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Readfield  

Messenger w w w . r e a d f i e l d m a i n e . o r g  

Fast & Easy ways to register your dog:  
In person at the Town Office; Online at www.readfieldmaine.org under  

online services; By Phone or Mail 

January Holiday Closures: 
 

The Town Office & Library will be 

closed on Monday, January 2 in       

observance of New Years Day &   

Monday, January, 16 in observance of 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
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Steve DeAngelis:    (207) 931-5001  sdeangelis@readfieldmaine.org  

 

Carol Doorenbos:  (207) 446-7535 cdoorenbos@readfieldmaine.org 

  

Sean Keegan:   (207) 446-8725 skeegan@readfieldmaine.org 

 

Dennis Price:    (207) 577-4919  dprice@readfieldmaine.org 

 

Kathryn Mills Woodsum:  (207) 685-9094   kwoodsum@readfieldmaine.org 

Happy New Year from the Select Board! 
 

It's 2023 and a new year means new beginnings.  Some may choose to make personal fitness a goal for this 
year.  Others may look to different goals for the new year, but the intention is always the same - improve on 
last year, to make this year the best ever. 
 

In the coming months, the Select Board will be working with stakeholders to find a way to bring an outdoor 
recreation and park area to the fairgrounds without impacting Readfield's taxes or tax rate. 
 

To be clear, this is not the same from June of 2022.   
 

This new approach to the recreation project seeks funding through community grants and private donations, 
some of which depend on an affirmative vote from residents to receive the funding.  We are not asking the 
people of Readfield for any taxpayer support, which we think is a critical difference.   
 

Over the next few months, there will be meetings, memos, and other gatherings from everyone involved in 
order to ensure that this important recreation and outdoor opportunity has full support.  We want the      
process to be followed to the letter...but rest assured, we are thoroughly prepared to clear any and all hoops 
that may be a part of that process. 
 

We are taking this new direction because we've heard from parents, coaches, and concerned adults in our 
community that having equitable recreation activities in our town is not only important, but it's simply what 
is right for our future. 
 

The Select Board is committed to bringing the revised Fairgrounds Park to fruition and we hope you can join 
us in creating a long lasting, outdoor recreation area where it should be - in the heart of our wonderful town. 
 

Stay tuned here to follow the developments and watch as we work together to bring this opportunity to 
Readfield. 
 

We hope 2023 brings you an abundance of joy, hope, and health.   
 

Dennis Price, Readfield Select Board 
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The Town of Readfield is seeking volunteer 
members for the following committees: 

(Positions advertised are as of December 27, 2022) 

 
 Age Friendly Committee: 1 Member (2024), 1 Associate Members (2024) 
 Cobbossee Watershed District: 1 Alt. Member (2024) 
 Conservation Commission: 1 Alt. Member (2025) 
 FirstPark: 1 Representative, 1 Alt. Representative (2023) 
 Heritage Days Committee: Multiple Positions Available 
 Local School Board Advisory: 3 Members (2023, 2024 & 2025) 
 Maranacook Outlet Dam Committee: 1 Alt. Member (2023) 
 Planning Board: 2 Alt. Members (2023 & 2027) 
 Recreation Committee: 1 Member (2025) 
 Road Committee:  3 Members (2025) 
 Solid Waste & Recycling Committee: 1 Member (2025) 
 Trails Committee: 4 Members (2-2024, 1-2025 & 1 Alt. Member-2023) 
 

If you are interested in joining any of the above committees please complete the 
Appointment Application on our website under Volunteer Opportunities                

or stop by the Town Office. 
 

For more information: 207-685-4939 or clerk@readfieldmaine.org 

On Saturday, December 17 we took part in            

National Wreaths Across America.  
These are some  

wreaths on display 

 in front        

of the Readfield           

Town Office. 
 

Thank you! 
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Readfield Solid Waste and Recycling Committee  

General Operation Practices 
 

All vehicles must stop at the          
Attendant Booth to speak with an 

employee about what materials      
you are bringing in, to receive       

directions on where to dispose of 
these materials, and to pay any     

required fee. 

 
Please leave when you are finished to 

avoid making the space congested.  

Transfer Station Hours 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

11:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

 
Thursday  

Senior-Only Hours 

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

 
Saturday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 
 

Now Open!   
Please bring items in and    
feel free to take items      

you can use.   

Recycling Through Re-Use 

Practice  
Kindness  

Please remember to be 
patient with everyone 
while you are at the 
Transfer Station.  
There are many      

challenges presented to 
using the space safely 

and efficiently and  
everyone handles those 
in their own way.  But 

please try to be patient 
and  understanding of 
other patrons and our 

employees.  Everyone is 
doing the best they can 

and deserves to be 
treated respectfully 
and with kindness.                                                     
Thank you for your    

efforts to make this 
Town operated       

facility function well. 

Our three towns spend over  

$340,000                                                                                   

to dispose of trash each year! 
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New Fee Schedule Starting January 1, 2023 
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READFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

CIRCA SIGNS CONTINUE TO BE POPULAR 

 

We placed the first order for house circa signs in 2015 having sold twenty that year. Every year since 

then we’ve received more requests and now place orders in the spring and fall (in time for holiday gifts). 

This fall eight more were delivered, including some in Winthrop, Sidney and Belgrade, those three being 

special requests by some RHS members. The ages of these latest houses cover a time span of 251 

years. Each sign is accompanied with the research done on the families who once lived there in addition 

to the deeds of transfer. The oldest one researched in Readfield this time was built in 1797 and the 

newest in 2020. With newer homes the land is researched plus if a house had once existed there we 

include information about those and the families who lived there. Several have been sold under those 

conditions. 

 

We have been asked by some other historical societies to do presentations on how we research and 

create these signs, which Dale Potter-Clark and Bill Adams did for the Wayne Historical Society this year. 

Winthrop Historical Society has expressed interest in an all day workshop by Dale and Bill in 2023. 

 

The next circa sign order will be placed in the spring of 2023 when a minimum of six orders has been 

acquired. Cost is $85 each which includes our research notes and photos (when available).            

Homeowners have input into the wording on their signs based on the research. FMI or to receive an   

order form, contact Dale at (207) 441-9184 or crossings4u@gmail.com  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR MARCH 18, 2023  

 

The RHS annual meeting and program will be held on Saturday, March 18, 2023, 1:00 p.m. at Gile Hall. 

Details will be announced soon.  

 

RHS will open by appointment for as long as weather and 

temperatures allow. Appointments can be made by         

contacting Bob Harris at readfieldhistorical@gmail.com or 

(207) 377-2299. Annual dues are $10.00 or $5.00 for   

seniors. Lifetime memberships are $100.                         

Mail to RHS at PO Box 354, Readfield 04355. 

PHOTO CAPTION:  

Tom and Francine Belz on Sturtevant Hill Road    

acquired a circa sign for their house this fall. Theirs 

was the oldest house researched in Readfield this 

time, but not the oldest standing house we have 

found in town to date. 
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RETURNING IN MARCH, sponsored by Readfield’s Age-Friendly Committee 

     

 

     

 

 

Readfield U is designed to: 

 Help get us through the tail-end of winter 

 Showcase local talents and skills  

 Provide a way for us to get together as neighbors, to know one another better, and to build               

relationships in our community.   

 

A wide variety of classes, workshops, travelogues, get-togethers are being planned for the month of 

March in Readfield and ALL FREE of charge.   

 

In March 2020 the program was cut short because of the pandemic but we are hopeful that everything 

can run as planned in 2023, culminating in a celebratory potluck dinner at the end of the month.   

 

This is not an academic program but a light-hearted, intergenerational      “Pop-Up University” sharing 

knowledge, skills, talents, ideas.   

   

Examples of offerings are on the     

wildflowers of Maine, Readfield        

history, various arts and crafts,        

animal husbandry, travelogues,       

and card games.   

 

Do you have knowledge or skill you 

would like to share, or something    

interesting to present?  Are you a    

gardener, musician, artist, crafter,   

scientist or a tech-savvy person?       

Do you have an interesting hobby,        

or some wonderful photos of your  

travels? Don’t be shy.  We’d love to 

have you join the program.  

 

Check out the website at:    

www.readfieldu.org 

You can also e-mail:               

readfieldu@gmail.com 

or call Maggie Edmondson         

at 207-685-4797 

 

Registration will be available in        

February after the schedule of  

                     offerings is set.  
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Here’s a New Year’s Resolution we could all benefit from: be vigilant about cryptocurrency scams. Fraud involving crypto       

investment schemes and crypto as payment in other schemes skyrocketed in 2022, according to the Federal Trade            

Commission. Reported losses exceeded $1 billion.  

Last year, the evergreen online romance scam turned into crypto “investment opportunities” – starting on such platforms as 

Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn in addition to dating sites and apps. The target can see their assets gaining value as they 

continue to invest more money, only the crypto exchange they are on is fake. When they try cashing out, they’re told they must 

first pay excessive fees, and they don’t get their money back.  

In the ‘crypto as payment’ schemes, criminals convince targets that some urgent matter requires quick payment and direct 

them to a nearby crypto-ATM machine that converts cash into electronic currency. These losses are virtually unrecoverable. 

The best way to avoid these scams – really any scam – is to know about them so you can avoid engaging from the start. Seek a 

financial advisor’s guidance on investing, and anyone pressuring you to pay by crypto to address and urgent or time-sensitive 

matter is a criminal. 

 
If you’re like a lot of Americans, you spent a lot this holiday season and you might be in the mood to tackle your debt in the 

New Year. Getting yourself out of debt is hard work and it is time intensive. Be wary of offers of guaranteed quick fixes.  

 

Criminal scammers prey on financial fears by offering simple solutions. These offers usually involve up-front fees (which are 

illegal), bad advice like stopping communication with your creditors and vague details on what services they provide. If you 

need help getting out of debt, turn to an organization like the nonprofit National Foundation for Credit Counseling. 

We all want to be helpful, especially when the request comes from our boss, a friend or a community leader. This instinct is 

something criminals take advantage of. That’s why you should be suspicious of any urgent message that asks you to “do me a 

favor.” 

These scams can impersonate a boss needing last-minute gift cards for an employee appreciation event, or a local faith leader 

who needs a quick favor of you to buy gift cards to support a family in need.  These quick gift card requests promise              

reimbursement, which never comes. 

Be aware of short, urgent text messages, emails or social media messages asking for your help purchasing gift cards. Criminals 

can hack into the profiles of friends, family, and community members to send messages in their name. In the professional 

space, the message often looks like it’s from your employer, but the criminal may have added a letter or number to the sender 

information. 

Like so many scams, this one relies on getting the target into a heightened emotional state – of course you want to respond to 

your boss quickly or help your faith community support those in need. If you ever get a message asking for your help buying gift 

cards, contact the sender in a way you know to be legitimate and verify. Chances are the request was from a criminal        

scammer. 

Winter is upon us and with temperatures plummeting in many areas, keeping the heat on is critical — a fact that criminals try to 

take advantage of. They impersonate utility companies, threatening to cut off service if an immediate payment isn’t made. The 

goal of these crooks is to create a sense of urgency so the target acts quickly to pay the alleged past-due balance.    

If you get a surprise visit or call from the “utility company” this winter, hang up and don’t engage. Contact your utility company 

in a way you know to be legitimate (online account, app, or customer service number from a prior bill) to determine if there is a 

problem with your account. And know that no legitimate company will seek immediate payment for a new-to-you issue. 

 

Be a fraud fighter!  If you can spot a scam, you can stop a scam.   

 

Report scams to local law enforcement. For help from AARP, call 1-877-908-3360 or visit the AARP Fraud 

Watch Network at www.aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork.  

Week 1 -- New Year’s Resolution:  Avoid Crypto Scams 

Week 2 – Credit Repair Scams 

Week 3 – When a Favor is Really a Scam 

Week 4 – Utility Bill Scams 

January 2023 State Scam Alerts 

file:///C:/Users/kstokes/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/N8ECX3KN/nfcc.org
http://www.aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork
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Readfield Blizzard Busters Snowmobile Club 
 

Good tidings to our Readfield friends, 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy Hannukah!  Now that the holidays have past we can   
settle in for a happy and healthy new year filled with all the outdoor fun that Readfield 
has to offer.  Seems it is taking longer this year for Maranacook Lake to freeze over 
and the real trail riding to begin. So many of our trails are connected using the lake for 
access.  I have a tendency to be quite impatient, but in truth I know that, in due time, 

the lake will freeze. It always does!  Meanwhile we wait for ice fishing and lots of snow, light powdery stuff 
that grooms well.  The two late December storms were not the best for snowmobiling.  As I write this message, 
we do have snow, heavy wet snow and another storm, which the weather people are calling for an apoplectic 
storm or, in new terminology, a snow bomb with heavy winds which may render us powerless again.       
Thank-you Central Maine Power for the many hours restoring power for the first storm. We are Mainers, we 
can get through anything!   

 

Trailwork was complete the beginning of December, including most   
signage in place, however it appears more will be necessary after the 
storms pass. Trust me, our volunteers will be out cleaning up any fallen 
debris as soon as feasible.  If you do see us on the trails, proceed with  
caution and give us a thumbs up as you continue to enjoy the day.   

 

The Readfield Blizzard Busters Snowmobile Club needs your support in 
order to be successful.  Please consider club membership for a small fee  
of $30.00 per family. Payment can be sent to RBBSC, PO Box 62,    
Readfield, ME 04355.  Thank you in advance.   
 

Be safe and enjoy……….     Marge Livingston, Secretary, RBBSC     

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  
MOUNT VERNON FOOD BANK 

 

 
We all hope you had a wonderful holiday.  All the volunteers at the food bank would like to thank all who 

supported the food bank in one way or another throughout the year, especially during the holidays.  We live 
in a very generous and caring community. 

 
We will return to our normal schedule.  We will be giving out full pantry items on the first and third         

Saturdays of the month.  However, customers may come in every Saturday for fresh fruits, vegetables, bread 
and pastry items.  However, during the winter months if there is inclement weather on Saturday, please call 

the Food Bank to make sure we are open. 
 

Again, we are located at the First Baptist Church in Mount Vernon at 321 Pond Road, Mount Vernon.  Our 
hours are Saturday from 9:30 to 11:30. You can reach us on Saturday mornings at 293-2141. 

Donations can be dropped off at the Readfield Town Office 
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Celebrating Readfield Artists! 
 

Don't miss our new local art wall when you visit  
the Town Office! 

 
Readfield is home to some incredibly talented artists,      

photographers, and artisans - we want to recognize and     
celebrate that and so have teamed up with Camille Davidson 
of The Gallery In  Readfield to bring local artwork into the 
               Town Office for our visitors to experience!   

 
Our new art wall is located directly to the left of the double doors as you enter the building. We are excited to 

showcase different local art and artists every few months.  Anyone with an interest in sharing their                
creations should contact Camille Davidson at 522-7325 or Eric Dyer at 685-4939.  We hope to see you at the 

Town Office, and we hope you see your community reflected in the works on display! 
 

About the Artist:  
Camille Davidson and her husband raised four children in Brunswick. When the children grew up they         

relocated to Readfield to their tiny cabin in the woods.  
 

Camille is now a full-time painter and operates a commission free gallery in town; The Gallery, next to the 
Post Office. She paints the woods surrounding her and the lake she loves to kayak. Camille shows the work    
of a new Maine artist every month and pre pandemic hosted concerts and speakers during the cold winter 

months. All events are free and open to the public. 
 

You can see more of her paintings on her website camilledavidsonart.com and she encourages you to sign up 
on The Gallery website galleryinreadfield.com  so you will know when there are artist receptions and 

events.  The hours of The Gallery are Friday and Saturday 10:00-12:00. 
 

Camille lives a mile away from The Gallery and if she can she is more than happy to have you call her         
207-522-7325 and she will come open the space for you . 

E-Alerts Subscription & NEW!!! Text Alerts! 
 

An easy way to keep up-to-date with Town Happenings!  

 

You can now subscribe to receive Texts Alerts in addition to the E-Alerts via email from the 
Town of Readfield. Be informed of important closures and updates!  

Go to www.readfieldmaine.org and click 
on E-Alerts to sign up.   

 

Pick the type of notifications you would like 
to receive by checking off the categories of 

your choice 

 

Your contact information will be treated as                              
confidential information.  

http://www.galleryinreadfield.com/camilledavidsonartcom.html
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RSU #38 – FY24 Budget Workshops 

Maranacook Community Middle School & Zoom 

(Zoom links can be found at the link below) 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Budget Goal Statement (FY23): “To balance the needs of ALL members of the RSU #38 school community               
while maintaining fiscal responsibility” 

 

BUDGET WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 
 

January 18 Budget Workshop – Goal Setting, School Enrollments, Superintendent’s Directives, Timeline  

February 1* Regular Business Meeting; Budget Workshop – Elementary, Middle & High Schools  

February 15 Budget Workshop 

Multilingual Learners (formerly ELLS) 

Gifted & Talented  

Technology 

March 1* Regular Business Meeting; Budget Workshop 

Special Education 

Operations & Maintenance 

COVID grants overviews  

March 8 Budget Workshop 

Co-and Extra-Curricular 

Transportation 

Miscellaneous Cost Centers/Accounts (Adult Educ., Food Service, Health Center, Professional Develop-
ment/Assessment/ Curriculum, Systems Admin., Debt Service)  

March 15 Budget Workshop 

Annual Report from Auditor Ron Smith 

Joint meeting with local select boards re: draft FY24 budget 

budget deliberations, follow-up and decision making  

March 22 Tentative meeting (if needed) – Budget Workshop – budget deliberations, follow-up and decision mak-
ing 

April 5* Regular Business Meeting and Budget Workshop – budget deliberations, follow-up and decision mak-
ing 

April 12  Workshop Meeting – vote on Budget 

May 10  Annual Budget Meeting, Middle School Gymnasium, 7:00 p.m.  

June 12 – Budget Validation Referendum at individual town polling locations 

 Regular Business Meeting in addition to budget workshop 
 

Budget documents are available by visiting: 

 https://www.maranacook.org/page/fy-24-budget-documents 

 

RSU38 Adult          

Education Classes 

A Caring School Community Dedicated To Excellence 

https://www.maranacook.org/page/fy-24-budget-documents
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Readfield United  
Methodist Church 

 

1564 Main St, Readfield ME 
 

207-685-4211 

Monthly kindness food boxes are 
given away the third Saturday of 

the month from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at 
the Jesse Lee Church (corner of 

Route 17/Plains Road). 

 

If you would like to help us with 
filling these boxes there is a list of 
items we suggest on our website or 
you can call or email the office and 

we will get the list to you.  

 

For more information visit our 
website or call the office at           

207-685-4211 

For Notes from Readfield Recreation Association 
 

We are well into our Rec League Basketball season.  Programs run for the little kids, Pre K-2nd grade on    
Saturday mornings at the Maranacook Middle School.  Games for the 3rd-6th grade teams start at 11 am at     

the Middle School and can go as late as 5 pm.   Check our Readfield Recreation Facebook for the schedule of    
who is playing at home each week.   

We are thrilled to have 156 kids participating in all of Rec Basketball.  We have 12 Maranacook teams      
competing through the 3/4th and 5/6th grade levels against neighboring towns (Winthrop, Monmouth, Lisbon, 
Litchfield, Leeds and more).  We have twice the amount of teams of our neighboring communities!! Basketball 

is growing in our community.   

Rec is also looking forward to our annual Youth Fishing Derby to be held in March. Stay 
tuned for more details on time and rules.  If you would like to donate for a giveaway, please 

email readfieldreccom@gmail.com  We appreciate all the support. 

Be on the lookout for Baseball/Softball signups coming in February too- while snow is still on 
the ground we want to get all the teams organized to be ready when everything melts and we 

can get outside!! 

In December, two representatives from Recreation participated in a meeting with an independent moderator 
and other representatives from Trails, Conservation and the Select Board.  The meeting was held to help all of 

us work through issues that had stalled the development of the Fairgrounds project.  We all look forward to 
working through this process to get to a development worthy of use for all the towns residents, without any 

cost incurred to Readfield taxpayers. 

Happy New Year to all- Hannah Flannery, Readfield Recreation Assoc. President 

mailto:readfieldreccom@gmail.com
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Town of Readfield 

www.readfieldmaine.org 

8 Old Kents Hill Road 

Readfield ME 04355 

Phone: 207-685-4939 

Fax: 207-685-3420 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

Town Office Closed 
New Years Day  

Observed  

3 4 

 

5 

 

6 

Assessor In             
(By Appointment) 

 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

Planning Board    
6:30 PM 

Conservation Comm 
Meeting 6:30 PM 

11 

Age Friendly      
Committee 9:00 AM 

Budget Committee 
6:30 PM 

Library Board of 
Trustees 6:30 PM 

12 

Road Committee    
6:00 PM 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

Town Office Closed 
Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day  

17 

 

18 

Comprehensive Plan 
Committee 6:00 PM 

 

 

19 

 

20 

Assessor In             
(By Appointment) 

21 

 

22 23 

Cemetery Committee 
10:30 AM  

Select Board  

6:30 PM 

24 

Planning Board    
6:30 PM 

 

 

25 

Budget Committee 
6:30 PM 

Trails Committee 

6:30 PM 

  

26 

February Messenger 
Articles Due 

27 

 

28 

Comprehensive Plan 
Public Hearing   

10:00 AM 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

Last Day to Register 
Dogs before Late Fee 

 

    

Town Manager, Eric Dyer:  manager@readfieldmaine.org 

Finance Officer, Teresa Shaw:  finance@readfieldmaine.org 

Town Clerk, Kristin Parks: clerk@readfieldmaine.org 

Code Officer, Chip Stephens: ceo@readfieldmaine.org 

Front Desk Clerk, Anjelica Pittman: info@readfieldmaine.org 

Maintenance, Matthew Seems: maintenance1@readfieldmaine.org 

Animal Control, Eric Johnson: 207-931-7684 

Sexton, Ben Rodriguez:  sexton@readfieldmaine.org 

Assessor, David Ledew:  assessor@readfieldmaine.org 


