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Special points of interest: 

 Maranacook Area School Budge Update #1 and 

#2 can be found on pages 16-17 

 Don’t forget, second half of 2016 taxes are due 

February 28th. 

 Town Office will be closed on February 20th for 

Presidents Day. 

 Don’t forget your sweet hearts on Feb-

ruary 14th , Valentines Day. 
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Readfield Community Library 

Check out Snowshoes from the Readfield Community Library 

The Readfield Community Library is 

proud to announce its new snowshoe 

collection. The library currently has 

six pairs, ranging from child to adult 

size, available to check out. Like eve-

rything else in our library, borrowing 

snowshoes is completely free. Once 

you have them checked out, you can 

keep them for one full week. We just 

ask that you return them while the 

library is open, as the shoes cannot fit 

in the drop box. You can check them 

out as soon as today! 

 

This collection was made possible due to generous donations- both monetary and of gently used 

snowshoes- from our community. Thank you for supporting us in this new endeavor, and remind-

ing us why we call ourselves the Readfield Community Library. 

https://readfieldlibrary.wordpress.com/2017/01/12/check-out-snowshoes-from-the-readfield-community-library/
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From the Town Manager’s Desk 

Free Money, Really! 
 
Now that I have your attention, I would like to remind you about two 
legitimate tax programs that can put hundreds of dollars in your 
pocket every year. 
 
The first is a State of Maine program called the Property Tax Fair-
ness Credit.  Through this program, eligible taxpayers may receive a portion of the prop-
erty tax or rent they paid during the year (2016 this time around) as a refund on their 
Maine individual income tax return.  For eligible recipients this holds true whether you 
owe Maine income tax or not.  If the credit exceeds the amount of your individual income 
tax due for the tax year, the excess amount of credit will be refunded to you.  Eligibility is 
based on the following four criteria: 

 You must be resident of Maine during any part of the tax year. 

 You need to have owned or rented a home in Maine during any part of the tax year 
and lived in that home during the year as a primary residence. 

 You need to have paid property tax or rent on the primary residence in Maine during 
the tax year. 

 You need to meet certain income and property tax and/or rent paid limitations during 
the tax year.  Income is an important determination of eligibility. 

For the 2015 tax year, about 110 Readfield residents applied for the credit and just over 
100 received it.  Many more residents are eligible and you could be one of them!  If you 
are interested in learning more call 207-626-8475 or go to http://www.maine.gov/
revenue/taxrelief/ptfcsummary.htm  

 
The second program is a partnership between the State of Maine and local municipali-
ties, including Readfield.  It is what we call the Homestead Exemption.  Rather than act-
ing as a refund program it acts as a discount program where you pay less in property 
taxes up front when you meet certain criteria.  The impact is sizable because it excludes 
$15,000 of the value of your residential property from local taxation.  That equals a $284 
reduction in your taxes using our current mil rate.  The best part of this program is that 
you only have to apply once and it is not income dependent.  The criteria are as follows: 

 You must be a permanent resident of Maine. 

 Your home must be your permanent residence. 

 You must have owned your home in Maine for the twelve months prior to ap-
plying. 

 You must file an application with the Town of Readfield on or before April 1st 
of the upcoming tax year.   

As you can see, many if not most Readfield residents should be eligible.  For 
more information please visit the Town Office or call 685-4939. 
 
Be well, 
Eric Dyer, 
Readfield Town Manager 

http://www.maine.gov/revenue/taxrelief/ptfcsummary.htm
http://www.maine.gov/revenue/taxrelief/ptfcsummary.htm
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Animal Control Officer, Anna Carll 

Hey, my name is Anna Carll I am the Animal Control Officer for 
Readfield, and very happy to have this opportunity to work with 
and for the local animals.  My love for animals started as a 
young kid working on my family’s farm in Durham, and as a 
young adult I went on to work at a Veterinary Hospital for nearly 
9 years. The experience and knowledge I have gained over my 
life time will be useful for the position as Animal Control Officer, 
but I am always open to opinions, and new ideas. 

Contact info: 

Cell phone (207)622-6404 

Direct Line (207)685-1811 

E-mail acarll@readfieldmaine.org 

Deputy Animal Control Officer is Pat Wheeler (207)778-1422 

If you have an emergency please contact Maine State Police at (207)624-7076 

I will not be available  

February 3
rd

 thru the 5
th 

February 17
th
 thru the 20

th
  

State Laws 

Title 7: Agriculture and Animals 

Chapter 721: Dog Licenses 

 

§3921.LICENSE NECESSARY 

 A dog may not be kept iwthin the limits of the State, unless the dog has been li-
censed by its owner or keeper in accordance with the laws of this State. 

§3922.ISSUANCE OF LICENSE 

 Each owner or keeper of a dog at the age of 6 months or more, on or before 
January 1st of each year, shall obtain a license. 

§3923-A LICENSE AND RECORDING FEES 

 An owner or keeper required to license a dog under section 3922, subsection 1 
or section 3923-C, subsection 1 and applying for a license for that dog after January 
31st shall pay to the municipal clerk, dog licensing agent or dog recorder a late fee of 
$25 in addition to the annual license fee. 
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Important Dates and Information 

 2017 Dog Licenses are due December 31st.  The late fee of $25 per dog  

started on February 1st.   

 2017-18 Budget Meetings are on the Calendar included in this publication.  

The public is always welcome to attend all meetings. 

 We are still looking for volunteers to fill some committee seats.  If you are interested 

please let us know and we will send you an application or just stop by and make one 

out.  The list of openings appear on the back page of this publication. 

 Committee Chairs need to remit the Town Report Articles by March 1st. 

 Readfield Messenger articles and advertising is due by February 27th by 8:00 am. 

 The Town Office will be CLOSED on February 20th for Presidents Day. 

Raymond Siegler received the Boston Post Cane from the Town of Readfield on May 20th, 

2016.  Our condolences go out to Mr. Siegler’s wife Lois and all their family and friends. 

 

If you know of a resident who’s has a birthday before 11/16/1921 please let us know as we are in 
search for the next Boston Cane holder. 

We are sadden to report 
that on December 21, 2016 
the Town of Readfield lost 

their eldest resident,      

Raymond Siegler. 

Mount Vernon Food BankMount Vernon Food Bank  
 People in Readfield who find they are in need at any time during the year do not have to go 
hungry.  The Mt. Vernon Food Bank, located at the First Baptist Church in Mt. Vernon, serves the 
people of Readfield in addition to Vienna, Fayette and Mt. Vernon.  It is open every Saturday morn-
ing from 10am to 12pm and is supported by the schools, churches and individuals from the area.   

 Those who are not in need of the food service can become supporters of the Food Bank with 
tax-deductible checks made payable to the Mt. Vernon Food Bank.  

 If you are in need of help during off hours, please call:  Betty White at 480-1525 or  Helen 
Wilkey  at 293-2351. 



 

 

Select Board’s Corner by Bruce Bourgoine, Chair 

Select Board Contact Information 

Bourgoine, Bruce: (207) 624-1977 bbourgoine@readfieldmaine.org  

Dunham, Thomas: Phone: (207) 685-4524 selectboard.td@ne.twcbc.com 

Parent, John:  Phone: (207) 242-7420 jparent@readfieldmaine.org 

Sammons, Christine:  Phone: (412) 779-4368  csamons@readfieldmaine.org 

Woodsum, Kathryn Mills: Phone: (207) 685-9094 kwoodsum@readfieldmaine.org 

 

Dear Neighbors; 

Committee, including board and commission, volunteers are an im-

portant backbone of local governance. Each town committee was 

formed to address an important role that town government delivers to 

serve our Readfield community.  

Over the last several months volunteers have stepped forward to join 

several committees that truly needed new hands on board. I am 

pleased to report that the Board of Appeals, which lacked an operat-

ing quorum, is now fully staffed. Our Age Friendly Committee and Readfield Heritage 

Days committees have welcomed several recent new committee participants. New vol-

unteers have stepped forward to take a turn at replacing the greatly appreciated service 

of departing committee members in several areas. 

A few standing committees are still seeking a member or an alternate member. And we 

do have a recently reconstituted Readfield Enterprise committee that is just beginning 

to reform and needs volunteers. Committee opening opportunities can be found on the 

town website. 

Committees truly help build community. Citizen service on committees is an im-

portant gift of involvement to the town and a key part of having citizen voice in your 

local government’s services and responsibilities.  Please join me in expressing our ap-

preciation for the very many volunteers who serve Readfield. Don’t hesitate to join 

them!   

Thank you! 

Bruce Bourgoine 

mailto:bourgoine.selectboard.readfield@outlook.com
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New Member  

We welcome Marjorie Ellis as our newest member of the Age Friendly Committee. 

Marjorie and her husband Ira have lived in Readfield for 44 plus years.  They  

bought their home in Readfield in October of 1972. They love the view from all windows of their home, and we 

have enjoyed making some good friends here.   They would like to continue living here as long as they can, but 

are aware it would be better if they had a home that is on one level.  This Age Friendly Committee is an encour-

agement for all of us who find ourselves over 75! 

Sand 

The Committee and the Town of Readfield will continue to make sand available to Readfield seniors and to oth-

ers who may have a need to have sand delivered. Thank you to the volunteers who have offered to help deliver 

sand.  

We need more buckets!  If anyone has a bucket to donate or a used kitty litter bucket with a lid, please let us 

know.  We can pick it up or make arrangements for you to drop it off.  You’ll also be contributing to the Renew, 

Reuse, Recycle effort! 

TAX Preparation Services 

It is the season!  The AARP has a tax aide program that provides free Federal and State tax return preparation 

services at the Cohen Center in Hallowell. Tax-Aide volunteers are trained, tested and certified to prepare returns 

for low and moderate income taxpayers, with a focus on those over 60.  Services are provided by appointment 

only.  Call the Cohen center at 626-7777 to book an appointment on a Tuesday or Friday. 

 

We are trying to bring this assistance right to Readfield.  Until we do, please continue to contact the Cohen Cen-

ter. 

Possible Assistance with Paying Taxes from Property Tax Fairness Credit Program 

Are you aware that there is a state program called the Maine Income Tax – Property Tax Fairness Credit that 

might help pay your property taxes?   

 

Who is eligible for the Property Tax Fairness Credit?  

You may qualify for a refundable Property Tax Fairness Credit up to $600 ($900 if you are 65 years of age or 

older) if you meet all of the following:  

 You were a Maine resident during any part of the tax year; 

 You owned or rented a home in Maine during any part of the tax year and lived in that home as your princi-

pal residence during the year; 

 Your total income during 2016 was not more than a specified amount each year for your filing status and the 

number of personal exemptions you claim; 

 You paid property tax on your home (principal residence) in Maine during the tax year that is greater than 

6% of your total income or you paid rent on your home (principal residence) in Maine during the tax year that is 

greater than 40% of your total income. Note that the amount of property tax or rent you can include may be lim-

ited. 

Age Friendly Community Committee 



 

How does someone apply for the refundable credit? To claim the credit, file Form 1040ME and 

Schedule PTFC or Schedule PTFC/STFC for the tax year during which the property tax or rent was paid. 

Because the refund is based on a complicated formula we will not attempt to provide all the details but 

encourage you to call the number below for assistance.  

Is assistance available to apply for the credit? Yes, Maine Revenue Services will assist taxpayers with 

Form 1040ME and Schedule PTFC or Schedule PTFC/STFC. For help, call 207-626-8475 weekdays 

8:00am to 5:00pm or visit Maine Revenue Services at 51 Commerce Drive, Augusta, ME 04330, week-

days 8:00am 4:30pm. Closed on State recognized holidays. 

Where can taxpayers get Form 1040ME and Schedule PTFC? Forms are available at http://

www.maine.gov/revenue/formsor call 207-624-7894 to request that a printed form be mailed to you. 

E-mail Questions or Call 207-626-8475 for additional information. 

NOW is the time to explore this possible opportunity for tax assistance.  

Interested in an Informal Gathering for Coffee on Saturday Mornings? 

As part of our survey process we met with various groups in Readfield to discuss the survey results and 

to explore other ideas in more depth.  One thing we heard was the desire to have a place in town to gather 

for coffee and be an informal gathering place.  

 

The Weathervane has responded!  It is open Saturday mornings and will set aside several tables reserved 

for seniors who want to socialize without an agenda, have a cup of coffee and perhaps buy breakfast on 

Saturday morning.  GG, one of the Weathervane’s owners, would love to have the seniors come in on 

Saturday mornings. Give it a try!   

Age Friendly Community Committee Cont. 

http://www.maine.gov/revenue/forms
http://www.maine.gov/revenue/forms
mailto:income.tax@maine.gov
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Readfield Community Library 

Check out our newest Titles  

Looking for something new to read? Then take a look at our January order. It includes books by Chris 

Bohjalian, Fannie Flagg, Michael Lewis, Ransom Riggs, James Patterson, and Chris Duffy. New 

movies include The Girl on the Train and The Light Between Oceans. 

New Puzzle Section at Readfield Community Library 
Attention serious puzzlers! The next time you stop by the library, feel free to check out something 

from our brand new puzzle section. This is the perfect selection for the next big snow day. 

Children’s Craft 
02/08/17- Children’s Craft: Bookmaking with Ellen Bowman– Come and learn how to make your 

own books out of paper with school councilor Ellen Bowman. This is a great program for elementary 

school children who are looking to create and explore. Drop in any time between 3-4PM to participate! 

 

The Maine Humanities Council To Return! 
The Maine Humanities Council will be returning to do another “Let’s Talk About it” book club pro-

gram in 2017. This time, the program will be “Where Am I? The Individual & the Community.”  

02/15/17- Where Am I? The Individual & the Community: Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks– 

This is part one of a five part book club put out by the Maine Humanities Council, focused around the 

concept of community, and how it is viewed from the people on the inside, and outside. Our first book 

will be Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks, and will be discussed on Wednesday, February 15th at 

6:30PM. Please contact Nancy in advance to receive a copy of this book.  

03/15/17-The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne will be discussed on Wednesday, March 15th at 

6:30PM.  

04/12/17-Where Am I? The Individual & the Community: The Lord of the Flies by William Gold-

ing will be discussed on Wednesday, April 12th at 6:30PM.  

05/17/17- Where Am I? The Individual & the Community: Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
will be discussed on Wednesday, May 17th at 6:30PM.  

06/21/17- Where Am I? The Individual & the Community: Doing Time: 25 Years of Prison Writ-

ing edited by Bell Gale Chevigny will be discussed on Wednesday, June 21th at 6:30PM.   

Winter Book Sale 
03/04/17- Winter Booksale– Fight cabin fever by checking out our annual winter booksale. The sale runs 

from 9AM to 1PM and consists of books for adults, kids and teens. Prices range from twenty-five cents to 

a dollar per book. Support your local library by purchasing slightly used book or two (or more!). 

Library Hours 
 

Monday: 6-8, Wednesday: 2-8, Thursday: 10-12, Saturday: 10-4  
The Librarian can be reached at librarian@readfield.lib.me.us or call her at 685-4089 for more infomation. 

https://readfieldlibrary.wordpress.com/2016/12/10/new-puzzle-section-at-readfield-community-library/
https://readfieldlibrary.wordpress.com/2016/10/08/future-program-the-maine-humanities-council-to-return/


 

The Union Meeting House 

North and south narthex beams waiting to be 

fed through the window opening 

New narthex beam on temporary support 

Many of you may have seen that there is 

reconstruction going on at the Union 

Meeting House at 22 Church Road. We 

have mentioned it in past Messenger is-

sues. To fully understand the nature of the 

work being done by craftsmen of the 

Maine Barn Company, we have included a 

couple of pictures of the new beams that 

are replacing rotted support timbers. This 

is a major step in  renovations to our, 

Town of Readfield, historic building. 

 It is hard to appreciate the scope of this 

work when it is below the floor. This 

phase I on the    subfloor is necessary to 

give support to the walls and ceiling where 

the trompe l'oeil artwork painted by 

Charles Schumacher is located. I personal-

ly have never shown the artwork to town 

residents or visitors who were not in awe 

of the paintings on the walls and ceiling. 

 For phase II of the reconstruction, we 

are reaching out to ALL who access the 

Messenger.  UMH Board members have 

pledged over $30,000 in this next 3 years. 

We are looking for people who are willing 

to make a pledge amount over the next 

three years, in writing, so we can obtain a 

bank loan to cover the $130,000 that is still 

needed. Your pledges, along with grants 

and donations, will make it possible to go 

right into phase II of necessary floor im-

provements. We can then move to other 

projects that will restore this Readfield 

landmark. 

 For more information on pledges con-

tact John Perry, Treasurer, at 685-3531 or 

email jmpgmp@myfairpoint.net. 

Annual  Membership Drive 

  

 Members of the Readfield Meeting House should soon be receiving their annual State of the 

Union Meeting House written by Marius Peladeau, President. Also inside will be the membership 

form for the 2017year. Anyone can become a member, please don't wait to be asked. We welcome 

all. If you have any questions regarding the Union Meeting House whether it be about becoming a 

member, volunteer, or board member feel free to contact me: Nancy Durgin, Membership Chair 

685-4481 or  email durgie@roadrunner.com. 

Reconstruction Progress 
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READFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 
 By Bob Harris, Acting President 

Members and friends of RHS received our winter newslet-

ter in mid- December.  We have a new format and we 

would like to thank Dale Potter-Clark for using her exper-

tise to put it together.  

Included in the newsletter was a survey and a form to join, 

renew, or donate.  The survey has generated great ideas 

and comments but we would be delighted to hear from 

more of you.  Now that the holidays are over, please take the time to fill it out and re-

turn to RHS at PO Box 354, Readfield ME 04355. 

Because of the newsletter, we would like to welcome new members and thank those 

who have made donations and paid their 2017 dues. Your support is essential for us to 

move forward and preserve the history of our unique town. 

As our long Maine winter moves along, the RHS board has been planning some very 

interesting activities which include: 

1.  Our annual meeting will be held on March 18th at Gile Hall.  After a brief business 

meeting and election of officers, our guest speaker will be Maine author George 

Smith.  We will also serve refreshments. 

2.  Adult ED classes at Maranacook High School: 

   March 15th 6:30-8pm – The Day Readfield Corner Burned 

   April 25th 6:30-8pm - Was the Underground Railroad in    

   Readfield? 

The RHS board will be meeting in February to discuss our opening day on Memorial 

Day weekend, our Wine and Cheese night and our involvement in Heritage Days. 

Recently I came across a piece of history about East Readfield that was very interest-

ing.  It seems that a pioneer pastor named Isaac Case moved from Thomaston to Read-

field in 1792.  Case formed the first Maine Baptist Missionary Society in the state of 

Maine in 1804.  His church was located on RT 17 near what is now the Case Ceme-

tery.  In 1839 his congregation voted to have the church building moved to North 

Manchester.  Case was devastated but stayed on as Pastor and did missionary work 

Down east and in New Brunswick Canada.  When he passed away, he was buried in 

the same spot where his pulpit had stood in his church that had been moved to Man-

chester.  

Before I close I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy 2017.  Be safe and be 

happy! 
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Summary of Revenue & Expenses Dec. 

Readfield  Emporium                                          
Gourmet pizzas, entrees, eat in & take 

out, wine & beer                                                                      

Wed. through Sun. 5—9ish    

9:00am Brunch Sat. & Sun.                                                       

685-7348 



 

             RSU 38 Maranacook Adult Ed News  
  

                  Lots of new classes starting soon!!    

    

HiSET/High School Diploma Classes – Ongoing Year-round 

Class Name Start Date   

Driver Education at MCS 2/6/2017   

Introduction to Chair Caning  2/2/2017   

Tap it and Heal  2/9/2017   

ServSafe Food Protection Manager Certification  2/24/2017   

Personal Safety 2/25/2017   

Beginner Fly Fishing  NEW! 3/1/2017   

Welding Basics 3/1/2017   

Aromatic Yoga Nidra  3/2/2017   

Ceremics: Beginning/Intermediate 3/2/2017   

Upholstery Basics 3/2/2017   

    

                             To register, or for more details and to view all classes, 
go to:  

  

         http://maranacook.maineadulted.org    

                      Or call the Adult Ed office at 685-4923 x1065 for more info    

The Readfield Blizzard Busters Snowmobile Club members are grateful for the backing we have re-

ceived this year. Support comes in the form of donations, in-kind assistance from local contractors, gen-

erous landowners and yes – last, but certainly not least -  membership.  Our appeal for new club associ-

ates has paid off as we have welcomed several new members - mostly snowmobilers, but in addition 

several cross-country skiers who also enjoy the town’s groomed trails.   The good news is we have 

room for more members.  Trail work is completed solely by volunteers and honestly we could use your 

help especially in the fall.  If you are interested in lending a hand, bolstering your community service 

hours for your college resume or just spending 

time with nice people, please contact us at Read-

field Blizzard Busters Snowmobile Club, P.O. Box 

62, Readfield, ME  04355 or contact us via email 

at BlizzardBusters@yahoo.com 

Submitted by: 

Margaret Livingston 

RBBSC, Secretary 

Blizzard Busters Snowmobile Club  

mailto:BlizzardBusters@yahoo.com
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FREE PUBLIC SUPPER 
February 11, 2017 

4:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Free Public Supper 

Chili/Chowders/Pies 

READFIELD  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Route 17 

Readfield, Me 04355 

 

Invites you to Worship with us every Sunday 10:00 a.m. Nursery provided. 

Sunday School classes for Kindergarden-5
th
 grade 

Everyone is Welcome to join us. 

Free Mardi Gras Party 
February 25, 2017 

6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Come join us and put on your dancing shoes,  

John Twitchell & Rick Smith will be playing oldies from 
50’s, 60’s and 70’s.   

We will be offering Cajun food.   

All Welcome. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Jan 

29 

30 31 Feb 1 

6:30 Budget Com 

 

6:30 RSU Mtg. 

 

6:45 Library Trustees 

2 3 4 

5 6 

6:30 Select Brd. 

7 8  

    9:00 Age Friendly 

2:00 Cemetery Com.  

5:00 Road Com. 

6:30 Plan. Brd. 

9 

 

10 11 

12 13 14 

 

6:30 Conservation 

Com. 

15 

6:30 Budget Com 

 

6:30 RSU Mtg. 

16 17 18 

19 20 

 

21 

6:30 Select Brd. Joint 

meeting with Budget 

Com 

22 

6:30 Plan. Brd. 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 

6:30 Trails Com. 

Mar 1 

6:45 Library Trustees 

2 3 4 

February 2017 

CLOSED 


