	
  	
  USE	
  THEM.	
  
	
  
	
  
At	
  its	
  core	
  this	
  project	
  asks	
  you	
  to	
  grapple	
  with	
  the	
  question	
  of	
  “what	
  is	
  a	
  library?”	
  	
  You	
  
should	
  undertake	
  this	
  question	
  within	
  the	
  construct	
  of	
  the	
  21st	
  century,	
  in	
  a	
  small	
  town	
  in	
  
Maine.	
  
	
  
	
  
Library:	
  Readfield	
  Community	
  Library	
  
The	
  Readfield	
  Library	
  had	
  its	
  beginnings	
  in	
  the	
  early	
  1960′s.	
  	
  Upon	
  Alice	
  Eaton’s	
  death	
  she	
  
left	
  her	
  home	
  in	
  the	
  center	
  of	
  town	
  to	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  residents	
  who	
  formed	
  the	
  Little	
  Town	
  
Club.	
  	
  All	
  community	
  activities	
  were	
  held	
  in	
  this	
  building	
  including	
  the	
  Lions	
  Club,	
  Boy	
  and	
  
Girl	
  Scouts,	
  dancing	
  classes,	
  Home	
  Extension	
  groups,	
  social	
  gatherings,	
  and	
  community	
  
meetings	
  of	
  all	
  sorts.	
  	
  The	
  two	
  front	
  rooms	
  were	
  allocated	
  for	
  library	
  use	
  and	
  contained	
  a	
  
few	
  wall	
  bookcases…more	
  at	
  http://readfieldlibrary.wordpress.com/about/	
  	
  
	
  
Today	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  is	
  interested	
  in	
  exploring	
  the	
  possibilities	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  facility.	
  	
  
This	
  is	
  in	
  light	
  of	
  an	
  aging	
  existing,	
  but	
  historically	
  significant,	
  building.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  large	
  
parts	
  of	
  the	
  existing	
  library	
  are	
  unusable	
  due	
  to	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  accessibility	
  and	
  issues	
  with	
  
mechanical	
  systems.	
  	
  The	
  library	
  has	
  a	
  wonderfully	
  committed	
  support	
  group	
  and	
  energetic	
  
librarian.	
  	
  The	
  current	
  building	
  is	
  used	
  by	
  a	
  wide	
  variety	
  of	
  town	
  members,	
  and	
  is	
  an	
  active	
  
community	
  hub.	
  	
  The	
  new	
  building	
  should	
  support	
  these	
  ideals,	
  and	
  expand	
  on	
  the	
  
possibilities	
  of	
  a	
  21st	
  century	
  library	
  in	
  Maine.	
  
	
  
	
  
Basic	
  project	
  outline	
  

• A	
  new	
  library	
  for	
  the	
  Town	
  of	
  Readfield,	
  ME	
  
• Existing	
  building	
  to	
  be	
  “torn	
  down”	
  to	
  explore	
  the	
  widest	
  range	
  of	
  possibilities	
  
• There	
  is	
  an	
  active	
  library	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  in	
  place	
  –	
  they,	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  librarian,	
  

are	
  your	
  client	
  
• The	
  Town	
  of	
  Readfield	
  owns	
  the	
  existing	
  library	
  building	
  
• More	
  on	
  the	
  Town	
  of	
  Readfield	
  online:	
  http://readfield.govoffice.com/	
  	
  
• And	
  here	
  for	
  the	
  Readfield	
  Library	
  website:	
  http://readfieldlibrary.wordpress.com/	
  	
  

	
  
Project	
  Objectives	
  

• To	
  work	
  with	
  and	
  listen	
  to	
  “real”	
  clients	
  through	
  the	
  design	
  process,	
  and	
  gain	
  
experience	
  in	
  the	
  collaborative	
  process	
  of	
  architecture,	
  including	
  the	
  creation	
  of	
  a	
  
program	
  outline	
  

• To	
  undertake	
  specific	
  Program	
  Analysis	
  exploring	
  and	
  determining	
  through	
  visual	
  
argument	
  the	
  project’s	
  programmatic	
  relationships	
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• To	
  undertake	
  specific	
  Site	
  Analysis	
  to	
  determine	
  through	
  visual	
  argument	
  the	
  site’s	
  
limitations	
  and	
  possibilities	
  

• To	
  create	
  a	
  personal	
  schedule	
  of	
  work	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  help	
  guide	
  the	
  student	
  
throughout	
  the	
  project;	
  specific	
  goals	
  and	
  deadlines	
  should	
  be	
  listed	
  

• To	
  use	
  the	
  Diagram	
  as	
  a	
  tool	
  for	
  design	
  exploration	
  and	
  explanation	
  of	
  design	
  ideas	
  
• Schematic	
  Design	
  of	
  Library,	
  concentration	
  on	
  intention,	
  expressed	
  through	
  visual	
  

argument	
  and	
  documentation	
  
• Sustainable	
  aspects	
  of	
  design,	
  to	
  explore	
  possible	
  “green”	
  technologies	
  in	
  support	
  

of	
  intention	
  and	
  long-­‐term	
  costs	
  
	
  
Project	
  Program	
  	
  

• Meeting	
  Room	
  (700	
  SF)	
  –	
  Capacity	
  24	
  theater	
  style/	
  capacity	
  12	
  with	
  tables	
  /	
  
separate	
  outside	
  secured	
  entrance	
  

• Children	
  (600	
  SF)	
  –	
  Books	
  accessible	
  by	
  children	
  /	
  variety	
  of	
  child	
  seating	
  areas	
  /	
  
adult	
  reading	
  to	
  child	
  seating	
  /	
  work	
  desk	
  /	
  table(s)	
  /	
  computer	
  

• Adult	
  (1000	
  SF)	
  –	
  books	
  +	
  stacks	
  /	
  3	
  comfortable	
  seating	
  areas	
  /	
  work	
  desks	
  /	
  
integrated	
  computers	
  

• Teen	
  (200	
  SF)	
  –	
  comfortable	
  seating	
  /	
  computer	
  
• Welcome	
  (200	
  SF)	
  –	
  circulation	
  desk	
  /	
  card	
  catalog	
  computer	
  /	
  copy	
  machine	
  /	
  new	
  

book	
  display	
  
• Office	
  (150	
  SF)	
  –	
  work	
  desk	
  /	
  prep	
  area	
  /	
  sink	
  
• Rest	
  Rooms	
  –	
  changing	
  table	
  
• Storage	
  (400	
  SF)	
  –	
  shelving	
  /	
  chair	
  +	
  table	
  storage	
  /	
  utilities	
  
• Entrance	
  –	
  accessible	
  /	
  coat,	
  umbrella,	
  stroller	
  space	
  

	
  
Project	
  Site	
  –	
  1151	
  Main	
  Street,	
  Readfield,	
  ME.	
  	
  	
  
Site	
  visit	
  Monday,	
  October	
  29	
  (map:	
  http://goo.gl/maps/pCbxv)	
  	
  
	
  

 
3



4 

Design	
  Schedule	
  	
  -­	
  Readfield	
  Town	
  Library	
  
	
  

	
  

day/	
  
date	
  

	
  
Class	
  Schedule	
  

	
  
Due	
  in	
  Class	
  

	
  

M	
  
10/29	
  

	
  
	
  

Site	
  Visit	
  /	
  Meet	
  with	
  Readfield	
  Community	
  Library	
  
Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  ON	
  SITE	
  
	
  
Site	
  documentation	
  
Program	
  discussion	
  –	
  program	
  and	
  vision	
  
Precedent	
  Study	
  
Group	
  Site	
  Model	
  -­‐	
  discussion	
  
Begin	
  research	
  –	
  define	
  library,	
  define	
  information,	
  
learn	
  about	
  Readfield,	
  ME	
  
	
  

Meet	
  on	
  site	
  in	
  Readfield	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Th	
  
11/01	
  

In	
  class	
  presentation:	
  	
  Katz	
  Library	
  will	
  come	
  to	
  
discuss	
  library	
  design	
  in	
  the	
  21st	
  century.	
  

	
  

YOUR	
  schedule	
  for	
  the	
  
project	
  (typed):	
  

• Due	
  dates	
  
• Work	
  to	
  be	
  done	
  
• Milestones	
  
• Methods	
  of	
  work	
  
• Etc.	
  

	
  
	
  
M	
  

11/05	
  
	
  

	
  
WORKING	
  SESSION	
  –	
  	
  
desk	
  critiques	
  

	
  

	
  

Th	
  
11/08	
  

	
  

Pre-­Design	
  REVIEW	
  –	
  	
  
Class	
  review/discussion	
  

	
  
	
  

Site	
  analysis	
  (1	
  sheet)	
  
Program	
  Analysis	
  (1	
  sht)	
  
Precedent	
  Study	
  (1	
  sheet)	
  
DRAFT	
  Intention	
  
	
  

P
rogram

/Site	
  an
alysis/P

reced
en
t	
  Stu

d
y	
  

	
   	
  

M	
  
11/12	
  

	
  
WORKING	
  SESSION	
  –	
  	
  
desk	
  critiques	
  

	
  

	
  

Th	
  
11/15	
  

	
  
WORKING	
  SESSION	
  –	
  	
  
desk	
  critiques	
  
	
  

Group	
  Site	
  Model	
  DUE	
  

	
  

Sch
em

atic	
  D
esign

	
  

M	
  
11/19	
  

	
  
WORKING	
  SESSION	
  –	
  	
  
desk	
  critiques	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

Th	
  
11/22	
  

	
  
THANKSGIVING	
  –	
  NO	
  CLASS	
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M	
  

11/26	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
WORKING	
  SESSION	
  –	
  	
  
desk	
  critiques	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

Th	
  
11/29	
  

	
  
Possible	
  Mid-­review	
  w/	
  client	
  &	
  critics	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
   	
  

M	
  
12/03	
  

	
  
WORKING	
  SESSION	
  –	
  	
  
desk	
  critiques	
  
	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
  

Th	
  
12/06	
  

	
  
WORKING	
  SESSION	
  –	
  	
  
desk	
  critiques	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
M	
  

12/10	
  
	
  
WORKING	
  SESSION	
  –	
  	
  
desk	
  critiques	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

Th	
  
12/13	
  

	
  
WORKING	
  SESSION	
  –	
  	
  
desk	
  critiques	
  

	
  

Design	
  Developm
ent	
  

	
   	
  

M	
  
12/17	
  

	
  

FINAL	
  REVIEW	
  –	
  with	
  Guest	
  Critic/s	
  
• Pre-­‐design	
  work	
  
• Plans	
  
• Sections	
  
• Perspective	
  Views	
  
• Working	
  model	
  in	
  site	
  
• NO	
  WORKING	
  IN	
  CLASS	
  

	
  

	
   Fin
al	
  R

eview
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ENTRANCE

CIRCULATION DESK
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TEEN SPACE

ADULT SPACE
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G r e g o r y  B u z z e l l
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EXISTING VEGETATION

“A GREAT BUILDING MUST BEGIN WITH THE UNMEASURABLE, MUST 
GO THROUGH MEASURABLE MEANS WHEN IT IS BEING DESIGNED 

AND IN THE END MUST BE UNMEASURABLE.”

- LOUIS KAHN

EXISTING STRUCTURE EXISTING ACCESS

THROUGH THE STUDY OF THE SITE, ITS NATURAL FEATURES, AND ITS 
SURROUNDINGS, THE SITE ITSELF DIRECTED MY HAND TO CREATE THE 
BASIC SHAPE OF THE OUTLINES YOU SEE ABOVE.  IT IS THIS SHAPE, IN 
COMBINATION WITH MY PRECEDENT STUDY CONCLUSIONS, THAT LED TO 
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE SPACES WITHIN THE LIBRARY.  CLOCKWISE IN THE IMAGES BELOW FROM THE TOP 
LEFT: WINSLOW PUBLIC LIBRARY WITH A SIMPLE SINGLE FLOOR; LITHGOW PUBLIC LIBRARY WITH THREE DISTINCT 
FLOORS; WATERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY WITH SEVERAL DISPARATE FLOORS.  I FELT THAT A SINGLE FLOOR COULD 
SUPPORT DISSEMINATION, BUT THAT TWO FLOORS COULD DO MUCH BETTER BY PROVIDING MORE OPPORTUNITIES 
TO CONNECT TO THE COMMUNITY.

SUN PATH
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Readf ie ld   Communi ty   L ib rary  
Readf ie ld ,    Ma ine    /    Fa l l    2012

A r i e l l e    C o u s e n s

The  proposal  of  a  new  community  library  for  the  

the  needs  and  uses  of  a  library  in  today’s  world.  

such   advancements   in   technology   and   a   broad  

the  essense  of  my  project.  With  a   central   cubic  

supprt  the  community  itself.
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North Elevation South Elevation

East Elevation

West Elevation
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L a r r y    L i t t l e f i e l d
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Light  Wells
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Southwest  View

South  View

Northwest  View

 
37



Site  Plan

North
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R e a d f i e l d  Co m m u n i t y  L i b r a r y 
R e a d f i e l d ,  M a i n e  /  Fa l l  2 0 1 2

S a r a h  B .  N a s h

	 Readfield Community Library is the 
combined efforts of individuals within the 
community working together as one for a 
worthwhile cause.  Over the years, their efforts 
have become the foundation of what is the 
community library.  This project wants to 
encourage bringing members of the community 
together.

	 The project defines unity as a means for 
combining individual spaces within the library 
into one space.  Each space is an organized 
collection of resources working together as a 
whole to establish the basis of what a library is.  
Defining unity within the library will encourage a 
collaborative atmosphere and will thus become 
the foundation for bringing the community 
together.

	 Providing a shared space for individuals 
creates unity within the library and the community.  
While some spaces within a library are intended 
for individual purposes, unobstructed views and 
uniform lighting throughout the entire library 
will connect the space as a whole.  Varying ceiling 
heights and book stack heights will allow for 
individual spaces, but maintain a collaborative 
unified space.
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F I R S T  F L O O R

SECTION A
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S E C O N D  F L O O R

SECTION B
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S E C T I O N  A
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R e a d f i e l d  C o m m u n i t y  L i b r a r y  /  S a r a h  B .  N a s h

S E C T I O N  B

“combining individual spaces
within the library into one space”
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R e a d f i e l d  Co m m u n i t y  L i b r a r y 
R e a d f i e l d ,  M a i n e  /  Fa l l  2 0 1 2

J E S S E  PAT K U S

The current Read!eld library exists in a building 
not originally designed as a library. Comprised 
of small separate spaces, it does not support 
collaborative activities or a visual connection 
between spaces.

The proposed design will enhance visual 
connections and collective discovery. This  
becomes the basis for the organization of a 
communal space that will remain sensitive to 
the individual’s experience.  

Through staggered levels, elongated views, the 
use of compression and release, modularity, 
and human scale, the individual and collective 
experience of library visitors will be enhanced.  
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ANGLED TO CREATE VISUAL 
CONNECTIONS FROM THE EAST 

AND WEST.
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Welcome /Circulation Desk
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1. WELCOME / CIRCULATION DESK

2. CHILDRENS ART SPACE

3. CHILDRENS READING SPACE

4. OFFICE

5. MEETING SPACE

6. TEEN SPACE

7. STORAGE

8. ADULT READING SPACE

9. ADULT STACKS

1.2.

6.

8.

9.

VISUAL CONNECTIONS INSIDE

LEVEL 1

LEVEL 2 

LEVEL 3
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CHILDRENS/ READING SPACE

TEEN SPACE
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CHILDRENS /ART SPACE

ADULT SPACE
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Re a d f i e l d  C o m m u n i t y  L i b ra r y 
Re a d f i e l d ,  M a i n e  /  Fa l l  2 0 1 2

K a r l  S c h a d l i c h

In order to evolve it is necessary to know where one has been.  Therefore, in 
this concept orthogonal orders represent the elements of Readfield’s current 
library that remain essential components to its operation.  The dynamic orders 
are elements that answer current issues that have been identified in the 
research phase.   We learn from the current building that structurally, the floors 
could not support book stacks, so books ended up flooding the walls which 
really limits the use of the spaces to the center which develops a less intimate 
space.  The current structure also lacks the ability to visually connect the 
librarian to children, junior, teen and adult circulation spaces.  And finally, there 
is no community/ group gathering space of a sufficient size for the library to 
host events to establish a more firm collaboration with the town of Readfield.  

In contrast to the libraries conception in the early 1960’s, society has become 
and is constantly developing into a more technologically advanced and 
progressive unit.  This technological expanse and open mindedness are some 
of the key factors into providing an environment that is more accepting of the 
unknowable design capabilities of the future.  It is also the reason why the role 
of dynamic elements is so integral to the juxtaposition with orthogonal orders.  
The dynamic enables the occupant to feel part of something that is in forward 
motion, and the orthogonal maintains the historical charm and intimacy the 
current building provides.  I feel that it is necessary to preserve this historical 
aspect and remind the community of where they have been and allow them to 
see where they may go.  

The design accomplishes this through a variety of methods.  The original façade 
of the current library is left intact and then transforms into a façade that is a 
dynamic strip of curtain wall wrapping around the structure.  This not only ties 
the orthogonal to the dynamic, but helps to establish focal points from within 
spaces.  These controlled views help to maintain a focus on the community

 
54



SITE
DYNAMICS TO ORTHOGRAPHICS

In these diagrams we see 
how the relationships alter 
from micro to macro scales.  
This blue space is the 
dominant orthogonal order 
within the site, but when 
taken to the macro scale it 
becomes dynamic to Rt 17.  
The Macro then becomes 
the more dominant  which 
establishes a space to 
locate the dynamic
structure to juxtapose the 
orthogonal.
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SITE PLAN/ ROOF PLAN

SIDE VIEW

TOP VIEW

From the site dynamics and 
orthographics analysis I translated that 
information from site to building.  The 
massing model to the left helps to 
determine the juxaposition of the two 
orders based upon the shape of the
 existing structure, and aids in the 
placement of the dynamic portion of the 
new 
structure so that the historical 
quality of the current building is not 
overpowered by the
new structure that will be added to it.  
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1st Floor Plan

2nd Floor Plan

1-   Enter
2-   Circulation
3-   Adult
4-   Teen - Junior
5-   Children
6-   Intimate Reading/ Periodical
7-   Restroom
8-   Elevator
9-   Storage

10- Office
11- Staff Space
12- Kitchenette
13- Staff Outdoor Space
14- Digital Media
15- Garden
16- Community Meeting Space

Legend
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SECTION 2
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SECTION 1

SOUTH

ELEVATIONS
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R e a d f i e l d  C o m m u n i t y  L i b r a r y  /  K a r l  S c h a d l i c h

SECTION 2

EAST

SECTION 1

SOUTH

WEST

NORTH

Placing dynamic elements within an orthagonal
 structure developed a dynamic pattern 
in elevation. 

 I continued that pattern into plan to establish a 
consistency within the dynamic order.
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1967-1972

EXETER LIBRARY
LOUIS KHAN

From this precedent study these 3 variations of light that Louis Khan utilized are 
recreated within the new design for the new Community Library.  

The uniformed light correlates to the 
orthagonal elements of the design intention and the existing structure.

The dynamic light correlates to the 
dynamic elements of the new juxtaposed structure.

This leaves the theshold at the juxtaposing point.  That enables the threshold of the new 
structure to house utilitarian spaces.  
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View from Rt. 17

View from future Parking 

Entry Space

Entering Views
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Views From Circulation Desk

To Children

To Teen/ Junior

To Adult
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Upper Level

Digital Media Space

Community Meeting Entrance

Community Meeting 
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Ea r l    I    S h i e l d s
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Ea r l    I    S h i e l d s
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Readf ie ld   Communi ty   L ib rary  
Readf ie ld ,    Ma ine    /    Fa l l    2012

   B e n j am i n    S t o o d l e y

Levels  of  Involvement
When   we   interact   with   something,   we   dont  
typically  recognize  it    as  a  component  to  something  

individual   components   that   work   together   to  
create  a  grand  concept.

Nature  works  in  this  way:

smaller  scale.  

LEVELS  OF  INVOLVEMENT  
WHEN  WE  INTERACT  WITH  SOMETHING,  
WE  DONT  TYPICALLY  RECOGNIZE  IT  AS  A  
COMPONENT  TO  SOMETHING  ON  LARGER  
SCALE.  HOWEVER,  THERE  ARE  DISTINCT  
INDIVIDUAL  COMPONENTS  THAT  WORK  
TOGETHER  TO  CREATE  A  GRAND  CON-­
CEPT.
NATURE  WORKS  THIS  WAY
ONE  ENTITY  NATURALLY  DEVELOPES  AT  A  PROPORTION  
THAT  CAN  BE  RELATED  TO  ANOTHER  SIMILAR  ENTITY,  
AT  A  LARGER  OR  SMALLER  SCALE.
              

    -­THIS  GRANDE  CONCEPT  PROGRESSES  IN  
GRADATION.
        

INDIVIDUAL  LEVELS

MOVEMENT
   -­  BETWEEN  LEVELS

GRADUAL  MOTION
        -­  FROM  ONE  LEVEL  THE  
THE  NEXT.                            
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WHEN  WE  INTERACT  WITH  SOMETHING,  
WE  DONT  TYPICALLY  RECOGNIZE  IT  AS  A  
COMPONENT  TO  SOMETHING  ON  LARGER  
SCALE.  HOWEVER,  THERE  ARE  DISTINCT  
INDIVIDUAL  COMPONENTS  THAT  WORK  
TOGETHER  TO  CREATE  A  GRAND  CON-­
CEPT.
NATURE  WORKS  THIS  WAY
ONE  ENTITY  NATURALLY  DEVELOPES  AT  A  PROPORTION  
THAT  CAN  BE  RELATED  TO  ANOTHER  SIMILAR  ENTITY,  
AT  A  LARGER  OR  SMALLER  SCALE.
              

    -­THIS  GRANDE  CONCEPT  PROGRESSES  IN  
GRADATION.
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QUICK
DIRECT
SHARP 

SLOW  
GRADUAL  
SOFT  

WITHIN  SOCIETY...
   ...WE  SEE  THIS  GRADUAL  MOTION  FROM  ONE  LEVEL  TO  THE  NEXT.

      -­  FIRST:        INTERACT  WITH  A  COMMUNITY
                  -­  TO  SEE  ACTIVITIES

      -­  SECOND:        INTERACT  WITH  AN  ACTIVITY
                  -­  TO  SEE  INDIVIDUAL

      -­  THIRD:      INTERACT  WITH  INDIVIDUAL

WITHIN  A  LIBRARY...
   ...IN  TERMS  OF  

SPACE    ...IN  TERMS  OF  

SCALE

 
   ...IN  TERMS  OF  

LIGHT

  THE  FUNCTION  OF  THE  SPACES  
BECOME  MORE  INDEPENDENT  AS  
WE  PROGRESS.

  THE  SCALE  OF  A  SPACE  BECOMES  
SMALLER  AS  WE  PROGRESS

THE  SPACES  BECOME  MORE                  
FOCUSED  AS  WE  PROGRESS  SOCIAL  

PRIVATE  

PUBLIC  

SOCIAL  

PRIVATE  

PUBLIC  

SOCIAL  

PRIVATE  

PUBLIC  

Quick  
Direct  
Sharp

Slow  
Gradual  

LEVELS  OF  INVOLVEMENT  
WHEN  WE  INTERACT  WITH  SOMETHING,  
WE  DONT  TYPICALLY  RECOGNIZE  IT  AS  A  
COMPONENT  TO  SOMETHING  ON  LARGER  
SCALE.  HOWEVER,  THERE  ARE  DISTINCT  
INDIVIDUAL  COMPONENTS  THAT  WORK  
TOGETHER  TO  CREATE  A  GRAND  CON-­
CEPT.
NATURE  WORKS  THIS  WAY
ONE  ENTITY  NATURALLY  DEVELOPES  AT  A  PROPORTION  
THAT  CAN  BE  RELATED  TO  ANOTHER  SIMILAR  ENTITY,  
AT  A  LARGER  OR  SMALLER  SCALE.
              

    -­THIS  GRANDE  CONCEPT  PROGRESSES  IN  
GRADATION.
        

INDIVIDUAL  LEVELS

MOVEMENT
   -­  BETWEEN  LEVELS

GRADUAL  MOTION
        -­  FROM  ONE  LEVEL  THE  
THE  NEXT.                            

Community

Individual

Social Public Private
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