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TOWN OF READFIELD
READFIELD, MAINE 04355

{207) 8BB-4P39

001012

To: Harold E. Macomber, a constable of the Town of Readfield, Maine, in the
County of Kennebec.

In the name of the State of Maine and said Town, you are hereby required to
notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Readfield, qualified by law to vote
in Town affairs, of the Special Public Hearing preceding the establishment of the

Town of Readfield Cable Television Ordinance.

To: The voters of the Town of Readfield: You are hereby notified to meet at the
Readfield Town Office on Monday, the eighteenth day of January, 1988 at 8:00

p-m. Then and there to comment on the following (attached) proposed Ordinance.
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I attest that the attached seven pages are a true copy
of the Cable Television Ordinance passed at the Public Hearing

held at the Selectmen's Meeting January 18, 1988,

Martha D. Gifford, TqﬂnﬁCLerk
Dated: January 19, 1988
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TOWN OF READFIELD

CABLE TELEVISION ORDINANCE

The Town of Readfield, Kennebec County and State of Maine,
acting by and through its municipal officers, HEREBY ORDAINS the

following Cable Television Ordinance:

Section 1l. PURPOSE

This ordinance authorizes the municipal officers to control
the franchising and regulation of cable television systems using
public ways in the Town of Readfield in order to assure that the
needs and interests of the local citizens are adequately met; and
to determine, according to the judgment of the municipal
officers, the type and deqree of regulations deemed to be in the
best interests of the c¢itizens of the Town. Cable television
systems located in accordance with this ordinance, implementing

requlations and franchises are not considered defects in oublic

wayS.

Section 2. DEFINITIONS

a. “"Cable service" means (A) the one-way transmission to
subscribers of (i) video programming, or (ii}) other programming
service, and (B) subscriber interaction, if any, which |is
required for the selection of such video programming or other
programming service.

b. *Cable television system” means any facility,
consisting of a set of closed transmission paths and associated
signal generation, reception, and control equipment that is

designed to provide cable service which includes video
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programming and which is provided to multiple subscribers within
the Town. Such term shall not include a facility that serves
only subscribers in one or more multiple unit dwellings under
common ownership, control or management, unless such facility
uses any public right-of-way. The term shall also not include
any facilities of any electric utility used solely for operating
its electric utility systems.

Ce "Cable television operator” means any person, group of
persons, firm or corporation (A} who provides cable service over
a cable television system and directly or through one or more
affiliates owns a significant interest in such cable system, or
(B) who otherwise controls or is responsible for, through any
arrangement, the management and operation of such a cable system.

d. "Town" means the Town of Readfield, organized and
existing under the laws of the State of Maine and the area within
its territorial limits.

Ce Federal definitions controlling. The definitions

containgd in this ordinance rely on those contained in the Cable
Communications Policy Act of 1984 (47 U.S5.C. Section 521 et
seq.), as it is from time to time amended and interpreted. Any
ambiguity shall be resolved by reference to the federal statutes,
regulations and £he dgcisions interpreting the same. In the
event of .any conflict between this ordinance and the federal

statutes, the latter shall control.

Section 3. FRANCHISE REQUIRED

No cable system operator shall install, maintain, or operate

with the Town or place or maintain along the Town's public ways,
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any cable television system and appurtenances, or parts thereof,
unless a franchise authorizing the use of said public ways has

first been obtained pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance

and unless said franchise is in full force and effect.

Section 4. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

a. Any cable television system shall be constructed and
operated in accordance with Federal Communications Commission
regulations and in such a manner as to provide a safe, adequate
and reliable service to subscribers.

b No cable television operator, notwithstanding any
provision in a franchise, may abandon service or any portion
thereof without having given six months' prior written notice to
the Town and to any other town which may be affected by the
abandonment. If abandonment of service is prohibited by the
terms of the franchise, no cable television operator may abandon
that service withcut written consent of the municipal officers.
Any cable television operator which violates this paragraph shall
be subject to a fine of $50,.00 per day., for each day that the
violation continues.

Ce The Town shall be entitled to injunctive relief in
addition to any other remedies available by law to protect any

rights conferred by this ordinance or state law (30 M.R.5.A.

Section 2158, as amended).

Section 5. FRANCHISE CONTRACT

de The municipal officers of the Town may contract on such

terms, conditions and impose such fees as are 1in the best
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interests of the Town, including the grant of exclusive or
nonexclusive franchises for a period not to exceed fifteen (15)
years, for the placing and maintenance of cable television
systems within the territorial limits of the Town,
be Each franchise shall contain the following provisions:
1. The area or areas to be served;
2. A line extension policy:;
3. A provision for renewal, the term of which shall
not exceed 15 years:;
4. Procedures for the investigation and resolution of
complaints by the cable television operator: and
5e Such other terms and conditions which are in the
best interests of the municipality.

Ce The municipal officers are authorized to require the
cable television operator to file a surety performance bond
conditioned upon the faithful perforﬁance of the contract and
full compliance with any laws, ordinances, or regulations
governing said franchise, including the cost of dismantling the
system, When the cable television operator has completed its
proposed system as set forth in its proposal, and in compliance
with its franchi§e agreement, the municipal officers may permit
the operator to cancel such bond except for an amount to cover
cost of dismantling the system.

d. Applicants for a non-transferable franchise shall pay a
non-refundable filing fee to the Town of five hundred dollars
($500,00) to defray the cost of public notice, advertising, legal

and other expenses incurred in acting upon applications.
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e Ten copies of the application shall be filed with the

Town Clerk and shall contain such information as the Town may

require, including but not limited to:

1. A general description of the applicant's proposed
operation:

2a A statement detailing its business or corporate
organization:;

3. A written commitment to timely service and
restoration of property;

4. A schedule of proposed charges;

5. A statement detailing its previous two fiscal
years, and an estimated ten vyear financial
projection of its proposed system;

6. Its proposed annual Town franchise fee, if any, or
the basis for the same; and

Te A statement detailing the prior operational
experience of the applicant in cable television
systems and/or microwave service, including that
of 1its officers, ﬁanagement and staff to Dbe
associated with the proposed operation.

£. Any franchise contract may be revoked by the municipal

officers for good and sufficient cause, after due notice to the

company and a public hearing thereon, with the right to appeal to

the Superior Court under Rule B80B of the Maine Rules of Civil

Procedure.
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Section 6. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIODS

ae. This ordinance and any amendment thereto requires a
seven day notice of the meeting at which the ordinance or
amendments to the ordinance are to be proposed and acted upon.
Said .notice shall be given in the manner provided for town
meetings and such ordinances shall be effective immediately upon
adoption.

b. Upon filing, any franchise application and related
documents are public records open tg inspection by the public
during reasonable hours, including specifically the regular
business hours of the Town Office.

Ce Before issuance of a request for proposals, the Town
shall maintain the proposed request for proposals on the agenda
of the Selectmens Meeting for a period'of at least seven days for
the purpose of determining any special local needs or interests.
Any citizen of the Town shall have the right to comment, by
writing filed in advance, or orally at the meeting at which the
proposed request for proposals is to be considered.

d. Following reasonable notice to the public, any
franchise application shall be available for inspection for a
period of at least twenty days prior to the municipal officers
taking action on the same. Any citizen of the Town shall have
the right to comment, by writing filed in advance, or orally at
the meeting at which the franchise applications are to be
considered.

. Before authorizing the issuance of any such franchise

contract, the municipal officers shall review the applicant's
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character, financial and technical qualifications and the
adequacy and feasibility of its qualifications to operate a cable
television system within the Town, and shall conduct a public
hearing thereon with at least seven days advertised notice prior

to said public hearing.

Given under our hands this 4th day of January, 1988.

READFIELD BOARD OF SELECTMEN:

Aﬁ¢h / / , Chairman

“~Tuy S.—~Parks, Jr.
/s.f-ur.c /{ é&czﬂ-u”“(}m_/

Harold E. Macomber
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STATE of MAINE

Constable's Return

County of Kennebec, ss. January 8, 1988

I certify that I have notified the voters of the Town of Readfield of the
Special Public Hearing by posting by posting an attested copy of the within pro-

posed Town of Readfield Cable Television Ordinance at the following places:

Readfield Post Office Readfield Corner
Kents Hill Post Office Kents Hill
Depot Market Readfield Depot

Readfield Town Office Route 17

All being conspicuous, public places within Readfield on January 8, 1988, which

is at least 7 days next prior to said Public Hearing date.

Dated at Readfield this 8th day of January, 1988.

Attest a true copy, WW

“ Harold E. Macomber, Constable
Readfield, Maine

RECEIVED KINNECEC SS.
1988 JAN 20 AM 9: 0O
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