
Thank you to the residents of the Town of Readfield for showing your 

support. during the holidays.   Readfield residents supported the Town’s 

Giving Tree which the school appreciated so much.  The Giving Tree  

made many families holidays a very special time.  Choosing gifts for 

your kids and food for the table should not be a choice for Readfield 

families.  Thank you very much! 

The Readfield Community Library held their Annual Tree Lighting at 

the Library on December 2nd this year.  The pictures below are from 

the gathering at Gile Hall where Santa was the special guest following 

the tree lighting. 

Thank You for Showing Your Support 
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From the Clerks Desk, Robin Lint 

Important Dates and Information 

 

 2014 Unpaid Property Taxes will foreclose on January 27th. 

 2017 Dog Licenses are due December 31st.  Late fee of $25 per 

dog will start on February 1st.  If your dog(s) need a Rabies Shot 

you may make an appointment at the Rabies Clinic below. 

 2017-18 Budget Meetings are on the Calendar included in this publication.  

The public is always welcome to attend all meetings. 

 We are still looking for volunteers to fill some committee seats.  If you are interested 

please let us know and we will send you an application or just stop by and make one 

out.  The list of openings appear on the back page of this publication. 

 The Town Office will be CLOSED on January 2nd for New Years and January 16th for 

Martin Luther King Jr. day. 



From the Desk of the                

Town Manager, Eric Dyer 

Winter Maintenance of Town Properties 

With several winter storms already behind us I want to address a few questions I’ve received and give a 

little more information with respect to winter maintenance of municipal properties and infrastructure.  The 

Town of Readfield and our capable maintenance staff are responsible for maintaining Gile Hall, the Fire 

Station, the Library, and several recreational parking areas (including the Fairgrounds and trailheads on 

Fogg Rd. and at the Torsey Pond Preserve).  We are also responsible for the sidewalk from the corner by 

Millard Hrrison Drive (the access road to the High and Middle schools) to the Town office and the small 

sections in front of the Family Market and Emporium.  We are not responsible for the area in front of the 

Post Office, any of the parking spaces at Readfield Corner, or the access road to the bank building. 

 

As you might expect there are differing service needs for the areas the Town maintains. The Fire station is 

a top priority for obvious reasons.  No more than a few inches of snow should be allowed to accumulate at 

any time and the building must always be accessible.  The Town Office, Library, and Transfer Station are 

the next highest priorities and as a general rule they should be clear ½ hour prior to opening and no more 

than a few inches of snow should be allowed to accumulate in the parking lots during open hours.  Access 

areas, stairs, and walkways should be kept clear and safe to foot traffic at all times these buildings are in 

use.  Keeping these buildings and lots clear can take a lot of time, so lower priority is given to the less fre-

quently used sidewalk and “remote” parking areas.  They are of course taken care of as soon as possible, 

but should always be cleared and sanded no less than 24 hours after the end of a storm.   

 

The unpredictability of the weather, equipment failures, and the availability of staff can impact our ability 

to meet these expectations all of the time but we do make every effort to do so.  Feedback from residents 

is a very important part of ensuring this hap-

pens so if you notice an area that needs atten-

tion or have any questions about winter mainte-

nance of town properties, please contact me. 
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John Cushing  242-8075 or 685-4742 
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“Life is an 

escalator::  You 

can move forward 

or backward; you 

can not remain 

still.” 

 

PATRICIA 

RUSSELL-

MCCLUD 

Motivational 

speaker 

 

Select Board Corner by Bruce Bourgoine, Chair 

Dear Neighbors; 

I wish you, your family, 

and everyone in the 

Readfield Community 

a Happy New Year. As 

we head into 2017, at 

this time of year many 

of us make resolutions 

and look at our future 

personal plans with 

fresh perspective. 

However, Readfield’s 

fiscal year is different 

from the calendar year 

and runs from July 1st 

each year through 

June 30th. Thus, at this 

date, we are halfway 

through the current 

2016/2017 fiscal year. 

The Select Board is 

now receiving from 

our Town Manager, 

Eric, Dyer, on a month-

ly basis, a treasurer’s 

report which gives us 

and citizens a good 

amount of information 

on current budget ac-

tivity and perfor-

mance.  

Each year’s municipal 

budget is a result of an 

intensive planning and 

process to ensure we 

are delivering the ser-

vices our community 

values with appropri-

ate attention to man-

aging overall town op-

erating costs and mak-

ing prudent long-term 

investments. The pro-

cess itself intensifies 

during the final six 

months of the current 

fiscal year beginning 

now to prepare the 

next year’s budget to 

be proposed to voters 

in June. 

We are now ramping 

up our planning our 

2017/2018 fiscal year 

budget and you can 

find on the Town web-

site the timeline for 

budget building pro-

cess, key Select Board 

and Budget Committee 

meetings, and public 

hearings. Broad partici-

pation is very key to 

the process and I hope 

you’ll take the oppor-

tunity to be informed 

and involved. 

Happy New Year! 

Bruce Bourgoine 

R E A D F I E L D  M E S S E N G E R  

Readfield  Emporium                                          

Gourmet pizzas, entrees,                       

eat in & take out, wine & beer                                                                      

Wed. through Sun. 5—9ish    

9:00am Brunch Sat. & Sun.                                                       

685-7348 
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“There are spaces 

between our 

fingers so that 

another person’s 

fingers can fill 

them in.” 

Have you had a chance 

to check out the trails 

after our latest snow 

storms?  Bruce, our 

Readfield town mainte-

nance man,  has done a 

great job keeping the 

Church Road parking 

lot well plowed.  One 

big advantage of the 

Church Road trail head 

parking lot is it also 

gives those who are 

visiting the cemetery a 

place to park rather 

than out on the busy 

road.  In the past those 

trying to access the 

cemetery in the winter 

would have to blaze 

their own trail, howev-

er with all the snow 

shoeing, cross country 

skiing and hiking that 

has been eliminated. 

The heavy winter 

trail use will break 

up the “crusty” snow 

that occurred as a 

result of both snow 

and rain coming at 

the same time.   

In the spring of 2016 

both Readfield Trails 

and Readfield Conser-

vation held a fund rais-

ing event at the Empo-

rium restaurant to ben-

efit work to be done at 

the historic Mill 

Stream Dam.  All the 

food and supplies that 

made the evening an 

outstanding success 

were   donated by Bob 

and Helen Bittar, the 

owners of the Empori-

um.  Once again Bob 

and Helen have played 

an integral role in 

bringing this project to 

fruition.  The Town of 

Readfield has received 

both a Trail Agreement 

and Easement on adja-

cent properties owned 

by the Bittars. The trail 

that brings you to the 

Mill Stream Dam starts 

just 50 yards north of 

the Town Office on the 

Old Kent’s Hill Road 

or off route 17 on the 

Mill Stream Road. In 

the upcoming spring 

we will let you know 

about additional fun 

raising projects.  

Easements and Agree-

ments with private land 

owners continue to 

play a major role in 

accomplishing the 

goals of the 2006 Open 

Space Plan to create a 

safe trails system that 

connects many areas of 

Readfield without resi-

dents walking on the 

open road.  

Gary Keilty, Chair 

Readfield Trails Com-

mittee   

R E A D F I E L D  M E S S E N G E R  
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The Town of Readfield and the Age Friendly Committee are beginning it's 

first joint initiative. We are looking for seniors who may need a bucket of 

sand to keep near their door. With winter here and icy conditions it is help-

ful to have sand handy for the walkway and driveway. 

If anyone wants a bucket of sand delivered, please call the town office and a 

bucket will be provided.  

 

Anyone wanting to volunteer to help  deliver the buckets please contact the Age Friendly Committee 

through the town office.  

 

Other updates:  

We are meeting with the Senior Cafe on Monday January 9th at 9:00. We will discuss this new initiative 

and  discuss the results from the survey recently completed.  

Everyone is welcome.  

The Readfield Blizzard Busters Snowmobile Club (RBBSC) has been hard at work preparing the trails 

for this season’s use.  Believe me - we are looking forward to a white season! Snowmobilers, cross-

country skiers and those who venture out in snowshoes share usage of the over 30 miles of trails. Desig-

nated marked trails are a result of the Club working with 30 plus generous landowners who allow ad-

venturers to cross their land on foot or snowmobiles only. RBBSC’s Trailmaster, Peter Zarella, and a 

small posse of volunteers have spent the fall marking trails, clearing brush and most recently grooming 

the trails for safe passage.  We are ready for you……… 

If you would like to join the club or financially support our efforts, please contact us at blizzard-

busters@yahoo.com or PO Box 62, Readfield, ME  04355. 

Readfield              

Blizzard Busters 

mailto:blizzardbusters@yahoo.com
mailto:blizzardbusters@yahoo.com
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Summary of Revenue & Expenses 

 

R E A D F I E L D  M E S S E N G E R  



Union Meeting House Work Continues 
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This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newslet-

ter as a promotional tool is that 

you can reuse content from other 

marketing materials, such as press 

releases, market studies, and re-

ports. 

While your main goal of distributing 

a newsletter might be to sell your 

product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content 

to your newsletter is to develop 

and write your own articles, or 

include a calendar of upcoming 

events or a special offer that pro-

motes a new product. 

You can also research articles or 

find “filler” articles by accessing the 

World Wide Web. You can write 

about a variety of topics but try to 

keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be used 

for your Web site. Microsoft Pub-

lisher offers a simple way to con-

vert your newsletter to a Web 

publication. So, when you’re fin-

ished writing your newsletter, con-

vert it to a Web site and post it. 

you can choose and import into 

your newsletter. There are also 

several tools you can use to draw 

shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, 

place it close to the article. Be sure 

to place the caption of the image 

near the image. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an 

important part of adding content to 

your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask 

yourself if the picture supports or 

enhances the message you’re trying 

to convey. Avoid selecting images 

that appear to be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thou-

sands of clip art images from which 

ternally, you might comment upon 

new procedures or improvements 

to the business. Sales figures or 

earnings will show how your busi-

ness is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column 

that is updated every issue, for 

instance, an advice column, a book 

review, a letter from the president, 

or an editorial. You can also profile 

new employees or top customers 

or vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 

newsletters is virtually endless. You 

can include stories that focus on 

current technologies or innovations 

in your field. 

You may also want to note business 

or economic trends, or make pre-

dictions for your customers or 

clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed in-

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

“To catch the reader's attention, 

place an interesting sentence or 

quote from the story here.” 
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January 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  

Closed 

for the 

New Year 

Holiday! 

3 

9:00 Age Friend-

ly Com. 

4 

6:00 Budget 

Com. w/Dept. I 

6:30 RSU 38 Brd. 

of Dir. 

                         

6:45 Library Brd. 

5 

9:00 Cemetery 

Com. Budget 

Workshop 

6 7 

8 9 

6:30 Select Brd. 

 

10 

6:30 Conserv. 

Com. 

11 

5:00 Road Com. 

 

6:00  Planning 

Brd. 

12 13 14 

15 16 

Closed 

for Martin 

Luther 

King Jr. 

17 18 

6:00 Budget 

Com. w/Dept. II 

6:30 RSU 38 Brd. 

of Dir. 

19 20 21 

22 23 

6:30 Select Brd. 

24 

6:30 Trails Com. 

25 

6:00  Planning 

Brd. 

26 27 28 

29 30 31 Feb. 1 

 

Feb. 2 Feb. 3 Feb. 4 

Bourgoine, Bruce: (207) 624-1977 bbourgoine@readfieldmaine.org  

Dunham, Thomas: Phone: (207) 685-4524 selectboard.td@ne.twcbc.com 

Parent, John:  Phone: (207) 242-7420 jparent@readfieldmaine.org 

Sammons, Christine:  Phone: (412) 779-4368  csamons@readfieldmaine.org 

Woodsum, Kathryn Mills: Phone: (207) 685-9094 kwoodsum@readfieldmaine.org 

Select Board Contact Information 

mailto:bourgoine.selectboard.readfield@outlook.com


 

   Age Friendly Committee:  1 member 

Cobbossee Watershed Dist.: 1 resident for an alt. Representative member  

Conservation Commission:  1 Alt. member (2019), 1 member (2017) 

   Heritage Days Committee members (priority): 1 residents, 1 representative RSU, 1 rep. from a 

non profit. 

Library Building Committee: Looking for any volunteers 

Local School Board 10/14: 1 member (2018), 1 member (2019) 

Planning Board: 3 alt. members (2017)(2018)(2019) 

                     Readfield Enterprise Committee 10/18: 1 Select Board Member, 1 CPA or finance 

specialist, 1 attorney of legal professional, 1 Readfield Resident (suggested composition) 

Road Committee:  1 member (2018)  

RSU School Board Member:  1 member (2017)  

Trails Committee:  2 members (2019), 1 Alt. (2017)  

30 Mile River Board 10/14:  1 resident appointed yearly 

 If you are interested in joining any of the above committees please contact the Town Office at 685-
4939 or readfield@roadrunner.com for an application for appointment. 

Last updated 12/29/2016 

We are looking for volunteer Members for the following Boards and Committees: 

Mount Vernon Food BankMount Vernon Food Bank  
 People in Readfield who find they are in need at any time during the year do not have 

to go hungry.  The Mt. Vernon Food Bank, located at the First Baptist Church in Mt. Vernon, 

serves the people of Readfield in addition to Vienna, Fayette and Mt. Vernon.  It is open every 

Saturday morning from 10am to 12pm and is supported by the schools, churches and individ-

uals from the area.   

 Those who are not in need of the food service can become supporters of the Food Bank 

with tax-deductible checks made payable to the Mt. Vernon Food Bank.  

 If you are in need of help during off hours, please call:  Betty White at 480-1525 or  

Helen Wilkey  at 293-2351. 

 

mailto:readfield@roadrunner.com

