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Hey Peeps, its that time of year again.  The Readfield Recre-

ation Association is putting on their Annual Easter Egg 

Hunt. 

Where:  Maranacook High School 

When:  Saturday,  March 31st at 10am 

Who:  Kids ages 1-10 years of age 

 

Bring your own baskets (and Boots….Looks like we will still have snow) 

Donations of candy can be dropped off at RES or the Readfield Town Office. 

THIS IS NOT A SCHOOL SPONSORED EVENT 

Nomination papers are available for 2 Select Board positions, 
2 RSU 38 positions and 3 Local School Board positions.  In 
order for your name to appear on the Town Meeting Election 
ballot you will need to acquire 25 registered Readfield voters 
signatures.  Nomination papers are due back in the Clerks 
office on April 13th by 3:30pm. 

If you have questions or want more information please call 
the Clerk at 685-1816. 
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The Spirit of America Foundation Tribute is presented in the 
name of Maine municipalities to local individuals, organizations 
and projects for commendable community service. 

The Town of Readfield will be accepting one page nominations till 
April 25th at 6pm.  Please send your nominations by e-mail to 
readfield.clerk@roadrunner.com or you may send them to Town 
of Readfield, 8 Old Kents Hill Rd, Readfield Maine 04355 and of 
course you may also just drop them at the office. 

Is your dog still not licensed because it needs a rabies shot?  Here's 
your solution…….. .Tractor Supply in Augusta is doing a new program 
starting March 7th from 2:00-3:30.  Every Wednesday  Tractor Supply 
will be holding a Rabies Clinic for a cost of $19.00 per shot.  Check out 
their web site because the clinic also does other shots as well as micro 
chipping.   

State Law §3922 ISSUANCE OF LICENSE:  Each owner or keeper of a 
dog at the age of  6 months or more, on or before January 1st of each 
year, shall obtain a license from the clerk of the municipality where the 
dog is kept. 

Readfield’s Animal Control Officer will be out there giving 7 day notices 
and summons for any unlicensed dogs. 

Exemption forms are due by April 1st of each year in order to be credited 

on your 2018-19 tax bill.  Are you a new homeowner and have lived in 

Readfield for a year now?  You may qualify!  It’s a one time application 

for a Homestead Exemption that could save you a couple hundred dollars 

in property tax money. 

Please call the office to see if you qualify or are receiving the Homestead 

Exemption.  207-685-4939 

mailto:readfield.clerk@roadrunner.com
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Dear Neighbors; 

 

You probably have seen in the local newspapers articles about town meetings throughout central 
Maine. Readfield is different as the final budget is voted upon by secret ballot and not at an open floor 
town meeting. 

 

However, this does not mean there are not an open floor meeting opportunities to address the budget. 
I hope every household received a post card inviting you to two key public meetings concerning the 
Readfield budget. 

 

The first meeting is a joint presentation of the draft municipal budget by the Budget Committee and 
Select Board on Thursday, March 29 at 6:30 PM at town hall. This is opportunity to get public input 
and hear questions, comments, and suggestions as we work to finalize the budget to place before vot-
ers. 

 

The second meeting is on Thursday, April 26, also at town hall at 6:30 PM. This meeting is a hearing 
on the completed warrant that includes all budget and ordinance articles. It is an opportunity to com-
ment in support of or in opposition to what will be appearing on the June 12 ballot. 

 

I personally invite you to attend both meetings and do appreciate your participation.   

 

Kind Regards; 

Bruce Bourgoine, Select Board Chair 

Mount Vernon Food BankMount Vernon Food Bank  

 People in Readfield who find they are in need at any time during the year do not 

have to go hungry.  The Mt. Vernon Food Bank, located at the First Baptist Church in Mt. 

Vernon, serves the people of Readfield in addition to Vienna, Fayette and Mt. Vernon.  It 

is open every Saturday morning from 9:30am to 12pm and is supported by the schools, 

churches and individuals from the area.   

 Those who are not in need of the food service can become supporters of the Food 

Bank with tax-deductible checks made payable to the Mt. Vernon Food Bank.  

 If you are in need of help during off hours, please call:  Betty White at 480-1525 or  

Helen Wilkey  at 293-2351. 



Page 5 VOLUME 15 ISSUE 4 

Bruce Bourgoine, Candidate for Select Board 

 

Readfield is a special place because of our community values. That's why my family deliberately 
picked this town in which to buy land and build a home over twenty-five rears ago. I am now running 
for reelection to hopefully continue in the service of those values. 

 

It has been a pleasure serving the last three years on your Select Board, including two assisting it as 
chair. There have been challenges and accomplishments that the board as a whole has achieved. 
Hopefully I have contributed to what citizens expect in respectful discourse and decorum. 

 

I am appreciative to have had a hand in selecting Mr. Eric Dyer as our town manager and negotiating 
a contract renewal with our employees on a timely basis. The board as a whole has worked diligently 
on both short and long term goals. Our focus on the municipal budget has helped to yield, with the 
participation of many hands, two nearly flat budgets.    

 

Our work on goals has yielded a significant tax relief ordinance that 
we will place before the voters this year. In the future I am hoping 
our continued work in the area of energy conservation and alter-
nate energy will yield financial benefits for the very long term for 
Readfield. These efforts represent the type of creativity and service 
to community I hope to play a role in during the next three years. 

 

In addition to my term on your Select Board, I was elected twice to 
our School Board in 2000 and 2003 that included terms as chair of 
the RES Board and chair of the CSD #10 Budget and Finance Com-
mittee. I have also served a term as a Trustee for the Readfield 
Community Library.  

 

My management experience comes from the newspaper business where I oversaw logistics and mar-
keting at a number of daily newspapers including the Kennebec Journal. I was directly accountable 
for planning and managing product launches along with multi-million dollar profit and loss responsi-
bilities in Maine. Currently I am Publisher and part owner of a small specialty newspaper serving 
Maine’s legal community and work from here in Readfield. Like many small business owners, I wear 
multiple hats and do multiple jobs. I’ve taught online newspaper management courses, served as a 
publishing industry consultant, worked third shift at LL Bean, and currently serve as Executive Direc-
tor of the non-profit Maine Society of Land Surveyors. To relax, I like to hike, paddle, read, and dab-
ble in photography. 

 

I care deeply about Readfield as a community. Being a vibrant place to live with continued good gov-
ernance will serve those who live and retire here along with attracting new individuals, couples, 
young families, and small businesses which will help make Readfield's future brighter for all of us. I 
appreciate your support. 
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First, I want to thank everyone who voted for me in June 

2015.  It has been a pleasure to work for the citizens of 

Readfield and I appreciate your confidence in me.  I am a 

strong believer in giving back, so volunteering is very im-

portant to me.  

I ran on a promise of good governance, transparency, 
prosperity and unity for our community.  I believe the 
Select Board has made real progress on these promises. 
It has been a learning experience and one that has given 
me a desire to continue my service to Readfield.  I could 
list all the accomplishments of the Select Board for the 
past two and half years, but the accomplishments are the 
efforts of the entire Board.  I am asking for your vote for 
one of the two open Select Board seats this June so I con-

tinue to serve on this Board.     

Christine Sammons, Candidate for Select Board 

One of my Select Board goals is to hold more activities for families.  Since there isn’t an Herit-
age Day celebration this year, I would like to hold a Family Fun Day on August 11th, the same 
day of the Library Book Sales and the Fire Department Bean Hole Dinner.  Any organization 
who participated in the Heritage Day celebration who wants to participate in the Family Fun 
Day, please get in touch with me at csammons@readfieldmaine.org.  Also please send me an 
email with any ideas you might have for activities such as parents vs children baseball game or a 
family walk-run on the trails. 

Family Fun Day on  

August 11th 2018 

mailto:csammons@readfieldmaine.org
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Property Taxes and Tax Assistance 

 

Over the past several years, and in some cases much longer, a number of factors have increased the burden on 

local property tax payers across the State.  While many point to local spending as the culprit this is simply not 

the case, particularly when looking at municipal spending here in Readfield.  The primary factors are external 

and beyond the control of any municipality.  Three of the most impactful include: 

 

 Inflation rates that exceed the rate of increase in real estate values, and subsequently in assessed property 

values.  Because municipalities rely very heavily on property taxes as a source of revenue the result is 

higher costs to provide the same level of services without sufficient offsetting revenue from property taxes 

if the mil rate is kept flat. 

 The plundering of municipal revenue sharing dollars by State government.  The State of Maine is required 

to return a portion of the revenue it collects to municipalities.  Over the past several years this transfer has 

not happened at anything close to the rate required by law and was recently cut by 60%. 

 Significant reductions in revenue sharing and school subsidies provided by State government to local 

school districts and RSU’s. 

 

The net result of the last two trends in particular has been a shift away from sales, lodging, and income taxes 

collected by the State that are strongly correlated to a resident’s (and in many cases a non-resident’s) ability to 

pay them; toward local property taxes that have far less of a correlation to a person’s ability to pay.  This is 

particularly true of older and lower-income year-round residents of the state.  Many in Readfield have felt the 

pinch and have asked their appointed and elected officials to take action.  In collaboration with the Age Friend-

ly Committee the Select Board has researched and developed a proposed Property Tax Assistance Program and 

supporting Ordinance (as required by state law) to assist those most in need. 

 

The goal of the proposed Property Tax Assistance Program is to provide targeted property tax assistance to 

low income residents using parameters that are equitable, understandable, and accessible.   

 

Key features of the program are as follows: 

 Open to all low-income Readfield residents who have had a homestead here for at least the past year, and 

who have applied for and received assistance through the State Property Tax Fairness Credit program. 

 Provides a benefit that is proportional to income and age. 

 Maximum benefits of $360 for qualifying residents over 65 and $240 for qualifying residents under 65.  

This could easily be 10% - 20% or more of a property tax bill. 

 “Piggybacks” on an existing State program to minimize local administrative burden and ensure that appli-

cants are pre-qualified in a meaningful way. 
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The Select Board has made this program a priority and will be presenting an ordinance and funding mecha-

nism at Town Meeting on June 12th in order to have the program fully functioning to assist with the payment 

of 2018 taxes (due in September of 2018 and February of 2019).  Both the Ordinance and funding mechanism 

will need to be approved in order for the program to move forward. 

 

A Public Budget Meeting and Hearing will be held on April 26, 2018 to discuss this and other portions of the 

budget and warrant for the upcoming fiscal year.  Your questions and comments are welcome and appreciated.  

The more feedback that is received the better, and the more questions that are asked the better informed the 

public will be to decide on this complex but vital question.   

 

Respectfully, 

Eric Dyer, 

Readfield Town Manager 

The Age Friendly Committee  
The proposed Town Budget which will be voted on at the Town Meeting 
in June will include an item to develop a property tax assistance pro-
gram for Readfield residents. 

The Age Friendly Committee supports this initiative.  The need 
for some sort of property tax relief was supported by those who respond-
ed to the survey distributed by the Age Friendly Committee last year. In 
fact, property tax assistance is a top priority of the Age Friendly Commit-
tee.  

This support comes as a result of the responses to the survey. Below are some of the highlights: 

In response to the question, generally, how would you rate Readfield as a place for old-
er residents to age in place?   About half the respondents said good or excellent.  But the fol-
lowing comments were added to an open ended question. 

 Taxes are driving people away 

 The town is in a great central location relative to places in Maine that are fun to visit.  How-
ever, the property taxes are too high. 

 Readfield is a wonderful place to raise children, but I can see some difficulties for the elderly.  
Transportation, property taxes and housing are some of the difficulties, in my opinion. 
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The Age Friendly Committee Cont. 

 

 I find property tax too large a burden on a fixed income.  Wish town could at least cut the bill 
in half for the elderly.  I barely drive roads any more; I have no kids in school and believe tax dol-
lars are going for services I don’t use. 

 Taxes too high for seniors 

 Taxes are outrageous 

 Taxes too high 

 

In response to the question, Here are some statements about your housing situation, 
indicate if you agree or disagree. The following response was received: 

The property taxes are difficult for me to afford 

12% Strongly agree 

24% Agree 

47% Disagree 

Comments: 

 My housing if fine for me now while my wife and I are still working.  I am 70 years old and my 
wife is 65.  We would not be able to maintain our life style once we retire.  Property taxes, 
maintenance would be too much for us. 

 Too expensive, taxes 

 Taxes will be a big problem when I have only one income 

 Taxes are always too high 

 Not for me, but would imagine high property taxes are a burden for others in town 

 Taxes are a big issue, and the fact that lake front owners pay 70% of taxes is plain wrong. 

 Taxes are very prohibitive.  I think I may have to move from this town. 

 

There will be hearings on this proposal.  We urge you to attend, learn the details of the proposal 
and get any questions answered.  The proposal, modeled after the towns of Monmouth and Cum-
berland addresses concerns raised by residents and meets a need.  We urge you to support it at 
the Town Meeting in June. 
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Readfield Community Library  

 

Please Join us for April’s Book club discussion  

 

"Most people know Ira Levin from ROSEMARY'S BABY or THE STEPFORD WIVES.  His science fiction 

novel THIS PERFECT DAY also concerns mechanisms of mind control and conformity.  Children's book 

writer/postal clerk Justine Fontes originally read the novel as a teenager -- and nearly fell out of a tree when 

she reached the surprise ending.  (Caution: never read on a high branch!) Now Justine invites you to read/re-

read THIS PERFECT DAY as it relates to the rise of computers, globalization, pharmaceutical therapy and 

other dystopias, like George Orwell's 1984.” 

Justine Fontes 

 

April Calendar of events include: 

Wednesday, April 4th-2:30 to 4:30: “Drop in Cribbage Club” - Bring a board, a friend or just yourself. For 

all ages and experience levels. 

Wednesday, April11th-Librarian Maureen Kinder will be at the Readfield Elementary School Family Litera-

cy Night. Visit our display and sign up for a Library card and start borrowing. 

Monday April 16th-The Library will be closed for Patriots Day. 

Wednesday, April 18th-6:30: AARP info/Q&A session with Elizabeth Tofner (join us for information and a 

cookie!). 

Wednesday, April 18th-6:30: Evening “Drop in Cribbage Club”  

Wednesday, April 25th-6:30: “Bookclub” - The April book is “This Perfect Day” by Ira Levin.  

 

Library Hours: 

Monday 6:00 to 8:00 

Wednesday 2:00 to 8:00 

Readfield  Emporium                                          

Gourmet pizzas, entrees, eat in & take out, wine & beer                                                                      

Wed. through Sun. 5—9ish    

9:00am Brunch Sat. & Sun.  685-7348 
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Readfield United Methodist Church 

Route 17   

Readfield, Me 04355 

Join us for Lenten Season  

Worship with us every Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
Nursery provided. 

Everyone is Welcome to join us. 

Come as you are. 

The church is handicap accessible 

www.readfieldchurch.org 

Easter Sunday April 1st 2018 

 Easter Sunrise service 6:00 a.m. at              
Jesse Lee Meeting House with                   

Manchester Community Church 

http://www.readfieldchurch.org
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Here we are at the tail end of a long winter and we all know what that means-thoughts and 

dreams of summertime fun. Is there a better way to celebrate summer than with your Friends of 

the Readfield Community Library? Well, okay, actually there are loads of ways to revel in sum-

mer, but having fun with us while helping enhance the Library’s services and programs must be 

on the top ten list.  

Here’s what’s planned so far. The Library Friends will participate in the August 11th Family Fun 

Day. The complete Family Fun Day is still being organized, but the Friends of the Library will 

be there. It’s hoped our efforts will serve to complement the annual Library Book Sale and the 

Readfield Fire Department’s Bean Hole Supper, as well as additional activities being planned by 

other groups. 

First, our instantly popular Soak-N-Wet will return. Remember what fun that was during Herit-

age Days last year? Several volunteers took their turns sitting in a chair beneath a bucket of very 

cold water, waiting for someone with a good arm to connect with the target lever, dislodge the 

bucket, and, well, you probably know what happened next….We’re not sure whether any of last 

year’s suckers, I mean volunteers, will return to occupy the chair. No need to worry, though, 

others will be found! 

The Friends of the Library will also sell popcorn, water, steamed hot dogs, ice cream bars and 

other goodies from late morning through lunch.  

Later in the evening, we are planning more entertainment, although the details are still being 

ironed out. We’ll keep you posted as plans progress.  Meanwhile, flip the pages ahead on your 

calendar and circle August 11.  

There’s a purpose to all of this fun, and that’s for the Friends of the Library to raise money to 

help support the Readfield Community Library and enhance the wonderful programs it offers. 

Our Town is fortunate to have such a great place. The Friends of the Readfield Community Li-

brary exist to keep it so. 

 

Karen Peterson 
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Readfield Trails Committee (RTC) Latest News 
 

     As this article is being written, about 1-2 inches of new snow has fallen overnight. Knowing how much our 

trails system in Readfield gets used, I am sure that latest delivery by Mother Nature will not deter residents 

from getting out on the trails and sidewalk to enjoy what nature provides us. 

 

     At our regular monthly meeting in February, a sub committee of members Nancy Buker, Ken Clark, Greg 

Leimback, and Rob Peale was formed to investigate and make a proposal to the full committee on how best to 

use software to create a new trails map. Don Rahmlow gave the committee a demonstration using the software 

he created to show the possibilities that exist. He has volunteered his time and expertise to help bring the new 

map to fruition. The overall goal is for RTC to collaborate with the Readfield Conservation Commission, 

Readfield's snowmobile club, and possibly Kennebec Land Trust  to provide a map to residents and visitors to 

Readfield that has all trails within the town labeled with distances and landmarks included along with potential  

parking areas. The new map could also be an accessible link on the town website. Look for updates in future 

Messenger articles. 

 

     RTC has requested a student /staff group from Kents Hill School to work on spring cleanup and mainte-

nance on our trails. Hopefully the snow will be gone in late April so that our collaboration with the school can 

continue. In the fall, a huge windstorm and heavy rains over a two week span prevented two scheduled days 

with the students from occurring.    

 

     Later this spring, RTC members will be installing new signage at the esker trail located at the Readfield 

Transfer Station. As a reminder, RSU # 38 has given permission for trail users to park their vehicles in the 

neighboring lot. The new trail has been used this past fall by hikers and this winter has revealed snowshoe 

tracks heading out to the esker. RTC plans to install a resting / observing nature bench at the terminus for users 

to enjoy. 

 

     Again we extend an invitation to attend any of our meetings on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 in 

the town office. If you are looking for a spot to volunteer and enjoy some great company we are always open 

to having you join us on the trails. Contact Greg Durgin at durgie@roadrunner.com or by phone at 685-4481. 

 

mailto:durgie@roadrunner.com
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THE UNION MEETING HOUSE 
   On the National Register of Historic Places since 1982 

 

     On March 11th the Weathervane Restaurant and Lounge hosted a fund raising dinner for the 

Readfield Union Meeting House. Many loyal followers and friends of the UMH attended and some who were 

unable to attend sent donations. A very grateful thank you goes out to all. There were delicious entrees and 

home baked desserts; so many desserts that people were told to take one home for later. No one went home 

hungry with the generous portions that the Weathervane served. 

The large crowd enjoyed music provided by Stan Keach, Bud Godsoe, Dan Simons and Julie Davenport, all 

members of the Sandy River Ramblers. 

 

     The Board is very anxious for spring to get here so the ground will thaw allowing Maine Barn Co. to finish 

constructing the concrete piers in the basement thus allowing the remaining sanctuary joists to be installed. 

 

    SAVE THE DATE: To all that attended our International Dinner last year, we know that you are not going 

to want to miss out this year. We will be hosting our international dinner menu on Saturday April 21st. It will 

be at Maranacook Community High School, same as last year, from 5-7pm.  Tickets are the same price as last 

year- Adults $15. and Children 12 and under $10. Watch for posters and ads in the local papers. Approximate-

ly 85 people attended last year and we are expecting more this year. Help us spread the word! Reservations are 

suggested. You may call Nancy Durgin- 685-4481 or Marianne Perry- 685-3531. If you have questions please 

call the same numbers. 

 

    Mark your calendars as the RUMH will be open to visitors starting Saturday May 26th from 10:00am to 

12:00 noon. Our summer hours will run at least until the end of September. The Meeting House is a great 

showcase for you to share with your summer visitors! 
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READFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
     Our annual meeting and program on March 17th was well attended by about 40 people. We wish to ex-
press many thanks to the 3rd Maine Infantry Volunteer re-enactors for an interesting presentation about 
the daily lives of Civil War soldiers.  
     Mark your calendars for Memorial Day weekend when the Readfield Historical Society building will 
open for the season. Watch the May Messenger for details.  
     In the meantime, Dale Potter-Clark is offering two presentations in April. Read on for details... 
 
"EARLY RELIGION IN READFIELD" on Monday, April 23, 2018 ~ 9:30-11:00am  
Senior Cafe’ Maranacook Middle High School Cafeteria 
Readfield was settled years ahead of the War of Independence and before the US Constitution assured 
religious freedom. In those days the Congregational Church and Puritan lifestyle still prevailed. It was not 
long, however, before Baptist, Methodist and other evangelists and missionaries came into this back-
country and converted many of our fair residents. Still later the Universalists appeared. Early Readfield 
became a hot bed of free thinkers, movers and shakers. Dale will share information about the coming of 
early religions in Readfield which was on the missionary circuit in the late 18th and early 19th centu-
ries. Methodists, Baptists, Universalists and even the Shakers impacted Readfield in its earliest days.  
 
“PATRIOTS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR” on Wednesday, April 25, 2018 6:30-8:30pm  
Maranacook Adult and Community Education (MACE), Maranacook Community High School 
  
Soon after the first shot was fired at Lexington, 243 years ago, nineteen men from Winthrop, ages 14 to 
46, picked up arms and marched off to fight for independence. Some had also fought in the French & In-
dian War. Several of them were living in the part of Winthrop that later became Readfield (1791) and 
North Manchester (1850).  Over the years more than ninety Patriots lived in Readfield and many are bur-
ied here. In this presentation you will hear some of their stories. $12.50 registration will help support a 
“Museum in the Streets” project in Readfield. 
 
FMI about MACE or the Senior Cafe’ contact Susan Simons or Nicole Cushing or at 685-4923x1065;  
FMI about the presentations contact Dale Potter-Clark crossings4u@gmail.com or call 441-9184. 
 

PHOTO CAPTION: 
Gravestones of some 
Packard men in Kents 
Hill Cemetery. These are 
but a few of the Revolu-
tionary War Patriots who 
lived and are buried in 
Readfield. 
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A Weekly Update of What’s 

Developing in FirstPark, 

March 16, 2018 from the 

desk of Executive Director 

Jim Dinkle 

WATERVILLE’S HOT SINGLE-FAMILY HOME MARKET ISN’T COOLING DOWN is the title of an 

article featured March 9 in MaineBiz.  Read the article at http://www.mainebiz.biz/article/20180309/

NEWS01/180309945/1095?utm_source=enews&utm_medium=REI&utm_campaign=Monday. 

MY CALL TRIP to Kentucky has been postponed to early next week due to the inclement weather.  Know 

that Kentucky had snow this week, just like Maine! 

OUTDOOR EUROPE TRADE SHOW, THE MAINE INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER AND MAINE 

OUTDOOR BRANDS INVITE YOU to Friedrichshafen, Germany to be an exhibitor or visitor at the trade 

fair and global summit meeting of the entire outdoor industry. OutDoor Europe brings together nearly 1,000 

exhibitors, 21,000 trade visitors from 90 countries, and over 1,000 journalists from 31 countries. 

In addition to the trade show, MITC and MOB will work with the US Commercial Service to help identify 

key OutDoor attendees and influencers, pre-event, extending invitations to visit and set up appointments with 

Maine exhibiting companies.  Maine International Trade Center will provide companies with trade show assis-

tance, including market research reports, and help with post trade show follow up.  For more information, con-

tact either Jim Bennett of the Maine International Trade Center at (207) 541-7400 or Jim Hauptman at 

jim@blaze-partners.com.  Auf Wiedersehen! 

KRDA/FIRSTPARK BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT this week shines on past president and Executive 

Board member Craig Nelson.  Craig is a senior partner in the Augusta law firm of Doyle & Nelson 

(www.doylenelson.com).  As the firm’s website states, Craig has an extraordinary breadth of legal experience 

in corporate law, commercial law, banking and real estate law, healthcare, administrative law, tax law, estate 

planning and public advocacy.  Craig earned his B.S. degree from the University of Vermont and his J.D. 

from the University of Maine School of Law.  Craig was also one of FirstPark’s founding fathers nearly 20 

years ago.  One member of our General Assembly describes Craig as “the Thomas Jefferson of Firstpark – a 

person of intellect, principles and who chooses his words carefully.” 

CONSTRUCTION ZONE…  Work continues by Marshall Communications on refreshing FirstPark’s web-

site.  This week was the building block phase whereby our logo was recreated into a high-resolution digital 

format with a style guide.  They are working on updating the website’s template and they have drafted the 

navigation and will test it soon.  I will be collaborating with our account specialists soon on graphics and con-

tent.  Know that as part of this whole project we will be launching social media sites on Facebook, LinkedIn 

and elsewhere.    

A FOOTNOTE to my musings a couple of weeks ago in the update about FirstPark’s home community, Oak-

land.  Upon further research, I have learned that including Maine’s there are 30 states with Oaklands.  Ala-

bamans liked the name so much that they have three Oaklands.  Our Canadian neighbors have Oaklands in 

Manitoba, Nova Scotia and Ontario.  But, we know where the best Oakland is to grow a business! 

http://www.mainebiz.biz/article/20180309/NEWS01/180309945/1095?utm_source=enews&utm_medium=REI&utm_campaign=Monday
http://www.mainebiz.biz/article/20180309/NEWS01/180309945/1095?utm_source=enews&utm_medium=REI&utm_campaign=Monday
mailto:jim@blaze-partners.com
http://www.doylenelson.com
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Readfield Blizzard Busters Snowmobile Club 

All signs had spring right around the corner, however Mother Nature had other 
plans for the town of Readfield.  We have had a couple surprise March snow 
storms and as I write this, another one on its way.  Mother Nature’s fickleness has 
made it difficult to plan and even harder to groom trails.  At our last club meeting 
our trail master shared that most clubs in the area have stopped grooming due to 
water holes, slushy lakes and difficult conditions. Readfield Blizzard Busters Snow-

mobile Club is following suit.  You might have seen or heard about two snowmobiles going through the ice off 
Beaver Dam Road.   So ………… the snowmobiling season locally is pretty much over and the club will continue 
to prepare for next season.  If any homeowners are curious about what is involved in having a trail cross their 
private property we would be happy to meet with them to explain how it works and discuss feasibility.  At this 
time we would like to thank all our current landowners for their generosity in allowing trail access.  Have a 
great spring and summer and we will be back in late summer……………….. 

Marge Livingston 

RBBSC, Secretary   

Wild Leeks, Fiddleheads, and Property Taxes- 

What Kind of Omelet Can We Make? 

Wednesday, April 4, 2018 6:00-8:00 p.m.  

Vienna Grange 

The Kennebec Land Trust and Maine Woodland Owners invite the public to participate 

in a two-part introduction to non-timber forest products and Maine’s current-use 

property tax programs. Dave Fuller, of UMaine’s Cooperative Extension, and Harold 

Burnett, of Two Trees Forestry, will present. 

We will serve pizza and light refreshments at the Grange. 

Please RSVP for pizza with Kirsten, 377-2848 

Please visit www.tklt.org for more details regarding program offerings, KLT properties, and directions.  

Getting to Know the 30 Mile River Watershed Association 
 
Our History: With over 20 lakes, ponds, and streams the 30 Mile River Watershed is teeming with nat-
ural beauty and resources.   Despite the seeming perfection, erosion, polluted runoff, and invasive plants 
threaten our watershed every day.   
 
The 30 Mile River Watershed began in 2008 as a coalition of towns and lake associations that recognized 
the potential impact of pooling resources to protect this connected region.  We now have eight lake associ-
ations, seven municipalities, and two land trusts, with the shared mission to preserve, improve, and pro-
tect the land and water quality of our waterbodies.   

 
Since we began, our efforts have grown tremendously and we are proud to offer programs such as Courtesy Boat Inspec-
tions, Youth Conservation Corps, Invasive Plant Patrol, Water Quality Monitoring, Watershed Surveys, and Camp Road 
assistance.  We have a team of two year-round staff, one Maine Conservation Corps/AmeriCorps Environmental Steward, 
10-12 seasonal staff, 11 board members and over 100 volunteers.  As we celebrate our 10th anniversary this year, we contin-
ue to look for new opportunities to grow and make a difference in the 30 Mile River Watershed.   
 
Check back in May to learn more about these programs and why we feel they are important for the health of our lakes and 
ponds.  To learn more, visit www.30mileriver.org. 
 
Lake Associations represent the following lakes and ponds: Androscoggin, Basin, David, Tilton, Flying, Minnehonk, Kimball, Lovejoy, Parker, Pocasset 

Participating Municipalities: Chesterville, Fayette, Leeds, Mount Vernon, Readfield, Vienna, Wayne 

http://tracking.etapestry.com/t/34720818/1272433694/54176940/0/26373/?x=e844fd2e
http://30mileriver.org/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2   Select Brd 

6:30 

3 4 

Library Brd. 

6:30 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 Golden 

Guys & Gals 

12:00 

Conservation 

6:30 

11 Age Friendly 

Com. 9:00 

 

Planning 

 Brd 6:30 

 12  Road Com. 

6:00 

Budget Com. 6:30 

13 

Nomination Papers  

due back today by 

3:30 

14 

15 16 Town Office 

Closed Today! 

17 18    

Cemetery Com. 1:00 

19  Union Meet-

ing House 7pm 

20 21 

22 23 24  Trails Com. 

6:30  

25 Planning 

Brd 6:30 

Spirit of          

America Nomina-

tions due today! 

26  Joint 

Budget Com. & 

Select Brd—Public 

Hearing  6:30 

27 28 

29 30   Select Brd 

6:30 

     

April 2018 



Bourgoine, Bruce: Phone: (207) 624-1977   

      E-Mail:  bbourgoine@readfieldmaine.org  

Parent, John:  Phone: (207) 242-7420  

      E-Mail:  jparent@readfieldmaine.org 

Price, Dennis:  Phone: (207) 557-4919  

      E-Mail:  dprice@readfieldmaine.org 

Sammons, Christine:  Phone: (412) 779-4368   

      E-Mail:  csammons@readfieldmaine.org 

Woodsum, Kathryn Mills: Phone: (207) 685-9094  

      E-Mail:  kwoodsum@readfieldmaine.org 

 

 

New Web Site Information…...have you checked out the Town’s Web Site Calendar?  Don’t for-

get to click on the “All upcoming events” wording to see all the calendar events and meetings and addi-

tional months.     readfieldmaine.org 

mailto:bourgoine.selectboard.readfield@outlook.com

