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Readfield Messenger 
August 2020 

New Summer 

(Sunday) Hours at 

the Transfer Station! 

8am to Noon  

Like most things in 2020, Heritage Days will be a little different this year.   
 
On August 8th, we are celebrating 
Heritage Days 2020 by having a 
fireworks display at the town beach 
around 9pm.   
 
We are inviting folks to drive over and watch the fireworks from their 
cars or boats.  You can park your cars along Millard Harrison Drive (the 
road to the high school) or in the school lots.  For safety, there is no 
parking on Route 17.  

 
You can bring your boat to a safe distance from the beach, as well.  
 
Due to safety concerns and fireworks regulations, the beach will close at 4pm on August 8th in preparation.   
 
There are no other official Town of Readfield Heritage Days activities on Heritage Days, but we are looking 
forward to next year and making up for lost time! 
 
Join us for a loud, socially distanced celebration on Saturday, August 8th at 9pm. 
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Town Manager 
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     Here comes August! Seems such a short time ago the Trails article for the Messenger spoke to the trails 
being free of snow and winter debris and hiking them was a welcome diversion from being home bound due 
to the  (expletive deleted) C-19 thing. Now the trails are experiencing a robust activity level as many of our 
summer visitors have joined our cadre of regular users to get out for some physical activity. Great to see. 
 
     Recently a trail user observed that some trails and /or sections of trails are not wide enough to walk 2 
abreast. Great observation and some info may be helpful to understand why that is so. Not knowing which 
Readfield Trails were being singled out, please know that the Esker trail was not designed to be wide. That 
trail was left purposely rough in nature to preserve as much of the natural environment as possible. The Ros-
marin/Saunders Trail is a Kennebec Land Trust (KLT) trail that was designed by their staff and is also a 
rough trail set to be a single pathway for the most part. Likewise Torsey Pond Nature Preserve (TPNP) is a 
rough trail that can, in certain locations, accommodate a couple of people walking next to each other with 
some obvious locations such as the bog bridging being safe only for one -at -a -time crossings. The trails at 
the Fairgrounds have different widths for several reasons. Some sections either border private property or 
cross onto private property and those sections and designs are available either by easements or trail agree-
ments granted by the landowners. 
 
     When trails are built or maintained, factors such as available funds, product, volunteer availability, and the 
natural environment dictate trail locations and design.  The Readfield Conservation Commission (RCC) and 
our Trails Committee work to try and limit negative impact on the surrounding terrain.  On town trails, much 
care is given to avoid cutting healthy trees just to keep a trail wide. On the Fairgrounds Trails, there are sev-
eral locations where the trail narrows just for that reason. The Readfield Union Meeting House/ Community 
Pathway can accommodate side by each walkers pretty well. Finally on this topic, Mother Nature (MN) (I 
believe!) tends to try and limit passage by extending invasives, new plant growth, blow downs, etc. either 
over, onto, or into the trail itself. In the spring and summer months, staying ahead of the onslaught keeps our 
maintenance volunteers busy.  Always looking for help on that issue. 
 
     The sugar maple tree planted on the McDougald trail in honor of Trails member Ken Clark is thriving 
thanks in large part to Holly Ramlow's and Tim Sniffen's TLC.  Thank you both. Another thank you goes to 
Anna Carll for doing a fabulous job completing the wrap around trail at the Fairgrounds parking lot that will 
provide much needed safety during heavy use times. Until September, stay safe and keep moving. 
 
Submitted by Greg Durgin      

Mount Vernon Food BankMount Vernon Food Bank  
open every Saturday morning 

9:30 am to 11:30 am  

 

People in Readfield who find they are in need at any time during the year do not have to go hungry.  The Mt. Vernon Food 
Bank, located at the First Baptist Church in Mt. Vernon, serves the people of Readfield in addition to Vienna, Fayette and Mt. 
Vernon.  It is supported by the schools, churches and individuals from the area.       

Those who are not in need of the food service can become supporters of the Food Bank with tax-deductible checks made 
payable to the Mt. Vernon Food Bank.  

If you are in need of help during off hours, please call:  Betty White  480-1525 or Helen Wilkey  293-2351. 



7 

Town Manager, Eric Dyer:  

 manager@readfieldmaine.org 

Finance Officer, Teresa Shaw:   

 finance@readfieldmaine.org 

Town Clerk, Deborah Nichols:  

 clerk@readfieldmaine.org 

Code Officer, Jaime Hanson:  

 ceo@readfieldmaine.org 

Front Desk Clerk, Kristin Parks:  

 info@readfieldmaine.org 

Animal Control/Maintenance, Anna Carll:   

 maintance1@readfieldmaine.org 

Sexton, Ben Rodriguez:   

 sexton@readfieldmaine.org 

Assessor, David Ledew:   

 assessor@readfieldmaine.org 

Librarian, Melissa Small: 

 librarian@readfieldmaine.org 

 



8 

 



9 



10 

REVENUES & EXPENSES 

TOWN OFFICE—685-4939 

TRANSFER STATION—685-3144 

LIBRARY—685-4089 
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AGE FRIENDLY READFIELD  
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Hello Friends, 
 

Thank you.   
 

I wanted that to be first.   
 

Despite its banality and simplicity, it’s really the best way to express how I feel about my re-election to the 
Readfield Select Board. 
 

I sincerely believe winning any election is an honor - that people took time out of their own lives to put their 
mark next to your name is meaningful.  That is never lost on me.   
 

For those that voted for me, I appreciate your trust.  For those that didn’t, we will still work together and con-
tinue to do what’s best for Readfield.  That’s what a community does.   
 

I am proud to have the opportunity to serve on the Select Board for another three years.  It is a responsibility 
that I take seriously and with great reverence.   
 

I believe a message was sent in this election.  
 

Readfield is moving forward. 
 

Readfield is moving forward with a chorus of citizen support that includes selfless volunteers, dedicated or-
ganizers, and a host of committees and boards that welcome new members.   
 

Readfield is moving forward for business.  On the town website, over 80 businesses are listed in the directo-
ry.  With the passing of the food sovereignty and cannabis articles on the most recent warrant, there are even 
more ways to create commerce in our town. 
 

Readfield is moving forward with a roof for their library, a fire station big enough for a modern department, 
highly efficient street lamps, and a beach that will be a stunning panorama for anyone that swings around that 
corner on Route 17 from Manchester. 
 

A message was sent, and the voters of Readfield delivered it - Readfield is moving forward.  
 

I am proud to be a part of that.   
 

Thank you for your support and trust.   
 

Dennis A. Price 

Readfield Select Board 
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READFIELD 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

Submitted by Dale Potter-Clark 

RHS Secretary  

PHOTO CAPTION:   

The Jones’ circa 1788 house at 
1171 Main St. (4 Garden Way) is 
thought to be the oldest house that 
remains intact at Readfield Corner. 
FMI about acquiring a circa sign 
like the one pictured here contact 
crossings4u@gmail.com or (207) 
441-9184. 
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During the month of August, the Readfield Union Meeting House will hold several Facebook Live concerts bringing mu-

sic from the Meeting House directly into your homes. We are thrilled to announce that on Wednesday, August 5th at 

7:00 PM, we will stream a performance of two local highly skilled musicians: Christina Misner Rao and Rosalea Kimball. 

Both are widely known in our area as accomplished keyboardists and they will share their talents and play on the re-

stored organ at the Meeting House. (See picture) With Covid-19 still a major concern, the Events Committee wanted to 

bring a few FREE concerts to our community via social media. Please enjoy the music. 

 

Included also are a couple of pictures from the “Curbside To Go” Strawberry Shortcake Festival that was held on July 

11th. Thank you to all our patrons for your support. It was so popular that we sold out of shortcakes before the sched-

uled 3pm closing time. Our sincere thanks to our local sponsors: The White Barn and Merrill's Investigation & Security 

Services LLC for their financial support. Thank you to The Red Barn (Augusta) for the shortcake containers and Parks 

Performance Services (Winthrop) for lending safety cones for our curbside parking area. 

 

As mentioned in last month's Messenger, John Cushing will soon be removing the tree stump from the large maple tree 

that was cut in late spring. Some of the wood from the tree was saved and an opportunity to work with John Brown, d/

b/a Twisted Creations, has developed . He can produce unique art and furniture pieces made from this 100 year old 

maple. More to come on this next month. 

 

Last news to mention for this month, and the most exciting, is the launching of the clock restoration project. This initia-

tive is being called “ An Invitation to Buy Some Time”. A 4-page newsletter has been sent out to members and support-

ers, both current and past, detailing the work to be done. You can own a minute, numeral, a hand of one of the three 

clock faces or a clock part. Just think within a few years Readfield will again have a working town clock.  

 

If you didn't get a newsletter and would like one, email unionmeetinghouse@gmail.com. Naming a clock part to honor 

someone would make a great gift! 
Submitted by Nancy Durgin 

Efficient preparation = Happy Patrons! 

mailto:unionmeetinghouse@gmail.com


18 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

   
 

 

 

 
1 
 

2 
 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 
 

6 
 

 

7 
Assessor in 

 

 

8 
9 pm  

FIREWORKS 
at beach 

9 
 

10 
 

11 12 
 

13 

 

 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
6:30 Select 
Board 

18 
 

19 
7 pm Planning 
Board 

 

20 
 

21 
Assessor in 

 

22 
 

23 

 

 

24 
 

25 
 

 

26 27 
Messenger  

Articles Due 

 

28 

 
 

29 

30 31      

       

Town of Readfield 
www.readfieldmaine.org 

8 Old Kents Hill Road 

Readfield ME 04355 

Phone: 207-685-4939 

Fax: 207-685-3420 

Bourgoine, Bruce:    (207) 624-1977 (Chair)   

     bbourgoine@readfieldmaine.org  

Eno, Ralph, Jr.:     (207) 685-3177  

                     reno@readfieldmaine.org  

Price, Dennis:     (207) 577-4919 

     dprice@readfieldmaine.org 

Sammons, Christine:   (207) 685-0051 (Vice Chair) 

      csammons@readfieldmaine.org 

Woodsum, Kathryn Mills:   (207) 685-9094 

     kwoodsum@readfieldmaine.org 

SELECT BOARD CONTACT INFORMATION 

mailto:bourgoine.selectboard.readfield@outlook.com

