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Readfield 

Messenger 
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         2024 Dog Licenses2024 Dog Licenses2024 Dog Licenses   

January Holiday Closures: 
 

The Town Office & Library will be closed 

on Mon, Jan. 1st in observance of New 

Years Day & Mon, Jan. 16th in observance 

of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Ways to register your dog: 
 In person at the Town Office  

 Online at www.readfieldmaine.org under online services 

 By mail: Town of Readfield, 8 Old Kents Hill Road, Readfield, ME 04355 

 Over the phone by calling 207-685-4939  
 

$6.00 if spayed/neutered and $11.00 if unaltered 
 

Proof of rabies and spay/neuter (if applicable) are required to register 
  

Dogs 6 months & older are required to be registered in the town they live in by state law.  
 

If you no longer have a dog please let us know! 
 

Late fee of $25.00 per dog if not paid for by January 31
st
 

https://www.readfieldmaine.org/C:/Users/Townclerk/Documents/Cyberlink
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Steve DeAngelis    (207) 931-5001  sdeangelis@readfieldmaine.org  
 

Carol Doorenbos   (207) 446-7535 cdoorenbos@readfieldmaine.org 
 

Sean Keegan; Vice Chair  (207) 446-8725 skeegan@readfieldmaine.org 
 

David Linton     (207) 441-7394  dlinton@readfieldmaine.org 
 

Kathryn Mills Woodsum; Chair (207) 685-9094   kwoodsum@readfieldmaine.org 

Select Select Select    
Board Board Board    

ContactsContactsContacts   

Thankfulness 

By: Kathryn Mills Woodsum 

In looking back over the past year, I find that I am thankful for many things and hope that others are also.  Life 
offers up many things, events and people to deal with and how we choose to approach each experience greatly 

affects our wellbeing. Challenges are certainly more complex and consume more of our energy than joyful 
events but there is always the opportunity to choose to be thankful in the long run.  

 
I had the privilege of attending a Readfield employee meeting in December and hear our town manager praise 
our employees for diligently working in their jobs for the benefit of the residents and working well together.  I 
was able to expand on that by stating the appreciation of the Select Board for our impression of the collective 

group always being willing to pitch in and do what is needed even when it may not be a part of their job       
description.  This is an often-overlooked function of a person’s working day responsibilities and is very often 
not present in organizations.  We are fortunate in Readfield that the climate has been developed to have folks 

willingly work together when needed and this provides a much better result for the town and a better workplace 
for the employees.  I presented, on behalf of the Select Board and the Town Manager, our donated small gift 
bags with tokens of our appreciation for each non-seasonal employee along with thanks for jobs well done. 

 
The wind and rain storm of December 18th brought considerable damage to property and roads in our state as 

well as in our town.  Our Fire Department was present throughout the storm and in the following days         
protecting us all.  They handled alerting drivers of road hazards, clearing trees from roads to open access for 
emergency vehicles, assisting with water diversion, calls for assistance from residents, and many other tasks.  
Our maintenance team was out cutting, clearing and chipping tree debris from our town roads, and assisting 

with building needs while the power was out.   Our town office staff and librarian were available throughout to 
provide assistance and warming places.  Our transfer station opened to accept tree debris even when they didn’t 

have power to accept other waste streams.  Committee volunteers were out clearing debris on our trails and 
others were assisting folks in town.  Everyone pitched in and did what was needed and brainstormed ideas to 

help others.  Neighbors helped others clear a path to move across roads that were littered with debris, had folks 
over to visit and warm up and to charge their devices, all while taking care of their own storm issues.  Local 
contractors answered the call to repair road damage and clean up debris. CMP stayed on top of the incredible 

amount of damage to our power system and coordinated a massive repair project involving thousands of    
workers from around the country coming to Maine to repair and rebuild our power grid.  It was a gift indeed 
that these workers gave us, whether they hail from Maine or states far away, to work 17-hour shifts with 7 

hours to sleep for 6 consecutive days.  In spite of the damage, dark and cold days, and inconvenience, there is 
much to be thankful for as noted above, and especially for our small town where folks help each other out in 

times of need. 
 

The coming year will undoubtedly present challenges for us and I am thankful for the expertise and assistance 
of so many folks in our town who will be involved in planning ahead for the coming year to keep Readfield a 

vibrant place to live.  Budget season has begun which involves every committee, board and commission in 
town (a group of over 100 volunteers) and all the town employees.  Please stay informed by reading the     

Messenger, utilizing the town website, signing up for text and/or email alerts, talking with those who volunteer 
and by reaching out to the town office for information.  Our goal this year is to maintain current services, to 
continue developing projects already considered, and to complete projects already underway.  Hopefully any 

new projects can wait for another year. 
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Storm Follow-Up 
 
What a whirlwind we had last month, both literally and figuratively!  We were all trying to prepare for the  
holidays when the storm of December 18 and 19 violently interrupted our plans; downing trees, cutting power, 
flooding basements, and leaving many roads inaccessible for hours and days at a time.  This was a major 
storm event that teetered on the edge of being a full-fledged disaster.  We have unfortunately been subjected to 
50 and 100 year storms every six months it seems.  When events like this occur it is valuable to look at what 
happened, what could happen differently, and how to better prepare our homes and our community for future 
events.   
 
Fire Department volunteers were instrumental in the Town’s immediate emergency response - keeping roads 
open and responding to calls for assistance.  Town Maintenance staff helped clear trees and brush and began 
documenting damage to infrastructure.  And of course neighbors helped neighbors!  During the storm and in 
the following days the Town Office remained open 24/7 as a warming center and the Library helped out with 
extra hours and services later in the week  I want to thank municipal volunteers, staff, and members of the 
community for their tremendous response during and after the storm! 
 
We had a number of emergency calls for basement flooding and a lot of situations where people did not have 
backup power and really needed it.  We struggled with if or how we might help in these circumstances.       
Unfortunately the Fire Department and Town Staff cannot provide or run generators for residents and cannot 
provide or run sump pumps.  This is due to the significant risk and liability associated with performing these 
activities.  If your property was impacted by flooding or you were impacted by a lack of backup power, please 
take steps to address these issues because there are limits to the help that the Town can offer and responding to 
these calls also takes people and equipment away from other essential public safety needs.  With rare          
exception every home in Readfield should have a backup generator, and every home with a basement should 
have a sump pump. 
 
Once things quieted down we began to engage with private contractors to clear debris from the roadside and 
also saw volunteers help clear many of the recreational trails in town.  The question of who is responsible for 
maintaining or removing trees came up a lot after the storm, and does after most big storms.  While there are 
sometimes exceptions the following things can safely be said in most cases: 
 
 Property owners own the trees on their property, including those near the road within the road Right of 

Way and always have the right and option to cut, trim, and remove trees. 
 The Town has the option of managing trees within the Right of Way, but is exclusively concerned with 

trees that are obstructing the roadway or otherwise present an immediate danger.   
 Old and even damaged trees are not always a danger and are addresses on a case-by case basis.  If there is 

a question about whether a tree needs to be removed or not we will often split the cost of the work with the 
property owner. 

 The Town cannot cut or remove trees outside of the Right-of Way. 
 
Town staff and local contractors have removed a lot of debris following the storm but we will not be able to 
take care of everything, particularly if it is not an immediate hazard.  I appreciate the patience and           un-
derstanding of residents as we continue to pursue the clean-up, and the work done by residents to help clear 
brush and tree debris from their properties 
 
In closing I want to again thank everyone for working together during and after the storm and remind residents 
to treat serious situations like this with due caution as they are happening more.  Be prepared, stay off the 
roads unless you have to, do not move cones or cross downed power lines, and help out! 

Additional Resources on Page 12 
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January Select Board & Budget Committee Meetings 
 

Select Board: Monday, Jan. 8
th

 & 22
nd  

Budget Committee: Wednesday, Jan. 10
th

 & 24
th 

 

Joint Select Board/Budget: Wednesday, Jan. 31
st
 
  

 

Starting at 6:30 PM unless otherwise stated 

For all the 

donations 

to the     

giving tree! 



6 

MARCH 5, 2024MARCH 5, 2024MARCH 5, 2024   

Absentee Ballots will be available 

the beginning of February to those 

eligible to vote in the Presidential 

Primary. See below regarding  

Semi-Open Primary Voting. 

Kents Hill School, Alfond Athletic Center,1617 Main St, Readfield 

Polls Open 8:00 am - 8:00 pm 

Effective January 1, 2024, Maine is transitioning from a closed primary system to a semi-open    
primary. This means that unenrolled voters can now participate in the March 5, 2024 Presidential 

Primary and June 11, 2024 State Primary.  

 Voters enrolled in a specific party can only vote in that party’s primary. Unenrolled voters can 
vote in ONE primary of the party of their choice.   

 The Democratic and Republican parties are the only parties that will hold primaries on March 
5th. The Green Independent and Libertarian parties will not be participating. 

 Voters enrolled in a qualifying party (Forward, No Labels or People’s) do not have an option to 
select a ballot. They must either enroll in a qualified party or become unenrolled to participate in 
the primary. 

 Voters that change or withdraw their enrollment within 15 days of the election are ineligible to 
participate in the primary. 

 A voter must remain in a party for 3 months before changing parties or unenrolling. Voters must 
do so at least 15 days before the primary in order to be eligible to vote in the primary. 

2024 Federal/State/Local Election Schedule 

March 5 Presidential Primary 
 Democratic Party Primary 
 Republican Party Primary 

June 11 State Primary Election 

November 5 General (Presidential) Election 

Readfield Town Meeting & RSU #38 
Referendum Vote will be held on    
Tuesday, June 11

th
 along with the   

State Primary Election 

To request your absentee ballot: 
 

 Online: https://apps.web.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/AbsenteeBallot/index.pl  

 Complete the form on the next page or at the Readfield Town Office during   
regular business hours - You may also vote in person once ballots are available  

 Call the Town Office at 207-685-4939 and talk to a clerk; voice messages/ 
emails cannot be accepted and we need to speak to the voter who is requesting 
the Absentee Ballot 

If you have any questions; please contact Kristin, Town Clerk at                     

207-685-4939 or clerk@readfieldmaine.org  

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/upcoming/index.html#pres
https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/upcoming/index.html#state
https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/upcoming/index.html#gen
https://apps.web.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/AbsenteeBallot/index.pl
mailto:clerk@readfieldmaine.org
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ReadfieldReadfieldReadfield   Boards/Committee/Commission Openings Boards/Committee/Commission Openings Boards/Committee/Commission Openings    
(As of December 23, 2023) 

 

 Cobbossee Watershed District: 1 Alt. Member (2024) 
 Connectivity Committee: 3 Members (2025) 
 Conservation Commission: 2 Alt. Members (2025 & 2026) 
 Heritage Days Committee: Multiple Positions Available 
 Local School Board Advisory: 3 Members (2024, 2025 & 2026) 
 Maranacook Outlet Dam Committee: 1 Alt. Member (2024) 
 Planning Board: 2 Alt. Member (2026 & 2027) 
 Recreation Committee: 1 Member (2026) 
 Solid Waste & Recycling Committee: 1 Member (2025) 
 Trails Committee: 3 Members (2-2024 & 1 Alt. Member-2026) 
 

 
If you are interested in joining any of the above committees  complete an           

Appointment Application online www.readfieldmaine.org or at the Town Office 
 

Call 207-685-4939 or email clerk@readfieldmaine.org for more information  
 

The Town Manager is being evaluated at this time by the   
Select Board for his regularly scheduled annual review.  

Members of the public are invited to constructively         
comment on his performance in relation to their                  

expectations of a Town Manager on behalf of Readfield.   

 

Comments are accepted on both an attributed or anonymous 
basis and will not be directly shared with the Town Manager, but will be summarized and   
combined with other public comment for discussion during the review process.  Attributed 
comments will be given more consideration than anonymous ones.  Your input will remain 
confidential in either case and will help inform the Select Board in the evaluation process.  

 

Residents wishing to provide constructive comment for the Town Manager's Annual Review 
can complete the Public Comment Survey here (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/83YK8LJ), 
they may also email Select Board Member Steve DeAngelis; (sdeangelis@readfieldmaine.org) 
or deliver comments to the Town Office directly or by mail in a sealed and marked envelope 
to: Town of Readfield, Attn: Steve DeAngelis, Town Manager Evaluation, 8 Old Kents Hill 

Road, Readfield ME 04355 

Responses should be submitted prior to 3:30 pm on Friday, January 12, 2024  

Thank you! 

Town Manager 360 Review - Public Comment 

http://www.readfieldmaine.org
mailto:clerk@readfieldmaine.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/83YK8LJ
mailto:sdeangelis@readfieldmaine.org?subject=Town%20Manager%20Annual%20Review
mailto:sdeangelis@readfieldmaine.org
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Readfield Solid Waste 

and Recycling Committee  

General Operation Practices 
 

All vehicles must stop at the     
Attendant Booth to speak with an 

employee about what materials 
you are bringing in, to receive   

directions on where to dispose of 
these materials, and to pay any 

required fee. 
 

Please leave when you are         
finished to avoid making the  

space congested.  

 

Transfer Station Hours 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday  
& Friday 

11:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
 

Saturday  
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 
 

Please Remember to Practice Kindness 

 

Please remember to be patient with everyone while you 
are at the Transfer Station.  There are many         

challenges presented to using the space safely and    
efficiently and  everyone handles those in their own 
way.  Please try to be patient and  understanding of 

other patrons and our employees. Everyone is doing the 
best they can and deserves to be treated respectfully 
and with  kindness. Thank you for your efforts to make 

this town operated facility function well. 

Please bring 
items in and 
feel free to 

take items you 
can use.  

 Recycling Through Re-Use 

Assistance Available 

If you have an accessibility issue, please ask the       
attendant on duty at the check-in building for a hand 

with your recycling and trash bags. 
An attendant will remove bagged trash and               
recycling from your vehicle upon request.   

 

Food Composting 

Bring your food 
scraps to the     

compost pile at the 
Transfer Station! 
You can take home 
finished compost at 

no charge. 

                                                                                                                                 

 Our three towns spend over  
 

$390,000  
 

to dispose of trash each year!  

 
What can you move from trash to recycling? 

Cardboard Reminder:  

Please have your cardboard 

sized to 3’x3’ for easier          

recycling. Thank you! 
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These Trails Don’t Just Clear Themselves, You Know! 

By Linnea Koons 

There are miles of well-maintained trails on town-owned land that are open to the public to walk, snowshoe, 
and ski.  Torsey Pond Nature Preserve and the Fairgrounds are just two of these properties. They are the     

subject of this article because they are so easy to get to. How do these trails stay open and useable? It’s thanks 
to the volunteer work by past and present members of the Conservation Commission and Trails Committee. 

Here’s a behind-the-scenes look at what happens. 

Torsey Pond Nature Preserve: Four of us met at the parking lot on the first Saturday morning of December 
(Howard Lake, Greg Durgin, Jerry Bley, Linnea Koons), each bringing an assortment of tools and lumber. 
This was in response to an email sent by someone who had hiked the trails and noticed the need for repairs. 

First, we repositioned the information kiosk and stabilized the uprights with rebar. Then we carried a         
pressure-treated 6x6, chainsaw, spikes, and various other tools down to the duck blind to fix the step into the 
blind. I left after depositing the chainsaw and bag of power tools and Howard, Greg, and Jerry went to work. 

The result was a spacious platform on 2 supports made from a 6x6 with a 4x4 on top. That’s Jerry testing it out 
in the photo on the left, below. 

The Fairgrounds and Community Pathway: Once again, a Conservation Commission member sent out an 
email about cleaning up blocked trails, this time following the storm on the Sunday and Monday before 
Christmas. Once again, past and present members of the Conservation and Trails Committee met on the      

Saturday before Christmas and volunteered their time, talents, and efforts to clear trails. The group included 
Howard Lake, Greg Leimbach, Paul Bessette, Jackie Drouin, Rob Peale, Bob Marvinney, Kyle Marvinney, 
Eric Dyer, Peter Davis, Steve Hayes, Jerry Bley, and Greg Durgin. More than 10 trees had been uprooted, 

split, or had dropped large branches on over 1 ½ miles of trails. A group of 4 blowdowns in the photo in the 
middle can be seen from Church Rd. The remains of the widowmaker in the righthand photo are just beyond 

it. All cleanup was completed by the volunteers that day. Thank you, ladies and gentlemen! 

                   

Readfield Calling TreeReadfield Calling TreeReadfield Calling Tree   
   

 The Age Friendly Committee would like to create a  

Readfield Calling Tree. 
 

 If you would like to receive a weekly call from an Age Friendly     
volunteer or if you would be willing to be a Calling Tree volunteer, 

please reach out to Elaine at elainekatz03@gmail.com 

mailto:elainekatz03@gmail.com
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COME LEARN ABOUT PLANS FOR THE COME LEARN ABOUT PLANS FOR THE COME LEARN ABOUT PLANS FOR THE    

FAIRGROUNDS COMMUNITY PARKFAIRGROUNDS COMMUNITY PARKFAIRGROUNDS COMMUNITY PARK   
 

PUBLIC MEETING 

JANUARY 17, 2024 AT 6:30 pm / READFIELD TOWN OFFICE 
 

At last June’s Town Meeting, Readfield residents voted to proceed with developing a plan 

for the Readfield Fairgrounds. The Fairgrounds Working Group has spent the fall              

developing the plan (shown above) that includes: 
 

* a softball field     * space for community events 

* a basketball-sports court  * multi-use sports field 

* open meadows    * pollinator garden 

* walking trails    * accessible parking, paths and facilities 

* expanded parking 
 

Come learn more about the project and plans to make it a reality. 



12 

Recovery Resources from the December Storm 

Maine DHHS Extends Deadline for SNAP Recipients 

to Apply for Help Replacing Food 
 

Recipients now have until January 18 to apply for benefits to replace food lost as a 
result of the December Wind Storm 

The Maine Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) announced that Maine people who lost food 
purchased through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) as a result of the December storm 

now have until January 18, 2024, to apply for benefits to replace that food. 

How to apply for SNAP benefits to replace lost food: 
 

 SNAP recipients who lost food purchased with SNAP benefits due to a power outage, flooding, or other 
misfortune related to the storm may be able to receive benefits to replace that food. 

 Losses must be reported to DHHS by January 18, 2024. 
 SNAP recipients should fill out a simple form available on the DHHS website 

at maine.gov/dhhs/ofi/applications-forms and email it to farmington.dhhs@maine.gov.                           
Paper forms are also available at local DHHS offices. 

 
The replacement benefit amount is the lesser of the total value of the food purchased with SNAP that was 

lost, or one month's benefit. 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection 

1-800-482-0777 or call 211  
 

These questions will help you determine if you should call Maine DEP. 

 

1. Did your basement flood AND do you have oil heat, or did you before your current method of heating?  

2. Do you have an oil tank in your house, even if you don't use it? 

3. Does your home or basement smell strongly like oil? 

4. Did your tank move, whether it leaked or not? 

5. Can you see oil on the water, either pink or rainbow sheen? 

6. Look at the outside of the house for oil tank fill and vent pipes, are they crooked? 
 

If you answered YES to any of these questions, give the Maine DEP a call and have a Responder come and 
look at your situation. There is no cost for Maine DEP to visit your home. Maine DEP has responders staged 
statewide ready to assist because of the impact of this storm, please understand that it may take a little extra 

time for Responders to get to where you are. When speaking to dispatch at the number above, provide      
detailed information and MDEP Responders will help. Long term exposure to oil can be bad for your health. 
Oil that isn't cleaned up properly can damage the environment. The Maine DEP has funding that may help 

pay for the cleanup of oil in your home or on your property. The Maine DEP crews and has resources to help 
you dispose of oily debris that, if not properly disposed of, can affect you, your neighbors, and the            

environment. 
 

Please share this information with your neighbor, family, or anyone who may be affected by this flooding 
event. 

 

For more information visit www.maine.gov/dep/ 

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ofi/applications-forms
mailto:farmington.dhhs@maine.gov
http://www.maine.gov/dep/
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Maranacook Food Pantry  
Every Thursday ~ 3:00-4:00 PM 

Not quite sure if this article is a year end summary of pantry news or a look to our future. I guess    
either way it is important to acknowledge what happened and what is current so here goes. 
 
We entered our 3rd year of support for those in our five town community who needed food assistance 
with a workable balance in our account. The number of families in need continued to fluctuate weekly 
with several families notifying us that their particular situations had improved to the level where they 
no longer needed weekly assistance; to adding new families and individuals either on a weekly pick 
up basis or as their needs dictated. To reflect this trend, our holiday meal  boxes totaled 24 in Novem-
ber which was about the same as last year, but our December numbers decreased by 10 boxes from      
December 2022. 
 
In the fall our balance increased by over $1,000 as donations arrived in 
memory of pantry committee volunteer Ralph Eno. With the loss of 
Ralph's help, a community member stepped in to assist  and we         
welcomed Candy Sykes. Another addition of monetary support came 
from Readfield Masons who sent us a check for $3,500.00 from their 
Heritage Days community breakfast. As recently as last week, members 
of the  Lions organization dropped off a huge food donation from a  
grant they secured to help families impacted by the recent storm that  
included those devastating winds and flooding. A huge thank you to   
Lion Bunny Parks, Lion Kristin Parks, and Lion Deb Maddox from   
District 41 Maine.  
 
Donations come in all shapes and sizes as you might imagine: the local guy who stops sometimes 
when I am out in my yard and hands me a $100 dollar bill for the pantry to a resident who recently 
dropped off a box of Needhams for the working committee members. Then a couple of weeks ago a 
dilemma arose. We weren't sure a thank you note would get to the North Pole to thank the fellow who 
dropped off a box of food wearing a Santa hat. When we asked him his name so we could thank him 
he simply said ”You know me. I'm Santa” So thank you Santa for supporting our community and we 
hope you see this if you are still flying around Readfield, Maine! 
 
So in closing, thank you to all the thoughtful and caring individuals and families who support the  
pantry or plan to in 2024. Your numbers and names are way too numerous to list after almost four 
years but here are some that represent many others and organizations: Maranacook Education     
Foundation, Farmer Kev, Bonnie, Kathryn, Joe, Cricket, Al, students and staff in RSU #38, Phyllis, 
Katie, John, Marianne, Greg L., Anne, Rick, Darcy and a cast of hundreds. My gratitude continues to 
go out to the amazing committee volunteers who do all the heavy lifting and put in their valuable time 
to support those who need it. 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL AND MAY PEACE AND GOOD FORTUNE FIND YOU! 
 
Respectfully submitted MAFP  (Greg Durgin) 
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Donations can be dropped off at the Readfield Town Office 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH MOUNT VERNON FOOD BANK 
We all hope you had a wonderful holiday.  All the volunteers at the food bank would like to thank all who  

supported the food bank in one way or another throughout the year, especially during the holidays.  We live in 
a very generous and caring community. 

 

We will return to our normal schedule.  We will be giving out full pantry items on the first and third Saturdays 
of the month.  However, customers may come in every Saturday for fresh fruits, vegetables, bread and pastry 

items.  During the winter months if there is inclement weather on Saturday, please call the Food Bank to make 
sure we are open. 

 

Again, we are located at the First Baptist Church in Mount Vernon at 321 Pond Road, Mount Vernon.         
Our hours are Saturday from 9:30 to 11:30. You can reach us on Saturday mornings at 293-2141. 

The Union Meeting House and Vestry closed out 2023 with a very successful 
event called Christmas through the Ages, a walking tour event that was           
co-sponsored with the Readfield Historical Society. The Kennebec Journal/
Morning Sentinel published on Saturday December 23rd a three quarter page of 
pictures covering the event. Please take the time to Google the article for more 
details. 
     
The Union Meeting House presented the 1847 Moravian era for this event. The 
apse displayed a 26 pointed Moravian star, also called the Advent Star,        

symbolizing the Star of Bethlehem. This sect's traditions of love of family, friends, and food was presented by 
community member Henry Whittemore, who grew up in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, a town where the          
Moravians first settled. 
 
The RUMH Board of Directors cannot leave 2023 without once again thanking our community for the support 
they have shown in our continued restoration efforts of the RUMH and to the renovations to the Vestry     
building. Plans are how being developed for potential uses of both buildings beyond the usual summer series 
events. Thank you Jim Tukey, Board VP, for assembling  an energetic committee to work on this plan. 

    
So what's on the schedule for 2024? 

 
Actual work on the tower and belfry by Preservation Timber Framing (PTF) should be happening in the spring. 
A Letter of Intent by PTF last year secured 2024 time for our project. The Board of Directors and our        
community have been waiting a long time for this project to happen. The Board is also grateful to our former 
board president and historian Marius Peladeau for leaving a large sum of money to the Meeting House in his 
will. With his gift and the generous donations of pledges and donations by the many supporters of the RUMH, 
we hope to include the spire, too, in the project. 
    
As board president, I'd be remiss if I didn't acknowledge the hundreds of hours that RUMH Board 
Members have given in their efforts to preserve our community's historic building and to bring the vestry back 
to a usable community space. 
 
May you all have a happy, healthy, and safe 2024. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Nancy Durgin 
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Saturday, December 

16, 2023 
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Remember Readfield U?   
 

In March of 2024 Readfield U will again offer a month of programs 
free of charge led by local people.  It’s a way for us get to know one 

another better in our community, learn something new, and make  
getting through the tail end of winter a little easier.   

 

The Age-Friendly committee has already started planning this event and the line-up of classes is coming      
together. Perhaps you have something you’d like to offer –a craft, a particular skill, some specialty knowledge, 

a game to teach, something related to music, slides of a trip, or nature photography… The possibilities are  
endless.  It could be a formal presentation, an informal gathering, a hands-on activity.  

 

 If you’d like to talk about it contact Maggie Edmondson readfieldu@gmail.com or call her at 685-4797.  You 
can also check out the Readfield U website: readfieldu.org where there is a form for presenters to submit so 

that we know what you need in the way of time, space, minimum/maximum attendance and so on.   
 

All classes are held in Readfield but people from surrounding communities are welcome to both offer and to 
attend programs.   

 

If you know someone you feel would have something of interest to share please ask them if they’re interested 
and then contact Maggie in one of the ways listed above.   

 

mailto:readfieldu@gmail.com
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Surry Hill Full Moon Snowshoe Hike Thursday, January 25, 5:30 PM Fayette 
 

Join Kennebec Land Trust staff and volunteer property stewards to take advantage of the 
full moon for a hike or snowshoe at the Surry Hill Conservation Area on Thursday, January 

25 at 5:30 PM. Please bring what you need to be comfortable for a night walk in winter,  
including a headlamp or flashlight, snowshoes, warm clothes, water, snacks, etc. The family

-friendly hike will be approximately two miles long. For more information or to RSVP,  
contact Marie at mring@tklt.org or 207-377-2848 

 
Directions: Turn south on Tom Surry Road from Route 17, opposite the Fayette Central School. In about 0.4 
miles, the town-maintained road ends, and on your right is a town turn-around. The entrance to the Surry Hill 

parking area is at the north end of this town turn-around.  

Hello Readfield Trail Enthusiasts,  
 

I hope you will all continue to experience our many trail opportunities during the winter months. For those of you that 
have snowshoes or skis we hope you will use them for your trail activities when multiple inches of snow are present at 
least until the trails are packed down to a hard surface. I realize that all our trail enthusiasts may not have these items. 
However, for those of us that do have them please use them so that our trails do not develop a hardened, post-holed       
surface. It is not fun to hike on such a surface and it can promote erosion. For those who would like to use snowshoes but 
don’t have them, consider checking out a pair from the Readfield Library. You can also take advantage of this service if 
you have guests that would like to try them.  
 

I would like to thank the 11 volunteers including tractor operators who showed up the weekend following the recent    
damaging storm to clear blow-downs off the Fairgrounds Trails and the Community Pathway (see below). These trails are 
now open again for unimpeded use. As of this writing we know there are at least a dozen large pine trees down across the 
Carlton Pond Trail. However, it is possible to find your way around these so the trail is still open. We welcome anyone 
who would like to volunteer to help us clear them hopefully some time soon. Also feel free to let us know if you find any 
storm damage on our other town trails.  
 

Trails Committee representatives continue to represent trail users interests on the 
Fairgrounds Working Group developing the concept plan for additional recreational   
development on the Fairgrounds property. In November we identified a location for   
a multi-sport court that will include basketball, pickleball, and perhaps other uses. 
The concept plan for the Fairgrounds also includes a softball field, improvements to 
our trails, re-designed parking, a pollinator garden area, and access to electricity and   
water. The trail improvements will significantly improve accessibility. There will be  
a public meeting on January 17 to again solicit comments from the public on the      
proposal. No town property taxpayer funding will be used for materials or             
construction. Donations and private and/or public grants will pay for this work   
pending both voter and grant approval.  
 

Our trail maps (not including the Morrill Road Connector Trail) continue to be   
available at the town office and on-line 
(https://www.readfieldmaine.org/sites/readfieldme/files/uploads/ read-
field_trails_2019_map.pdf).  
 

Kennebec Land Trust trail information, including trails in Readfield, can be found   
on their website at https://www.tklt.org/  
 

Please let us know if you encounter damage or other issues when on our town trails. 
We appreciate feedback.  
 

Dog owners please note: Dogs are required to be on leash or under voice control on all town properties including our trails. 
We also request that pets be leashed on the Carlton Pond Trail in the interest of water supply and wildlife protection.  
 

Please call or email me if you would like to join our committee, volunteer for trail work, or comment on trail conditions,. 
Rob Peale; rnpreadfieldgov@gmail.com,  207-458-4259  

mailto:mring@tklt.org
https://www.readfieldmaine.org/sites/readfieldme/files/uploads/%20readfield_trails_2019_map.pdfC:/Users/Townclerk/Documents/Cyberlink
https://www.readfieldmaine.org/sites/readfieldme/files/uploads/%20readfield_trails_2019_map.pdfC:/Users/Townclerk/Documents/Cyberlink
https://www.tklt.org/
mailto:rnpreadfieldgov@gmail.com
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Important Notice  

2024 License Updates 
 

Crossbow Permits are no longer needed and 
have been removed as an item for sale 

 

 Pheasant Permit price has increased to 
$27.00 and Agent Fee increased to $2.00 

 

Superpack price has increased to $207.00 
and Agent Fee remains $2.00. Now includes 

one Expanded Archery Either Sex permit 
 

For more information regarding this, please 
contact Maine Department of Inland      

Fisheries & Wildlife at  

207-287-8000 

www.maine.gov/IFW/ 

https://www.maine.gov/IFW/
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Want to volunteer as a NDN Volunteer Driver? Contact them today! 207-860-0677 



25 

The following is a schedule of meetings for the RSU #38 Board of Directors for the 2023-2024 school year. 
Meetings will be held at the Maranacook Middle School Cafeteria, with a zoom option on Wednesdays 
(typically the 1st and 3rd Wednesday), beginning at 6:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted.  Please refer to the    
Maranacook Area Schools website for changes during the school year https://www.maranacook.org/ 
 

January 3 – Business Meeting 

January 17 – Budget Workshop Meeting 

February 7 – Business Meeting 

February 28 – Budget Workshop Meeting (4th Wednesday) 

March 6 – Business Meeting 

March 20 – Budget Workshop Meeting 

March 27 – Budget Workshop Meeting (4th Wednesday) 

April 3 – Business Meeting 

April 10 – Vote on budget; Workshop Meeting (2nd Wednesday) 

May 1 – Business Meeting 

May 8 – RSU #38 Annual Budget Meeting, MS Cafeteria, 7:00 p.m.  (2nd Wednesday) (in person only) 

June 5 – Business Meeting 

June 12 – Business/Workshop Meeting (accept referendum votes and set local assessments) (2nd Weds.) 

June 11 – Referendum vote at individual towns         07/21/23 

                        RSU 38   
                                                        HiSET/Diploma  Classes  Ongoing Year-round   

  

Enrichment Classes Start Date 
Registered Maine Guide Training 1/23/2024 

15 iPhone/iPad Vision Accessibility Features Ongoing 

Cooking With BoomerTECH Adventures Ongoing 

Create & Deliver Online Zoom Courses  Ongoing 

Digital Tools for the Beginning Memoir Writer Ongoing 

Fantastic Photo Finishes-Organize & Edit Images with Your iPhone/iPad Photos App Ongoing 

Hidden Gems Lurking in Your iPhone and iPad Ongoing 

Introduction to iPhone Basics Ongoing 

Introduction to Mac Basics Ongoing 

Introduction to Zoom Basics  Ongoing 

Maximize Your iPad's Potential Ongoing 

More Hidden Gems Lurking in Your iPhone & iPad Ongoing 

Taking Awesome Pictures With Your iPhone/iPad Camera Ongoing 

Unlock Safari's Secrets on Your iPad in Just Five Lessons Ongoing 

To register, or for more details and to view all classes, go to:  

https://maranacook.coursestorm.com/browse  

 Or call the Adult Ed office at 685-4923 x1065 for more info  

RSU #38 Board of Directors 
Meeting Schedule 

2023-2024 

https://www.maranacook.org/
https://maranacook.coursestorm.com/browse
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E-Alerts Subscription & 
Text Alerts! 

 

 

An easy way to keep up-to-date with 
Town Happenings!  

 

Go to www.readfieldmaine.org and 
click on E-Alerts to sign up.   

 

Readfield United  

Methodist Church 
1564 Main St. Readfield, ME   

Phone number: 207-685-4211 

Email: office@readfieldchurch.net  

Website: readfieldchurch.org 

Come worship with us every Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

The church is handicap accessible  

Our next kindness food box giveaway is       
scheduled for January 20th from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

at Jesse Lee church. Anyone is welcomed to come 
get a box of non-perishable food.  You just pull 

up in the parking lot and we put a kindness box in 
your vehicle.  No questions asked.  If you would 
like to help us with filling these boxes there is a 

list of items, we suggest on 
our website or you can call 

or email the office.  

207-685-4211 

Have you scheduled your HEAP appointment? 

KVCAP continues to schedule                

appointments for the Home Energy        

Assistance Program 2023/24 heating     

season, for Kennebec County residents.  

For more information, to see if you qualify, 

or to  schedule an appointment please call 

207-859-1500, email energy@kvcap.org, 

or visit: https://www.kvcap.org/for-the-

home/energy-housing-services-overview/

heating-assistance 

 

mailto:office@readfieldchurch.net
readfieldchurch.org
mailto:energy@kvcap.org
https://www.kvcap.org/for-the-home/energy-housing-services-overview/heating-assistance/
https://www.kvcap.org/for-the-home/energy-housing-services-overview/heating-assistance/
https://www.kvcap.org/for-the-home/energy-housing-services-overview/heating-assistance/
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Town of Readfield 

www.readfieldmaine.org 

8 Old Kents Hill Road 

Readfield ME 04355 

Phone: 207-685-4939 

Fax: 207-685-3420 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

New Years Day 

Town Offices 
Closed 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

Cemetery Committee 
10:30 AM  

Select Board        
6:30 PM 

9 

Conservation     
Commission        

6:30 PM 

Planning Board    
6:30 PM 

10 

Age Friendly      
9:00AM 

Solid Waste &         
Recycling Committee 

5:30PM 

Library Board           
6:30 PM 

Budget Committee 
6:30PM 

11 

Road Committee 

5:00 PM 

Fairgrounds Working 
Group Meeting     

6:30 PM 

12 

 

13 

14 

 

15 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 

Town Offices 
Closed 

16 

 

17 

Fairgrounds Working 
Group Public Meeting 

6:30 PM 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

Select Board        
6:30 PM 

23 

Planning Board    
6:30 PM 

24 

Budget Committee    
6:30 PM 

Trails Committee      
6:30 PM 

25 

 

26 

February Messenger 
Articles Due 

 

27 

 

28 29 

Connectivity      
Committee 6:30 PM 

30 

 

31 

Joint Select Board & 
Budget Committee 
Meeting 6:30 PM 

Last Day to Register 
Dogs before late fee 

   

Town Manager, Eric Dyer:  manager@readfieldmaine.org 

Finance Officer, Teresa Shaw:  finance@readfieldmaine.org 

Town Clerk, Kristin Parks: clerk@readfieldmaine.org 

Code Officer, Chip Stephens: ceo@readfieldmaine.org 

Front Desk Clerk, Anjelica Pittman: info@readfieldmaine.org 

Maintenance, Matthew Seems: maintenance1@readfieldmaine.org 

Animal Control, Eric Johnson: 207-931-7684 

Sexton, Ben Rodriguez:  sexton@readfieldmaine.org 

Assessor, David Ledew:  assessor@readfieldmaine.org 


