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Readfield History Walk #37 

“Readfield History Walk #37, in partnership with Readfield 
Cemetery Committee and Readfield History Walkers” A visit to 
the Readfield Union Meeting House and with some “Esteemed 
Residents” at Readfield Corner Cemetery.   

October 15th at 9:30 am at the Union Meeting House 

(Rain Date October 22nd at 9:30 am) 

We will be having light refreshments and a brief  tour of  
the Union Meeting House on the Church Road and a 

Cemetery tour will follow. 



Conservation Commission by Gary Keilty, Chair 
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Hello, I hope everyone didn’t have any severe damage in the micro burst we had a few weeks ago.  Torsey Pond 

residents appear to have been hit the hardest.  There were also quite a bit of blow downs behind MCS on the 

cross country ski trails that have been cleaned up. Our Fairgrounds Park trail paralleling the cemetery had a very 

large cluster of hard woods that toppled over uprooting its base exposing a very large hole and root system about 

10 feet in diameter. When you see the cut off tree stumps you will not 

be able to imagine that the whole tree and its root system had been 

torn from the ground as it all fell back in place.  

      Readfield Trails volunteers Todd and Bob went up on Saturday 

morning and cleared a section lying across the trail giving access for 

users over the weekend. On Monday, Bob and Larry cut up the re-

maining trees in wood stove size.  Joining me pulling away brush and 

stacking the firewood as well as making sure everyone was well hy-

drated on this very hot day were:  Dana, Amy, Jeanne, Ann, and Lyd-

ia.  

      If you are a Readfield resident and qualify for heat assistance 

please contact the town manager about receiving some of this fire-

wood.  We are still looking for someone who has a wood splitter and 

would like to supervise a group of volunteers   to split up this wood.  

Please contact me if you are available.      

      A second reminder that this October, as we have done for 10 

years, we will have a much anticipated work day with Kent’s Hill and 

Maranacook students. This is a very special time to not  just accom-

plish a lot of trail work, but to enjoy the youthful enthusiasm that the 

kids bring each year.  You do not have to be a trail member to join us, 

all residents are welcome. If you would like to participate please let me know and we will get you the date.   

    Readfield Trails still has openings for new members. Come join us with your own unique talents. 

Readfield Town Farm Forest 
All Trails at the Readfield Town Farm Forest 

are now REOPENED. 

Some had been closed due to nesting birds. 

 

Thank you, 

Conservation Commission 



 

Fire Associations Bean Hole Supper  August 13, 2016 
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 HIRING NOTICE  

PART-TIME SEASONAL MAINTENANCE POSITION  

The Town of Readfield has an immediate opening for a part-time seasonal maintenance position. Flexibility and a 

broad skill set, combined with a willingness and ability to learn new job functions quickly are necessities for this 

position. The position is responsible for assisting with general grounds maintenance of all town cemeteries and 

town properties between the approximate dates of April 1 through November 1 of each year. The position will also 

assist with building, equipment, and road maintenance as necessary; as well as performing other duties as directed. 

Work may be available at different times of year to cover paid time off for other staff.  

The successful applicant will have the ability to work independently with minimal supervision, perform manual 

labor, communicate clearly and courteously with fellow employees and the general public, work a flexible sched-

ule, and operate and maintain tools and powered equipment used in various building and grounds maintenance 

tasks. The successful applicant will be required to possess a current Maine Driver's License, with a clean driving 

record.  

Applications may be obtained at the Town Office and on the Town website: http://readfield.govoffice.com. Appli-

cations must be submitted to the attention of the Town Manager, Eric Dyer, in person or at the contact referenced 

above. Interested Applicants are encouraged to apply prior to 3pm on Friday, September 2, 2016, but applications 

will be accepted until the position is filled.  

The Town of Readfield is an Equal Opportunity Employer  
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ANNOUNCEMENT!! 
Dale Potter-Clark  

and  
Charles L. Day 

are pleased to announce  
the release of their book 

 

The Founders and Evolution of 
SUMMER RESORTS AND  

KIDS’ CAMPS 
on Four Lakes in Central Maine 
(Torsey, Echo. Lovejoy, Maranacook)  

 

 

350 pgs includes the history and 200+  
old photos of 40 resorts and camps  

 

To order: www.readfieldmaine.blogspot.com 
Email: crossings4u@gmail.com 

Phone: (207) 441-9184 
$24.99 (plus sales tax and S&H) 

Dear Neighbors; 

 

On August 19 the Select Board had their annual retreat. We focused on how we work as a board 
and we set goals to work on together. In the near future we will be discussing, sharing, and for-
mally adopting the objectives that came out of  the retreat. I believe our work to build on past 
goals and set additional well thought out long term initiatives will serve all of  us very well.  

 

Recently there have been some references made to people having certain set positions on town 
matters because they belong to this or that group of  people. This type of  assumption creates a 
barrier to success because it can overpower our shared sense of  community. It will not aid us in 
exploring and resolving concerns in a productive way or help us work well together on goals. 

 

I choose to accept that people who are involved in town matters generally have the best of  inten-
tions for Readfield. I also realize we will disagree occasionally. However, everyone starting at the 
same point of  accepting that others have good intentions will help us grow as a community, 
achieve some worthy goals, and give us a sense of  shared accomplishment for being involved. 

 

Kind Regards; 

Bruce Bourgoine 

Select Board  by Bruce Bourgoine, Chair 

DOG LICENSING 

 

The on line dog licensing will open 

back up on October 15th.  October 15th is the State 

Official date when we can start licensing dogs for the 

2017 year.  All dogs 6 months or older must licensed 

by their owner or keeper by December 31st.  A $25.00 

late fee will be charged per dog if  not licensed by Feb-

ruary 1st. 

The Town will hold a Rabies Clinic after October 15th 

for those who may need to get a rabies shot updated 

for their animals.  Be watching for more information. 
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PLANS ARE UNDERWAY FOR THREE HISTORY WALKS THIS 
FALL  

Dates have been set and plans are in the making for three Readfield History 
Walks this fall. Please note that October will take place on a SATURDAY and 
not the customary Friday. We hope those working folks and students who are 
usually not able to attend will be able to join us! 

 

Readfield History Walks began in October 2012 as collaboration between members of the Readfield Historical So-
ciety and Readfield Trails Committee. For some History Walks other town organizations, churches, schools or 
committees partner with “Readfield History Walks” to introduce and educate walkers and other interested persons 
about various aspects of Readfield’s history and resources. For more information about Readfield History Walks 
visit www.readfieldhistorywalks.blogspot.com or email crossings4u@gmail.com  

 

Friday, September 23rd 10am-12noon 
Readfield History Walk #36 
with  

Readfield Historical Society, Readfield Trails Committee and Readfield Corner Water Association 

Learn about the history and visit Readfield Corner’s original drinking water source - “the spring in John O. Craig’s 
pasture”; from there walkers will venture to the Readfield Corner Water Association on Bill Bourret Drive and 
hear of its origin from Ed Dodge, president of the association and Bill Bourret, one of the founders. The Water 
Association is perhaps one of Readfield's "best kept secrets". From there walkers will cross Church Road onto the 
site of the old Kennebec County Agricultural Fair to see recent improvements and additions made there by the 
Readfield Trails and Conservation Committees; and to hear about the days when the largest fair in Maine was held 
right here in Readfield! Participants should park in the parking lot at the Readfield Fairgrounds on Church Road by 10am. Bring 
a sandwich if you wish to share lunch at the home of Bill and Flo Drake immediately after the walk. 

Saturday, October 15 (rain date Oct.22nd) 10am-12noon  

Readfield History Walk #37  
with  

Readfield Cemetery Committee, Readfield Historical      
Society,  Readfield Trails Committee and Union Meeting 
House  
A visit to the Readfield Union Meeting House and with some 
“Esteemed Residents” at Readfield Corner Cemetery. More de-
tails will be coming soon!  

 

Friday, November 11th  
Readfield History Walk #38 
A special Veterans' Day event is in the making. 
Stay tuned! Caption: 

Baseball game at the Kennebec Agricultural Fairgrounds in July, 1926. The 
Fair Exhibition Hall can be seen straight ahead in the distance and on the left 
is part of the MacDougald farm. On the right a corner of the grandstands can 
be seen. Photo courtesy of Charles L. Day, Jr. 

HISTORY WALKS THIS FALL  
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The Age Friendly Committee has been working with consultant Frank O’Hara from Planning Decisions to de-
velop a survey geared to Readfield residents age 55 and older.  It is designed to get feedback about issues in-
volved in aging.  The town wants to make Readfield a great place to age in place.  

 

The survey is hot off the press!  If you are 55 or older, please fill it out. We want to hear from caregivers too. 
If someone cannot fill out the survey, it is fine to help them, as long as the responses reflect the person being 
assisted. All responses will be confidential. 

 

The survey is attached to the Readfield Messenger.  It can also be found on the front page of the Town of 
Readfield website,  

http://www.readfield.govoffice.com/. 

Print copies of it will be available at the town office, Senior Café, the meeting of the Guys and Gals, the library 
and at other locations around town. 

 

Please find a copy and complete it. When I responded, it took me about 10 minutes. That is not long consid-
ering the important information collected. It may take you a little longer because you are not as familiar with 
the questions.  We benefited from reviewing several drafts as a committee.  But it is well worth the time. 

 

Surveys should be dropped off at the town office during regular business hours. All survey formats will be col-
lected until October 14, 2016.  An analysis of the responses will be done and a public meeting will be held in 
the fall to discuss the results.  Stay tuned! 

 

Age Friendly Committee Update 
   By Romaine Turyn 

http://www.readfield.govoffice.com/
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 The Maine Historic Preservation Commission announced that it has awarded a $25,000  

grant to the Readfield Union Meeting House to help meet the cost of the rebuilding the entire floor sub-

structure. An earlier $35,000 grant from the Davis Family Foundation, added to funds from UMH mem-

bers and income from investments, will go to meet the total cost of Phase I of over $130,000.  

Phase I will consist of properly supporting the arch that leads to the apse (which was not properly done 

during 1985 foundation repair) and replacing all the rotted and weakened floor supports, joists and 

beams at the front of the building. This is the area known as the narthex, an architectural term to differ-

entiate the front portion of the edifice from the sanctuary of the church. The narthex consists, therefore, 

of the entrance vestibules, the choir, the tower above it and the two stairways to the second floor. This 

work will be very delicate since the vertical timbers that support the tower will have to be jacked up so 

new beams can be inserted under the floor, all while taking care not to crack the plaster walls with the 

famous murals.  

The Board’s Bid Evaluation Committee, consisting of Jim Tukey, John Perry, local engineer Doug Riley 

and Board president Marius B. Peladeau, have narrowed the bids from contractors down to one finalist 

and it hopes to announces the signing of a contract in the very near future. If so, this will allow work to 

start on the narthex reconstruction this fall. Phase II, planned for 2017, will tackle the deteriorated sup-

ports of the floor in the sanctuary. Fund raising efforts to raise monies for this part of the project will 

begin shortly. Funds are available for Phase I, but this work will severely deplete the UMH’s bank ac-

count. A major campaign is planned this fall and into 2017 to raise the Phase II funds. Adding up the 

costs of Phase I and Phase II the total will come to $245,000. Since monies to pay for only Phase I are on 

hand at this point, it demonstrates the challenge facing the Meeting House’s Board as it try to raise the 

remainder.  

UMH Honors Jack and Anita Smart  

On August 13, during the annual open house, the Board of the UMH honored Jack And Anita Smart for 

their over three decades of involvement in the restoration of the building. While they lived in Readfield 

Jack was Board president, Board member and is currently a 

member of the Advisory Board. In all these activities he was 

supported by his wife, Anita. When Board President 

Peladeau presented the certificate of appreciation to Jack he 

pointed out it was a small token compared to all that Jack 

had done for the UMH over so many years, but it was a 

heart-felt and sincere recognition of his efforts. Thanks Jack 

and Anita.  

Union Meeting House 

Caption:  Jack Smart, a longtime Readfield resident and former President 
of the Union Meeting House Board, was honored in August for his over 
30 years of involvement with the building’s preservation and restoration. 

The certificate presented  to Jack and his wife, Anita, lauded them for 
their dedication to saving this local landmark. 



      Here it is nearly September 

and our season is winding 

down.  We had another success-

ful summer of helping folks 

with quests to find family, as 

well as research on former 

farms and camps.  We seemed 

to have had more visitors "from 

away" this year, folks who ei-

ther used to live in the area or 

went to camp here as kids.  All 

visitors were very pleased with 

our museum and schoolroom, 

and many of them had been stu-

dents at the Depot School, 

which is the RHS building.   

      By the time you read this, 

student interns Ben Danielson 

and Ashlee Dunn will have be-

gun the school year, Ashlee to 

UMF and Ben to Kents Hill 

School.  We thank them both 

for their most excellent help 

this summer. 

      All in all, it has been a good 

summer for Readfield Histori-

cal Society. 

      Due to requests by our last 

audience, there will be another 

FREE MOVIE NIGHT, this 

one on Friday, September 16.  

The venue has been changed 

due to a generous offer from 

Nicole Danielson for us to use 

the upstairs of the old Grange 

Hall on the Church Rd., now 

Maple Tree Community 

School .  It will give folks a 

chance to see the inside of what 

was once one of the most im-

portant buildings in town.  As 

before, admission is free; how-

ever, there will be a donations 

jar in a prominent location and 

we will be selling candy, pop-

corn, soda and water. 

      Movies to be shown will be 

"Grammie Turner", a 30-minute 

documentary about a West Peru 

(Maine) farm woman, made in 

1976.  This video was produced 

at WCBB (Channel 10) in 

Lewiston and ended up being 

shown all over the US, having 

been picked up by the Eastern 

Education Network.  Mary 

Turner would receive letters 

from people in California or 

Texas, honoring her for her 

hardworking lifestyle and up-

beat attitude.  These letters 

made her truly happy. 

      The second video is called 

"The Maine Frontier: Through 

the Lens of Isaac Walton Simp-

son".  It is a 60-minute docu-

mentary about a hardworking 

master-of-all-trades who also 

took pictures.  Working with 

glass negatives around the turn 

of the 1900's, Isaac Simpson 

had a natural sense of composi-

tion, detail and empathy that 

made his pictures of farm families 

in Aroostook County true historic 

records.  Supporting a wife and 13 

children (!) in what was literally a 

frontier up there, Simpson worked 

as a blacksmith, lumberman, bar-

ber, mechanic, and musician, being 

gone sometimes for weeks at a 

time.  And as he traveled around  

Maine working, he took photos.  

His glass negatives were barely 

saved from being used as skeet, 

many hundreds already lost to the 

bullet.  This documentary is his 

story. 

      That's about all for this month.  

Good luck with your canning, do 

something wonderful with those 

apples, and come to Free Movie 

Night on the 16th. 

Historical Society Notes by Flo Drake 
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 READFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

      FREE MOVIE NIGHT 
              Friday, September 16, 7:00PM 
                Upstairs in Old Grange Hall 
        (now Maple Tree Community School) 
                  22 Church Rd., Readfield 
      "Grammie Turner" -- documentary of 
     an old Maine farm woman in the 1970's 
                                 and 
   "The Maine Frontier" -- documentary of  a 
    traveling Maine photographer, early 1900's 
                    FREE ADMISSION 
  Donations Welcome -- Refreshments for Sale 
                        FMI: 685-4662 
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We are asking for your help.  If you spot or have any road signs that be-

long to the Town please drop them off at the Town Office or Transfer Sta-

tion.  They are very costly to keep replacing.  This is your tax dollars and it 

is against the law!  State law is as follows:  §2107. Tampering with signs,  A person 

commits a Class E crime if  that person removes or tampers with a sign, light, flare, reflector or other signaling or 

safety device placed by the Department of  Transportation, a county or municipal official or a contractor performing 

repairs or maintenance work on or adjoining a public way. 

Road signs missing and you are paying for:  Packard Shores Road (we replaced this one but put 

it up on the wrong road, someone took it down and we ask that you leave it at the Town Office or Transfer Sta-

tion so we can put it up on the right road) 

Also being replace recently: Red Sox Drive, Fenn Way, Parkview Court, Ledgewood 

Drive, Lazy Loon Road, Tallwoood Drive, McKenny Road, Lucasville Lane, Plains Road, 

Sunrise Lane and Wildlife Drive. 

Readfield  Emporium                                          
Gourmet pizzas, entrees,                       

eat in & take out, wine & beer                                                                      

Wed. through Sun. 5—9ish    

9:00am Brunch Sat. & Sun.                                                       

685-7348 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Aug 28 29 30 31 Sept 1 2 
9am Age Friend-

ly Committee 

 

3 

4 5 6 9-4 Assessor In 

6:30 Select Brd. 

7 5pm SWRC 

at Wayne T.O. 

6:45 Lib Brd 

 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 
6:30 Conserva-

tion Com. 

14 
6:00 Plng Brd. 

15 
5:45 Union Meet-

ing House 

16  7pm 

Free Movie 

Night see pg. 9 

17 

18 19 
6:30 Select Brd. 

20 21 
 

22 23   10-12 

History Walk 

#36 see pg 7. 

24 

25 26 27 
6:00 Cemetery 

Com. 

6:30 Trails 

Com. 

28 
6:00 Plng. Brd. 

29 30  

September 2016 



  

Town of Readfield 8 Old Kents Hill Road Readfield Maine 04355 

Bourgoine, Bruce: (207) 685-3702 bourgoine.selectboard.readfield@outlook.com  

Dunham, Thomas: Phone: (207) 685-4524   selectboard.td@ne.twcbc.com 

Parent, John:  Phone: (207) 242-7420  jparent@readfieldmaine.org 

Sammons, Christine:  Phone: (412) 779-4368   csammons@readfieldmaine.org 

Woodsum, Kathryn Mills: Phone: (207) 685-9094 kwoodsum@readfieldmaine.org 

Select Board Contact Information 

 Looking for Board Members for the following                                 

Boards and Committees: 

Appeals Board: 1 member for (2017), 3 members for (2018) & 1 member for (2019) 

Age Friendly Adhoc Committee:  1 members (1 year) 

Cobbossee Watershed Dist.: 1 resident for an alt. Representative member  

Conservation Commission:  1 Alt. member (2019), 1 member (2017) 

Heritage Days Committee members: Looking for any volunteers  

Library Building Committee: 1 resident building contractor needed  

Planning Board: 1 alt. member needed (2017), 1 alt. member for (2018), 1 alt. member for (2019) 

Recreation Committee:  1 member for (2019)  

Road Committee:  1 member for (2018)  

Trails Committee:  3 members for (2019) & 1 Alt. member for (2017)  

If you are interested in joining any of the above committees please contact the Town Office at 685-4939 

or readfield@roadrunner.com for an application for appointment. 

Last updated 08/23/2016 

mailto:bourgoine.selectboard.readfield@outlook.com
mailto:readfield@roadrunner.com
https://readfield.govoffice.com/vertical/Sites/%7B86ECACAA-F072-491A-9BE5-7D7265696EFF%7D/uploads/Appointment_Application_10-29-15_DRAFT_w-changes(1).pdf

