
Readfield Town Office 

January 15th, 2019 from 4:30-5:00 pm 

This is the last chance to get your dog’s rabies shot updated and at 

the same license him/her.  Preregistration and prepayment is re-

quired.  Call the Town Office at 685-4939 to schedule an appoint-

ment and payment. 

Law requires dogs to be licensed before February 1st or you will pay a $25.00 late fee per dog.  

You also may license a dog on line at our web site at www.readfieldmaine.org and clinic on the 

On Line Services button. 

If you can’t afford to give your dog and rabies shot and license them please give us a call be-

cause we can help you with paying for the rabies shot.  Call Robin at 685-1816. 

Last Chance Rabies Clinic 

January Holiday Hours: 
New Years Eve, Dec. 31st the Town Office will be open 8-12 noon. 

New Years Day, Jan. 1st the Town Office and Transfer Station will be CLOSED. 

Martin Luther King Day, Jan. 21st the Town Office will be CLOSED. 
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A Special Note of Thanks.. 
On behalf of all the parents and children who received wonder-

ful gifts from donors of our Town Giving Tree a BIG Thank 

You!!  As usual the residents of the Town of Readfield didn’t fail 
in supporting their community.  Parents were over joyed with 
the response and I saw tears and received lots of hugs on your 
behalf! 
Thank you all again! 



Library’s Annual Christmas tree Lighting 

Select Board Corner 

After the Tree Lighting at the Library the children  met a very special guest, Santa.  After having some re-

freshments the Recreation Committee  provided a movie, Polar Express, for families to enjoy. 
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Dear Neighbors; 

 

I wish you, your family, and everyone in the Readfield Community a very Happy New Year. As we head into 

2019 with a new year in the offing, many of us make resolutions and look at our future plans with fresh perspec-

tive. 

 

Future plans for the town are also a focus at this time of year. Readfield’s fiscal year is different from the calen-

dar year and runs from July 1st each year through June 30th of the following year. Thus, at this date, we are half-

way through the current 2018/2019 fiscal year. But this is very much the time when we begin to plan most ear-

nestly the following year’s budget. 

 

Each year’s municipal budget is a result of an intensive planning process to ensure we are delivering the services 

our community values with appropriate attention to managing overall town operating costs and making prudent 

long-term investments.  

 

We are now ramping up our planning our 2019/2020 fiscal year budget and you can find on the Town website the 

timeline for budget building process, key Select Board and Budget Committee meetings, and public hearings. 

Broad participation is very important to the process and I hope you’ll take the opportunity to be informed and 

involved. 

 

Happy New Year! 

                 Bruce Bourgoine, Readfield Select Board 



NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE TRAILS 
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     Well, now that the  holidays are behind us and as we head 

into 2019, the Readfield Trails Committee (RTC) would like to extend our best wishes to all our 

residents, friends, and neighbors for a healthy, prosperous, and rewarding new year. And, speak-

ing of holidays, perhaps you received a new pair of running shoes, hiking boots, snowshoes, 

skis, fat tire bike, etc. and can't wait to try them out on Readfield's trails? Now is the time. Noth-

ing new in that line of equipment? Not to despair! Those older, reliable, comfortable boots or 

equipment will still serve you well as you get out and get those lungs working and enjoy nature.  

The trails eagerly await your visit. 

 

     It is Readfield budget time again and the Budget Committee and Select Board will be starting 

the process in earnest this month. Budgets from town departments, commissions, and commit-

tees were due on December 28. Town Manager Eric Dyer has posted the full schedule for meet-

ings and all things budget on the town website. Become involved and help Readfield develop a 

budget that serves the needs of all residents. 

 

     RTC submitted a budget for FY 2019-20  in December that has monies for materials and 

equipment. Tuesday, February 12  is the date we will be presenting our budget to the Budget 

Committee. Currently our budget request has no new funds to be raised from tax dollars for FY 

2019-20 as the account is a “carry over” type that has enough unexpended dollars to cover our 

proposed budget for next year. One of the reasons we are not asking for new funds this year is 

the amount of volunteer work done and a few monetary donations to trails that help keep our 

costs down and saves tax dollars.  At the time of submitting this Messenger article, 78 volun-

teers from Readfield have donated 350 hours of work on Readfield trails. This work on our trails 

translates to in- kind savings to the town of  $3,850. This volunteer effort dates from May 1  to 

October 23 2018. 

 

     One of our major projects this past year has been the development of a new updated trails 

map that will be available soon. Several trails committee members and a town volunteer have 

been working on a new map for several months and their work is close to being completed. We 

are excited about this map and can't wait to make it available to all. 

 

     Once again, RTC extends a heartfelt “Thank You” to our many volunteers who help support 

the town by giving of their time, labor, and equipment which helps keep our trails in tip top 

shape and our costs low. 



Readfield's Conservation Commission 
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     A bit of history might be a help in providing  residents information regarding our Readfield Conser-

vation Commission (RCC). Additional information regarding RCC and minutes of our meetings since 

2015 can be found on the town website www.readfield.org . 

 

     Maine state law Title 30, Part 2: MUNICIPALITIES Chapter 157: PARKS, TREES, AND PLAY-

GROUNDS defines the responsibilities of conservation commissions as well as those of the members 

of the commission. Some highlights of the law regarding the above include, but are not limited to, 

keeping records of meetings and activities and making a yearly report to the town, conducting research 

into local land areas, and coordinating the activities of conservation bodies organized for similar pur-

poses. 

 

     Readfield established the RCC in the early 1970's. We receive funding through the budgeting pro-

cess with the town. Our meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month at the Town Office at 

6:30 pm.  Naturally these meetings are open to all and we encourage the public to attend. Every year 

there is at least one commission member position open for any interested individual who wishes to ap-

ply. The Readfield Select Board (RSB) appoints the members after reviewing applications. Current 

members and their terms of service are posted on the town website. 

 

     The RCC Charter and Job Description document has our mission statement that was updated on 

March 8, 2016. It reads “The Readfield Conservation Commission (RCC) is a municipal commission 

concerned with our local environment and activities which relate to it or affect it. It oversees town-

owned open space lands, provides conservation information, and works with landowners, agencies, and 

organizations to encourage exemplary stewardship of natural resources.” 

 

     The RCC works to implement the goals of the Readfield Open Space plan as adopted by the town. 

The commission oversees Town-owned conservation lands and works with the Readfield Trails Com-

mittee, Kennebec Land Trust, and others to maintain trails and encourage  public enjoyment of these 

properties. It addresses invasive plant issues and organizes workdays for students from Maranacook 

Community High School and Kents Hill School as well as other volunteer groups. Another important 

responsibility of the RCC is to organize periodic timber harvests at the Town Forest in cooperation 

with a certified forester. 

 

     Future Messenger articles regarding the work that RCC does will cover projects both past and cur-

rent that have been or are priorities for the commission to undertake. If any resident has a topic, issue, 

or question regarding our mission and/or responsibilities, we would be happy to have you attend a 

meeting or contact a RCC member if you wish. 

http://www.readfield.org/


ACO (Animal Control Officer) Anna Carll 
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Winter Pet Safety Tips 

 
 Know your dog’s limits! Some dogs are more susceptible to the cold than others. Short-coated, thin, elder-

ly, or very young dogs get cold more quickly – so adjust the amount of time they stay outside! If your dog 

enjoys being outdoors and you will be outside longer than a few minutes, consider outfitting it with a 

sweater or coat to keep it warm. Hypothermia and frostbite pose major risks to dogs in winter, so remem-

ber, if it is too cold for you, it is probably too cold for your dog! 

 

 Keep them leashed! More pets become lost in the winter than any other season because snowfall can dis-

guise recognizable scents that would normally help them find their way home. Prevent your pets from be-

coming lost by keeping dogs leashed on walks and, just in case you are separated from your pets, make 

sure their collars have up-to-date contact information and they are microchipped. 

 

 Be seen! Due to Daylight Savings, many of us are relegated to walking our dogs in the dark. Keep yourself 

and your dog is safe by wearing reflective gear (clothing, leash, collar, etc) and keeping your dog close 

when walking on the street. 

 

 Be prepared! Winter brings extreme weather that can cause power outages. Have an emergency plan and 

make sure they include your pets! Have an emergency kit with enough food, water, and medication to last 

your pets at least five days. Most likely you will never need it, but if you do, you will be thankful you 

planned ahead! 

 

 Livestock such as Horses, Cattle, Sheep, Chickens, and any animal that lives outdoors.  

7§4015. Proper shelter, protection from the weather and humanely clean conditions 

(2) Outdoor standards 

 An artificial shelter, with a minimum of 3 sides and a waterproof roof, appropriate to the local climatic 

conditions and for the species and breed of the animal must be provided as necessary for the health of 

the animal. 

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/ahw/animal_welfare/

documents/2016AWPlawbook.pdf 

 

 Sweaters and Jackets are not just for humans, they benefit our pets as 

well.  

This Chicken is not a model, but will be staying warm and stylish this 

winter! 

https://www.greatplainsspca.org/veterinary-care/microchipping-services/
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/ahw/animal_welfare/documents/2016AWPlawbook.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/ahw/animal_welfare/documents/2016AWPlawbook.pdf


Readfield Community Library 

Did you know?  From the Clerk’s Desk 

Now:  Absentee Ballots are available to vote on the RSU’s $5,843,710 Bond question (see page13) 

12/31/2018 Town Office open 8-12 noon and closed on New Years Day along with the Transfer Station 

01/04/2019 The Assessor is in today to answer any questions you may have about your property assessment 

01/07/2018 Select Board meeting at 6:30pm 

01/08/2019 Vote at the Town Office from 8am to 8pm on the RSU’s Bond question (see page13) 

01/11/2019 30-45 day Foreclosure notices will go out on any unpaid 2016 property taxes 

01/15/2019 Last Chance Rabies Clinic at the Town Office by appointment and prepayment 

01/18/2019 The Assessor is in today to answer any questions you may have about your property assessment 

01/21/2019 Town Office will be Closed for Martin Luther King Day. (Transfer Station’s regular closed day) 

01/31/2019 Last day to license dogs six months old or older.  Feb 1st $25.00 late fee on each dog not licensed 

 

     02/27/2019 Second half of your 2018 taxes are due.  If you are in Tax Club and current please    

disregard this notice.  

     04/01/2019  Are you new to Town? Have you applied for your Homestead Exemption yet?  

Please do so by April 1st for credit on your 2019 Property Tax bill. 
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The Readfield Community Library and Board of Trustees are 

excited to announce that we have been awarded a $25,000 

grant from the Stephen and Tabitha King Foundation.  The 

Library Board and Librarian Maureen Kinder have been plan-

ning and working on improvements for several months.  Some 

of the money will be used to improve the circulation area, in-

cluding a dedicated Librarian work space, as well as for some 

needed repairs to the building.  Much appreciation goes to 

board member Sonya Clark for pursuing this grant, and to the 

Stephen and Tabitha King Foundation for considering our re-

quest. 

 

Deb Peale 

Readfield Community Library Board of Trustees Chair 



Age Friendly Handy Helpers 
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THE UNION MEETING HOUSE  

Page 8 

Readfield Messenger 

On the National Register of Historic Places since 1982 

22 Church Road  

The 2019 year has started with a positive note for the Readfield Union Meeting House (RUMH). Our Decem-

ber 2018 newsletter, which included our annual membership form, has produced some prompt returns with 

generous membership levels and extra donation amounts.  Thank you to all. 

     For the first time another option to make donations and/or to pay memberships is available by going to our 

web site https://unionmeetinghouse.org/donate/. The site uses a secure Paypal link for transactions. On the 

menu click on Donate-for donations or click on Join Us which will show the different membership levels of-

fered. Those who received a newsletter through the mail had a return envelope to use. We are hoping to surpass 

last year's membership totals! 

     We hope you will take the time to complete the survey included in the newsletter that the Community Out-

reach Committee developed. There are several options for getting the survey back to Deane Buuck. 

 

      On another positive note, the Readfield Union Meeting House has received a $4000 grant from the Morton-

Kelly Charitable Trust of Portland to meet half the cost of the totally new electrical system that was recently 

installed. The work was done by local  Mt. Vernon resident Steven Mallen of @Home Electric. This upgraded 

system will allow for additional lighting, as well as audio systems, that will enhance the great programs that 

are planned for this year. 

 

     To kick off the 2019 calendar of events, a Paint Party is scheduled for January 20, from 3-5pm at 

the Weathervane Restaurant, 1030 Main St. in Readfield. For a  $45 entrance fee, which includes a lesson and 

all materials, you will take home your own painting. In 2 hours you will  meet your inner artist! Bring your 

friends for a fun afternoon. All proceeds will benefit the Readfield Union Meeting House. FMI call Gigi at the 

Weathervane, 685-9410, or follow their Facebook page. 

Mount Vernon Food BankMount Vernon Food Bank  

 People in Readfield who find they are in need at any time during the year do not have to go hun-

gry.  The Mt. Vernon Food Bank, located at the First Baptist Church in Mt. Vernon, serves the people 

of Readfield in addition to Vienna, Fayette and Mt. Vernon.  It is open every Saturday morning from 

9:30am to 12pm and is supported by the schools, churches and individuals from the area.   

 Those who are not in need of the food service can become supporters 

of the Food Bank with tax-deductible checks made payable to the Mt. Vernon 

Food Bank.  

 If you are in need of help during off hours, please call:  Betty White at 

480-1525 or  Helen Wilkey  at 293-2351. 

https://unionmeetinghouse.org/donate/
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685-4939-Staff Contact Information 
 

Town Manager, Eric Dyer:                                         

 readfield.tmgr@roadrunner.com 

Finance Officer, Teresa Shaw:                                                  

 readfield.finance@roadrunner.com 

Town Clerk, Robin Lint:                                                              

 readfield.clerk@roadrunner.com 

Code Officer, Gary Quintal:                                                     

 readfield.ceo@roadrunner.com 

Front Desk Clerk, Kristin Parks:                                 

 readfield@roadrunner.com 

Maintenance & Animal Control,  Anna Carll 

 acarll@readfieldmaine.org 



Expense and Revenue Report for November 
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Readfield Historical Society 

Page 12 

Readfield Messenger 

VINTAGE PHOTOS 0F READFIELD WILL BE SHOWN PUBLICALLY FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MARCH 

On March 16th Kevin Johnson, photo 
archivist for the Penobscot Marine Mu-
seum (PMM) in Searsport, will present 
READFIELD, THE POSTCARD VIEW: Selec-
tions from Eastern Illustrating & Publish-
ing Company (EIPC). Johnson will tell the 
story of the EIPC and present a 
slideshow of historical views of Read-
field in addition to the neighboring 
towns of Winthrop, Wayne, Fayette, Mt. 
Vernon, Vienna, Belgrade and Manches-
ter.  The EIPC was founded in 1909 in 
Belfast by Rudolph Herman Cassens. He 

photographed small towns and rural areas 
from Maine to New York, producing “real pho-
to” postcards that were used for promoting tourism. 
Cassens’ company produced over 50,000 glass plate 
negatives between 1909 and 1947 including some of 

businesses, houses, local landmarks and lakeside scenes in Readfield and 
the immediate area. Viewers will be taken back in time to when the roads 
were not yet paved, horse drawn carriages outnumbered cars, lakesides 
were less developed and elms lined the streets. The program will follow a 
brief annual meeting and will be held at Asa Gile Hall, 8 Old Kents Hill Road on Saturday March 16th at 1:00pm. Refresh-
ments will be served. There is no fee. All are welcome so please invite friends from neighboring towns to join you! 
 
NEW BOOK PERTAINING TO READFIELD HISTORY NOW AVAILABLE  
RHS secretary Dale Potter-Clark has released another book pertaining to Readfield history, titled “The Paupers and the Poor 
Farms: Support and care of the Poor in Readfield, Maine 191-2018”. The 175 page book includes 100+ photos of people, 
houses and more. There are stories about the lives of Readfield paupers and some homeowners where paupers stayed be-
fore Readfield’s first town farm was established. Several views of an 1856 map help readers identify the various locations 
discussed. Stories are also included about some townspeople who helped the paupers and poor farm managers. Infor-
mation from the Overseers of the Poor reports provides a snapshot of the plight of the poor during the years before and 
during the Great Depression. An added bonus is recently discovered 1900 vintage photos of East Readfield village, known 
as “the vanished village”. A history of the Readfield Town Forest is included too, where Readfield’s third and last town poor 
farm was located. The book will be available in the RHS gift shop next summer but if you want one sooner phone (207) 441-
9184 or email crossings4u@gmail.com. 
 
MEMEBERSHIPS AND NEWSLETTERS  
If you are a member you received our eight page RHS newsletter in December. If not, you missed reading some interesting 
historical articles i.e. when a clothespin factory was almost established in town; ways local youth of all ages were involved 
in learning about Readfield history in 2018; a tragedy that took place on Plains Road in 1951, and much more. Join RHS in 
time to receive our annual report in February and the next newsletter in May. You will not regret it and by becoming a 
member you will help sustain RHS at the same time! Dues are $10 per year, $5 for seniors, $100 for a lifetime. Readfield 
Historical Society is a non-profit 501 C3 organization. All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. Mail: RHS PO Box 
354 Readfield, ME 04355. FMI (207) 377-2299 or email readfieldhistorical@gmail.com. 

 Readfield Corner circa 1900 is one of 
dozens of vintage photos that will be 
shown during the RHS program on 
March 16th. Most will be shown publi-
cally for the first time.  Photo courtesy 
of the Penobscot Marine Museum. 

 Kevin Johnson, the 

photo archivist from 

Penobscot Marine Mu-

seum in Searsport will 

present “READFIELD, 

THE POSTCARD 
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An Update of What’s Developing in 

FirstPark, December 14, 2018 from the 

Desk of Executive Director Jim Dinkle 
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FIRSTPARK’s OFFICE will be closed Tuesday, December 25 in observance of Christmas and on Tuesday, 

January 1 in observance of New Year’s Day.  We will also be closed on Monday, January 21 in observance of 

Martin Luther King, Jr, Day. 

 

SAME FACES, SAME QUALITY SERVICE, SAME COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE with a new 

name and logo…  Perry, Fitts, Boulette & Fitton (PFBF) is now One River CPA’s.  The Oakland office re-

mains at 46 FirstPark Drive.  For more information visit the firm’s website at www.onerivercpas.com, follow 

them on Facebook at One River CPAs or call (207) 873-1603. 

 

THE ALFOND LEADERS PROGRAM provides loan repayment for up to $60,000 on a cohort basis for 

graduates working in STEM fields.  The Alfond Leaders student debt reduction program provides student loan 

repayment assistance to people who live and work in Maine in a STEM- (Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Math) designated occupation at a Maine-based employer. Maine residents or persons who will become 

Maine residents upon being hired by a Maine-based employer are eligible.  Alfond Leaders may qualify for 

loan repayment up to half of their outstanding student loan balance at the time of application to the program, 

not to exceed $60,000.  Thank you to Colby’s Vice President of Planning Brian Clark for bringing this pro-

gram to my attention.  Form more information visit https://www.famemaine.com/education/topics/managing-

student-loans/alfond-leaders/. 

 

FIRSTPARK WILL HAVE A PRESENCE at the Maine Real Estate Development Association’s 2019 Annu-

al Forecast Conference and Member Showcase in Portland on January 17.  The event brings together over 900 

of Maine’s leading commercial real estate experts and is specifically geared toward developers, brokers, archi-

tects, bankers, attorneys, accountants and other industry professionals.  For more information visit https://

mereda.org/event/2019-annual-forecast-conference-member-showcase/. 

 

LOT 13 AT THE CORNER OF FIRSTPARK AND TECHNOLOGY DRIVES has been reduced to 

$124,400.  For comparison, Lot 13 was previously priced at over $300,000.  The site is pre-permitted by the 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection, within Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) 186, served by 3-phase 

underground utilities, is easy on/off Interstate 95 at interchange 127 and it has fiber optic data, voice and an-

cillary services in underground conduit.  For more information or to schedule an appointment to see the site, 

contact FirstPark Executive Director Jim Dinkle at either (207) 859-9716 or exdirector@firstpark.com. 

 

LEONARD DOW recently dropped by the FirstPark office to say hello and to introduce himself to me.  Many 

of you will remember Leonard from his years with FirstPark from roughly 2000 to 2010 and his service most 

of those years as executive director.  He was also featured this fall in the local newspaper enjoying the new 

Waterville River Walk https://www.centralmaine.org/2018/09/18/watervilles-1-5-million-riverwalk-at-head-of

-falls-open-to-the-public/.  Where is he now?  Wintering in Florida!  But, he sends his regards to his many old 

friends and colleagues. 

http://www.onerivercpas.com
https://www.famemaine.com/education/topics/managing-student-loans/alfond-leaders/
https://www.famemaine.com/education/topics/managing-student-loans/alfond-leaders/
https://mereda.org/event/2019-annual-forecast-conference-member-showcase/
https://mereda.org/event/2019-annual-forecast-conference-member-showcase/
mailto:exdirector@firstpark.com
https://www.centralmaine.org/2018/09/18/watervilles-1-5-million-riverwalk-at-head-of-falls-open-to-the-public/
https://www.centralmaine.org/2018/09/18/watervilles-1-5-million-riverwalk-at-head-of-falls-open-to-the-public/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Dec. 30 Dec. 31 

 

Town Off. 

Open 8-12 

TS Closed 

1 

 

Town Off. & 

Transfer 

Stat. Closed 

2 

 

6:30 Library 

Brd. 

3 

 

6:30 Budget Com 

4 

 

Assessor in today 

5 

6 7 

 

6:30 Select Brd. 

8 

 

RSU 38 Vote 

8am-8pm 

 

 

9 

 

9-Age Friendly 

 

6:30 Plan. Brd. 

10 

6-Appeals Brd. 

6-Road Com. 

11 

2016, 30-45 

day foreclo-

sure notices 

go out today 

12 

13 14 15 
 
LAST CHANCE 

RABIES CLINIC 

 

6:30 Conserva-

tion Com. 

16 

 

1-Cemetery Com. 

17 

 

6:30 Budget Com 

 

6-Union 

 Mtg. Hse. 

18 

 
Assessor in today 

19 

20 

 

UMH paint 

party today 

3-5 at 

Weathervane 

21 

 

Town Off. & 

TS Closed 

for Martin 

Luther King 

Day 

22 

 

6:30 Select Brd 

 

6:30 Trails Com. 

23 

 

6:30 Plan. Brd. 

24 25 26 

27 28 

 

Feb. Messenger 

Articles Due! 

29 30 31 

Last day to 

license dogs 

without late 

fee. 

Feb. 1 

$25.00 

Late Fee on 

Dog Licenses 

starts today! 

Feb. 2 

January 2019 



8 Old Kents Hill Road 

Readfield 

Maine  

04355 

Phone: 207-685-4939 

Fax: 207-685-3420 

 

Town of Readfield 

 

Select Board Contract Info 

Bourgoine, Bruce: Phone: (207) 624-1977  (Chair) 

 E-Mail:  bbourgoine@readfieldmaine.org  

Parent, John:  Phone: (207) 242-7420  

 E-Mail:  jparent@readfieldmaine.org 

Price, Dennis:  Phone: (207) 557-4919  

 E-Mail:  dprice@readfieldmaine.org 

Sammons, Christine:  Phone: (412) 779-4368  (Vice Chair) 

 E-Mail:  csammons@readfieldmaine.org 

Woodsum, Kathryn Mills: Phone: (207) 685-9094  

 E-Mail:  kwoodsum@readfieldmaine.org 

The Town of Readfield                                                       

is now Seeking Volunteer Members for: 
 

 Cobbossee Watershed Dist: 1 Rep. (2019) & 1 Alt. Rep. (2021) 

 Cemetery Committee: 1 Member (2021) 

 Conservation Commission: 1 member (2021) & 1 Alt. member (2019) 

 Heritage Day Committee Members: Multi members needed for the 2019 year 

 Local School Board: 1 member (2019), 1 member (2020) & 1 member (2021) 

 Planning Board: two Alt. members (2019 & 2023) 

 Readfield Enterprise Committee: 1 CPA or financial specialist (2021) 

 Recreation Board:  1 member (2021) 

 Road Committee:  1 member (2019) 

 Trails Committee: 1 member for each year (2019, 2020, 2021) 1 Alt. (2020) 

 

If you are interested in joining any of the above committees please complete the Appoint-

ment Application on our Web Site, www.readfieldmaine.org, or stop by the Town Office 

and make it out there. 

mailto:bourgoine.selectboard.readfield@outlook.com

